Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



r 



\<^ XSH-I 



'^^^^^g^ 



A HISTORY 



OF THE 



JEWISH NATION; 



From the Earliest Times to the Present Day, 



BY 

E. H. PALMER, M.A., 

Professor of Arctic in the University of Cambridge. 

AUTHOB OF **THE DESEBT OF THE EXODUS," ETC., AND JOINT AUTHOB 
OF '* JEBUSALEM THE CITY OF HEBOD AND SALADIN." 



REVISED EDITION EDITED 

BY 
REV. S. F. SMITH, D. D. 



BOSTON: 
PUBLISHED BY D. LOTHROP & CO. 

DOVER, N. H. : G. T DAY & CO. 



j^^^'fH-l 



/ ■ \ 



Copyright, D. Lothrop & Co., 1875. 




PREFACE. 



The history of no nation is so intimately connected with the welfare of the whole 
human race as that of the Jews. ^* Immanuel was a Jew," and for this reason, if for 
no other, mankind would have an interest in tracing the narrative of the race to 
which that mighty Personage belonged. The Jews are the people of promise, to 
whom the Divine Word stands pledged, in a sense which is true of no other nation- 
ality. They stand nearer to God, in certain respects, than any other people. The 
Jews are the people of prophecy. The things foretold concerning them in one age 
are fulfilled in another. Prophecy and its fulfillment are in them joined closely 
together. History, within a certain limited range, exists and is written for their 
sakes. In their gradually developing history, the word of Jehovah stands, as it were, 
on trial; and the reverent mind takes the deepest interest in inquiring what is the 
issue of this test. Is the Divine word, in the gradual unfolding of the ages, fulfilled? 
And he who worthily sets forth the materials for the answering of this question, does 
a service to theology, to learning, to history, and to every curious inquirer. God 
made promises to the Hebrew nation from the days of Abraham till the close of the 
Old Testament Scripture. He threatened evil to them as the fruit of rebellion and 
sin. Have the good things promised, and has the evil threatened come to the nation 
in alternating succession, in proportion to their varying deserts? The Jews who 
lived in the times of the incarnation of Christ imprecated curses upon themselves 
and their children for the share they chose to take in compassing the death of the 
Son of God. Has the curse rested upon the people? Do they feel, in their present 
separation from the nations of the earth, in the lack of respect with which they are, as 
a general rule, regarded, in the cruel persecutions which have been visited upon 
them, and in their stubborn blindness to the light of the Gospel, the awful effect of 
Divine displeasure ? These questions, as they are continuously solved by history, 
hold an important relation to the theology of the world. While the Divine omni- 
presence is a truth universally conceded, and which needs no argument, we find in 
the Jewish nation and its history, the most convincing illustration of that doctrine. 
In the Jewish history God stands forth before men, an acknowledged, a present God, 
— a jealous God, visiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the children, unto the 
third and fourth generations of them that hate him. If other histories are so written 
as to seem like events without a God, the Jewish history is a history with God every- 
where embodied, and everywhere apparent. The history of the Jewish people is a 
commentary on the Divine faithfulness and veracity, and in it God brings himself 
very near to men. 

The history embraced in this volume extends from the commencement of the 
race of the Jews, as a separate people, in Abraham, through the entire narrative of the 
Old Testament, and the period intervening between the first and second dispensations, 
and traces them in their dispersion among the kingdoms of the earth, down to the 
present time. The original work has been carefully revised and condensed, needless 
phrases and statements stricken out, and everything of real value, including the en- 
gravings, retained. As now presented to the public, it forms a fitting and reliable 
chronicle of the Jewish race, prepared with earnest and pains-taking investigation, 
and is an admirable contribution to our historical literature. 

S. F. SMITH. 



PREFACE. 

In this little work I have attempted to present a general view of the history of 
the Hebrew race, from their first appearance in the remote ages of antiquity to the 
present day. I have grouped the broad facts of that history together in the form 
which appeared most likely to be retained in the student's memory ; and while I 
have aimed at conciseness, I have endeavored to omit no important details. Such 
illustrations as geography, ethnology, and archaeology afford, I have occasionally 
introduced ; and, following out the canon* of criticism which I have laid down for 
myself in other works upon sacred subjects, I have preferred treating the history of 
the Jews entirely from a secular point of view, believing that physical and historical 
facts are themselves the best comment upon the inspired records or prophecies of 
God's dealings with His chosen people. I am sensible of the difficulties which 
beset one who ventures upon ground trodden by such masterly scholars as those 
who have treated the subject before me ; but my object has been, not presumptu- 
ously to rival their works, but to supplement them, by bringing the main facts of 
the history to the notice of those who have neither time nor opportunity to study 
the larger books. I have had especially in my mind the requirements of Christian 
families and schools ; and, hoping that I may number not a few children among 

my readers, I have told the story in as simple and unpretending a manner as I 
could. 

It would be of little use to enumerate the works to which I have had recourse 

in compiling these pages ; suffice it to say that I have derived much assistance 

from the publications of English and Continental scholars, some of them being 

brought to my notice for the first time by the kindness of Dr. Schiller Szinessy, 

teacher of Hebrew in the University of Cambridge, and that I am chiefly indebted 

to the immortal work of Milman, the best and completest yet written upon the 
history of the Jews. 

St. John's College, Cambridge. 
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PART THE FIRST. 



CHAPTER I. 



THB PATBIARCHS. 



Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the three sons 
of Noah, are the fathers of the human 
race: "by these were the nations of the 
earth divided after the flood." These 
three divisions correspond with the actual 
geographical distribution of races in the 
ancient world: Japheth representing the 
nations of Uie north, Ham the nations of 
the south, and Shem forming the great 
central group. 

From this last family sprang the Hebrew 
or Jewish nation. 

The history of the growth, development, 
and early mirations of the Semitic race, 
and its sub-division into the various fam- 
ilies of Elam in Persia, Asshur in Assyria, 
Arphaxad in Northern Assyria, Joktan in 
Arabia, Lud in the Highlands of Armenia, 
and Aram in Mesopotamia and S3rria — 
all is recorded in Gen. x., xi., in a concise 
form. To the details, etymological inves- 
tigations may add some interesting facts, 
but to the accuracy and clearness they add 
little more than corroborating evidence. 

Our history commences with Terali, the 
ninth in descent from Noah, who " took 
Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran 
his son's son, and Sarai his daughter-in- 
law, his son Abram' s wife; and they went 
forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, 
to go unto the land of Canaan " (Gen. xi. 
31). 

This migration is, as it were, the pro- 
logue to the great drama which was to 
follow — the first shadowing forth of the 
inscrutable purpose which was to make 
that " land of Canaan" the scene of events 
the most important in the history of 
humanity. 



The family did not, however, reach 
their proposed destination, but stopped 
short at Haran in Mesopotamia, where 
Terah died. 

Here the Divine command came to 
Abram, bidding him go out from his 
country and his father's house unto the 
land of promise. This command he cheer- 
fully obeyed; and, taking witJi him Sarai 
his wife, Lot his nephew, and all the other 
members of his household, he passed over 
into Canaan. 

Egypt was the great centre of ancient 
civilization, supreme in arts, science, and 
commerce. To this favored land Canaan 
was but the vestibule; and Abram appears 
at first to have understood the promise as 
tending ultimately to Egypt itself, and to 
have bent his steps thi&er accordingly. 
Later on, Isaac was only restrained by an 
express Divine prohibition from attempt- 
ing a settlement in the same country 
{Qen.. xxvi. 1 — 6). 

Details will not be dwelt upon in this 
volume, but the history of the patriarchs 
demands exceptional treatment. It is, 
indeed, the primeval history of the Hebrew 
race. 

The migration of the family of Terah 
from Ur of the Chaldees ; the strong indi- 
viduality of his son Abram ; the history of 
Abram' s first sojourn in Canaan, of his 
visit to Egypt, and of his later acquisition 
of territory in Canaan; the division of the 
land between Abram and Lot; the birth 
and fortunes of his two sons, Isaac and 
Ishmael, and of his grandsons, Jacob and 
Esau; the rapid development of the fami- 
lies of Jacob's twelve sons into twelve 
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tribes: and, lastly, the beautiful story of 
Josef's adventures in Egypt, as told ia 
the Book of Genesis,— these put us in 
possession of every tact neceasary for tie 
complete understanding of the political 
and geographical position of Israel at the 
time of the bondage in Egypt 

After a short sojourn In Egypt, Abram 
returned to Canaan, where he and Lot 
parted, the latter chiioaing the fertile val- 
ley of the Jordan for his future possession. 
By this separation the purity of descent in 
Abram' s offspring was still fUrtlier guaran- 
teed. 

Thirteen years after the conquest of the 
Jordan valley by Cliedorlaomer, King of 
Elam, the kings of that region rebelled, 
Chedorlaomer returned, Bubjugated the 
country to the south of I'alesdne as far as 
Kadeah, and, marcliiiig towards the Dead 
Sea, took the important post of Hazezon- 
Tamar. The princes of the Jordan gave 
him battle in the Plain of Siddim. But the 
invaders were triumphant, the towns were 
pillaged, a:id the people carried away cap- 
tive. Lot, who dwelt at Sodom, was 
among these captives. 

Abram being apprised of this event by 
a fugitive, collected 318 of his own clauu- 



men, and with the assistance of some 
neighboring tribes, pursued Chedorlaomer 
and liis army to Dan, at the head of the 
Jordan valley. By a nleht-aurprise he 
threw the enemy into confusion, and pur- 
suing them with great slaughter as far as 
the neighborhood of Damascus, rescued 
Lot and all hia family. This hardy ex- 
ploit at once established the strength of 
Abram's position amongst the Canaauitish 
princes. 

The Divine promise was on this occasion 
renewed, and the covenant radtied by a 
solemn sacrifice. On his way back to 
Mamre occurred the celebrated meeting 
between Abram and Melchisedec. 

But, as time went on, Sarai began lo 
despair of the fulfilment of the promise in 
her own person, and attempted to eompro- 
mise and hasten it by resorting to the not 
uncommon Oriental practice of giving her 
own Egyptian hand-maid, Bagar, to her 
husband as a concubine. The birih of 
Ishmael was the result. But Ishmael was 
not the child of the promise ; and fourieen 
years after his birth, when Abram was a 
hundred years old and Saral ninety, a 
fresh revelation informed the patriarch 
that his aged wife should herself bear a 
sen. At the same 
time they were com- 
manded to change 
their names, and 
Abram became 
Abraham, "fatlier 
of a great multi- 
tude:" while Sarai 
was henceforth to 
be called Sarah, "a 
princess." 

The events at- 
tending the birth 
and cliildhood of 
Isaac are of a re- 
, markable character 
: and full of deep im- 
port; the visit of 
the three mysteri- 
I o u s strangers to 
Abraham beneath 
tlie oak at Mamre; 
the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomor- 
r^: the incestuous 
birth of Lot's sons, 
Moab and Ammon; 
the expulsion of 
Ishmael from his 
father's house; the 
trial of Abraham's 
faith when com- 
manded to sacrifice 
the child of his 
hopes on Mount 
Moriah — are inci- 
dents which throw 
a great light, not 
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011)7 "^ '^^ deaJinga of God with Israel, 
but on the relation of tlie choaea people 
with the neighboring nations. 

Sarah died at the old campii^-grouiid in 
Mamre, and was buried in the Cave of 
Machpelah. The whole question of cave- 
sepulture is interesting, and Important In 
its bearing upon the character of the Jew- 
ish people, and upon the sacred narrative 
itself. 

How to dispose of the human body after 
life has left it must always hare been an 
anxious and difficult problem in the ear- 
ileat stages of society. Interment was the 
moat obvious solution ; but the repugnance 
which we feel to.parti)^ al1<wether with a 
beloved object soon exercised a modifying 
influence upon this practice ; and various 
devices for avoiding it were resorted to by 
different nations. The most common of 
these were burning the dead and collecting 
the ashes ob relics of the deceased, or the 
use of some artificial means for the preser- 
vation of the body entire. The last proc- 
ess was adopted by the Egyptians, to 
whom It was naturally suggested by the 
presence in the soil of then country of 
vast quantities of natrdn, a bituminous 
substance of great efficacy in arresting 
decay. 

But Palestine offered facilities for a 
mode of burial which combined the advan- 
t^es of the natural and artificial systems. 
In the natural caves with which the coun- 
try abounded, the inhabitants of the Holy 
Land found a last resting-place for their 
-deceased friends, where the bodies would 
be secure from the depredations of wild 
beaata, and all danger of pollution to the 
living from contact with the dead would 
be avoided. 

The Jews, therefore, In- 
variably buried their dead, 
and generally in a tomb 
bewn out of the rocb, or 1 
already existing in it ; the 
only recorded instances of 
a departure from this rule | 
being those of Jacob and , 
Joseph, who were em- j 
balmed, that they might ' 
be brought back to rest . 
with their forefathers, and ' 
of Saul and his son, who | 
were burnt, to save their J 
bodies from worse treat- J 
ment at the hands of their ■ 
foes. But even in the J 
latter instance the bones 1 
were only partially con- S 
snmed, and were Bubs»- y 

auently interred with* 
tting honors. , 

In the unsettled nomad 
life of Oxt patriarchs, ' 
the grave was Ihelr 
only permanent home ; "^ 



hence the first record of the purchase 
of land was that of a site for burial. 
The first piece of ground owned in Canaan 
by the father of the Jewish race was a 

When the cities became very populous, 
and all available spaces were occupied, 
many persona, especially of the poorer 
classes, would be obliged to resort to the 
more primitive and less ceremonions form 
of burial beneath the surface of the soil ; 
and in tliia way cemeteries came into exis- 
tence outside the city walla. 

Thus, in 2 Kings xxili. 0, we read of the 
"graves of the children of the people," in 
the valley of Jehoahaphat. The " potter's 
field," which the chief priests purchased 
with the " price of blood" that Judas had 
restored, " to bury strangers in," is also 
an instance in point, the site having no 
doubt been selected that the holes iTom 
which the potter's clay had been dug 
might be utilized for graves. 

With the Jews, contact with a dead 
liody implied ceremonial defilement, which 
excluded the peraon so defiled from the 
performance of many of hia religious and 
civil duties. Great care was therefore 
taken to prevent accidental contact, and 
all sepulchres were required to be marked 
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usual to surmount the grave with s 
pillar, pyramid, or other monument, or to 
ornament the face of the rock with an 
Inscription or /apode. Where no other 
means of distinguishing the spot were 
employed, the sepulchre was conspicuously 
" wliited" once ayear. Tliis enables us to 
appreciate the point of our Lord' s reproof, 
''Woe unto you, acrilies and Pharisees 
hypocirtesi for ye are like unto mbited 
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sepulchres, which indeed appear heautiful 
outward, but are within full of dead men's 
bones, and of all uncleanness" (Matt, 
xxiii. 27). 

** In the blessed hope of a resurrection," 
the Jews call a cemetery, by a beautiful 
figure of speech, "the house of the 
limmjy 

The sanctity of a tomb, and the facilities 
for concealment afforded by its construc- 
tion, rendered cave-sepulchres favorite 
places of refuge. The cave with two col- 
umns in the front, represented in our en- 
graving, is called the tomb or cave of St. 
James, from the tradition that St. James 
the apostle found a hiding-place in it dur- 
ing the anxious period intervening be- 
tween the betrayal and resurrection of our 
Saviour. The catacombs at Rome are 
instances of a similar use of cave sepul- 
chres for purposes of concealment in 
times of persecution. Caves did not al- 
ways serve exclusively for tombs, but 
were fre<^uently altered and enlarged 
for the residence of the living. The hab- 
its of the Horite or cave-dwelling aborig- 
ines of the country have not yet died 
out, and numerous instances are to be 
found in which caves, with a little rude 
addition of masonry in front, are still used 
as houses. The village of Silwan, or 
Siloam, in the Kedron valley, is entirely 
composed of such structiu-es. The gloomy 
recesses of a cave-tomb also offer peculiar 
attractions for a gloomy and diseased 
mind, and we accordingly find that the 
demoniac (Mark v. 2) " had his dwelling 
among the tombs.'' 

It was the custom for wealthy men to 
prepare tombs during their own lifetime 
for the reception of their bodies after 
death. These tombs were hewn out of 
the solid rock, and frequently in the pro- 
prietor's own garden or vineyard, or near 
his house. They were always outside the 
city, only kings and prophets being al- 
lowed the honor of burial within the walls. 
A perfect sepulchre, according to Rabbin- 
ical ideas, consisted of a cavern about six 
cubits square, in three sides of which 
were cut niches, or loculi, each large 
enough to contain a corpse. In the 
fourth side was the entrance to the cave, 
approached by a small covered court or 
vestibule, sufficiently ^sage to admit of the 
bier being brought in. The vestibule was 
usually open to the air, the small door 
which led from it into the inner cave or 
actual sepulchre being closed by a heavy 
stone (golad), capable of being rolled away 
upon emergency. Such in general is the 
construction of the numerous rock-tombs 
met with in Palestine. I need not point 
out how graphic the Gospel narrative be- 
comes when read by the light of these 
details: "And when Joseph had taken 
the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen 



cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb 
which he had hewn out of the rock; and 
he rolled a great stone to the door of the 
sepulchre, and departed" (Matt, xxvii. 
69, 60). 

The bodies were laid in the sepulchral 
niches uncovered, or if a coffin were used 
it was of stone and without a lid, and, as 
the tomb had to be opened from time ta 
time, some precautions were necessary 
against corruption. Although the actual 
practice of embalming was not resorted to, 
spices were always made use of in a Jew- 
ish f-uneral. Some of these were burnt in 
the form of incense or pastilles during the 
performance of the rites of sepulture,, 
and others were made into an unguent 
with which the corpse was amiointed pre- 
vious to swathing it in the grave-cloths 
(2 Chron. xvi. 14; John xii. 7). 

Amongst the common objects found in 
tombs are lamps, and lachrymatories, or 
small phials containing the tears of the 
bereaved survivors. 

Jacob and Joseph were brought back 
from the land of Egypt to rest with their- 
fathers, and, following their example, 
Jews in all subsequent ages have sought 
to rest in the sacred soil of Palestine. 
Thousands of aged Hebrews come up 
yearly to Jerus^em to die, and deem 
themselves happy if they can be laid at 
last upon the hills on which their ancient 
glory stood. The thickly strewn stone 
slabs which cover the sides of the valley of 
Jehoshaphat are all the simple monuments 
of these pilgrims. The neighborhood of 
Jerusalem contains many sepulchres of 
note. 

The Holy Sepulchre itself stands in the 
centre of the rotunda of the church which 
bears its name. It consists of a small 
chapel containing two small apartments, 
the innermost one of which is said to be 
the actual sepulchre, "hewn out of a. 
rock," in which the body of our Lord was 
laid. To outward appearance it is an 
erection of artificial masonry, but this is 
explained by saying that the architects of 
the Emperor Constantino, when they built 
the church, cut away the rock all round 
the tomb, leaving it an isolated block, 
which they then cased with masonry. 
There seems every probability that this 
statement is correct, and it is beyond all 
question that the tomb now shown as that 
of our Lord is the same which Constantine- 
found. Whether he lit upon the actual 
spot or not we cannot tell, but it is certain 
that the present sepulchre has been be- 
lieved by Christians for all these centuries 
to be that of our Lord, and few will enter 
that shrine without emotion, or criticize 
too severely the authority for the identifi- 
cation of the spot. 

Within the walls of the church, and 
neair to the Holy Sepulchre itself, are two 
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rock-hewn tombs, said to be those of 
Joseph of ArimalliEeai and Kicodemus. 

Among otlier well-known tombs around 
Jemaalem is the Tomb or Pillar of Abaa- 
lom. Thi9 is the monument with a con- 



trate into its recesses, it is far from improb- 
able that the actual tomba of the patri- 
archs — nay, perhaps the very mummy of 
Jacob binuetl, embalmed after the fashion. 



The tradition which connects 1. 
Absalom dates at least as far back ae the 
twelfth century, Joaepbus, in his ''An- 
tiquitiea," mentions the monument aa still 
standing in his own day, and descrities it 
aa " a pillar of marble in the King's Dale, 
two futongs distant from Jerusalem." 
It ia interesting aa an Instance of the very 
same treatment as tbat to which the arch- 
jtecta of Constantine are said to have sub- 
jected the Holy Sepulchre. 

The square monument, with four col- 
umns and a pyramidal roof, to the right 
of tbia is known as the tomb of Zechaiiah, 
and immediately behind the tomb of 
Absalom ta a fourth, which tradition 
points out as the tomb uf Jehoshaphat; of 
tbia nothing can now be seen but a hand- 
some pediment above the surface of the 
ground. The so-called tomb of David is 
situated on Mount Zion, near ttie south- 
west corner of the city. Thia position 
agrees with the account given of it in 
Nebemiab tii. 16 — IB; and we know from 
Acta ii. 29 that the site was well known 
in our Lord's time, for the Apostle Peter, 
when speaking of David, declares that 
" be is both dead and buried, and his 
ulcbre is with us to this day. The tr 
tion of the locality is not, however, U 
traced down to the present time witb such 
accuracy &a that attachii^ to many other 

Several very remarkable mausoleums 
In the lmmedial« vicinity of Jerusalem 
are the Tombs of theProimets, the Tombs 
of the Judges and the Tombx of the 
Kings. They difEer from the other rock- 
hewn temba chiefly in the extent and com- 
plex arrangement, consisting of an im- 
mense number of sepulchral chambers, 
connected by devious passages, and exhib- 
iting wonderful ingenuity in their con- 
struction and in the devicoa employed for 
securing them against violation. 

Of the celebrated tomba not situated in 
Jerusalem, the most importantare that of 
Joseph, in Uie Vale of Sychem, near the 
modem citv of Nablous; that of Rachel, 
on the road between Bethlehem and Heb- 
ron; and that of Machpelah, which, next 
to the Holy Sepulchre, possesses the 
greatest interest to the religious world, for 
It Is the tomb of Abraham, the father of 
the faitMul, and is venerated alike by 
Jew, Christian, and Mohammedan. The 
cave is jealously guarded by the Moham- 
medans, and no authentic accounts of its 
interior have ever been given. Of its 
existence there is, however, no doubt, and, 
were scientiflc explorers allowed to pene- 



Tumb of Rachel. 

of the Egyptians— might be brought to 
light. Tiie walls of the enclosure by 
which it Is surrounded are built of massive 
masonrv, dating, there is little doubt, back 
to the ume of Solomon; they are deserv- 
edly reckoned amongst the moat noble 
and Interesting of tlie antiquities of Pales- 
tine. The tomb of Racbel and the cave 
of Machpelah are, perhaps, the beat iden- 
tified sites ill the Holy Land. 

After the death of Sarah, Abraham took 
another wife, Keturah, by whom he had 
many sons. These were the founders of 
tribes and familiea and natiunFi, and are 
often to be recognized in the la1«r history 
as coming in contact from time to time 
with the Jews ; but only Isaac, the child 
of the promlae, and Abraham's son by his 
Mesopotamian wife, was permitted to re- 
main in and inherit the Promised Land. 

To maintain the purity of descent from 
the old Mesopotamian stock, Abraham 
would not allow Isaac to intermarry with 
his Canaanittsh neiEhbors, but aent a 
trusty messenger to his native country to 
fetch him a wUe from thence. The patri- 
arch died at the age of 176 years, and was 
buried by his two sons, Isaac andlshmael, 
in the cave of Machpelah. 

The lite of Isaac, though full of Inter- 
est, is not so important to our history. 
The birth of his twin sons; their early 
struggles for supremacy, and the ultimate 
triumph of the younger but more crafty 
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Jacob over his fierce and reckless, but 
more frank and simple, brother, Esau; 
and the loss of his birthright by the latter, 
— present a typical picture of the early 
growth and development of a nation, and 
of the necessary ultimate triumph of the 
intellectual element over mere physical 
qualities. 

The young Jacob is sent by his mother 
into Mesopotamia, not only to withdraw 
him from his brother's vengeance, but to 
procure for him a wife from his ancestral 
home, and so preserve the immixed purity 
of the race. 

The confirmation of Jacob's newly- 
acquired right to be the head of the fam- 
ily and the recipient of the promise, by 
the express renewal at Bethel (where he 
received his name Israel) of the covenant 
with Abraham ; and the story of his pre- 
vious adventures in Mesopotamia, of his 
reconciliation with his oftended brother, 
and return to his father in Canaan, are 
incidents which not only bear the stamp 
of truth, but strikingly illustrate the un- 
swerving purpose of the Almighty, in the 
literal fulfilment of His promise to Abra- 
ham. 

Isaac had, in the meantime, made the 
first step towards taking actual possession 
of the land, for he had commenced to dig 
wells and cultivate the soil in that portion 
of the south country of Canaan where he 
dwelt. 

When Jacob rejoined his father Isaac 
at Hebron, he brought with him twelve 
sons, the last, indeed, a new-bom infant, 
whose mother, Rachel, Jacob's favorite 
wife, had died on the way, and been buried 
near Bethlehem. The dying woman called 
her son Benoni, "the son of my grief;" 
but the father called him Benjamin, "son 
of the right hand," or " of happiness." 

Of the meeting between Isaac and his 
son we are told nothing, but we learn 
from the Bible that the old patriarch died 
at the age of 180 years, and was buried by 
liis two sons, Esau and Jacob, who, like 
Isaac himself and Ishmael, appeared to 
have finally reconciled their differences at 
their father's grave. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE EXODUS AND WANDERINGS. 

An event now occurred which seemed to 
end all hopes of the fulfilment of the 
promise made to Abraham. 

The jealousy of his brethren towards 
Joseph, Jacob's favorite son, causes them 
to sell him as a slave to a caravan of 
Egyptian merchants ; after various adven- 
tures at the court of Pharaoh, he is pro- 
moted to the highest rank, and becomes 



the Prime Minister of the Egyptian sov- 
ereign. A subsequent famine in th.e land 
of Canaan leads to the reunion of Joseph 
with his aged father and his brethren, for 
whom, through his influence with Pharaoh, 
he procures a settlement on Egyptian ter- 
ritory, in the land of Goshen. Here the 
patriarch Jacob dies, pronouncing on his 
death-bed a grand poetic blessing, in which 
the future fortunes and relative positions 
of his sons, and of the twelve tribes who 
should be descended from them, a^e 
graphically sketched. Jacob's body is 
removed to Canaan, and buried with great 
pomp in the sepulchre of his fathers at 
Hebron. After this, the Land of Promise 
appears almost forgotten by his descend- 
ants, who in their Egyptian home grew in 
time to be a great nation. For 430 years 
the history of the chosen people is almost 
a blank; but at the expiration of that 
period we find them no longer the honored 
guests of a friendly sovereign, but oppressed 
and tyrannized over by a strange people, 
who would have crushed them out alto- 
gether, but for that distinct and persistent 
nationality, the vitality of which the per- 
secution of ages has never yet been able to 
repress. 

The Bible dismisses the subject in a few 
words, and the only notice of the political 
changes which led to this alteration in the 
position of the Hebrews is that "there 
arose up a new king over Egypt which 
knew not Joseph" (Exod. i. 8). 

And beyond a confirmation of the main 
facts of the history, we learn but little 
from the Egyptian documents preserved in 
the writings of the ancients, or recovered 
from monuments by modem research. 

For generations before the seventeenth 
dynasty of the kings of Egypt, a prolonged 
struggle had been carried on between the 
stationary inhabitants of that country and 
a certain nomad people called by the an- 
cient writers "shepherds;" and the con- 
test ended in the establishment of a dynasty 
of these people upon the throne of Egypt, 
under the name of Hyksos, or " shepherd 
kings." 

They were, no doubt, of Semitic origin, 
and probably came from the land of 
Canaan, since Manetho and Eusebius speak 
of them as Phoenicians. It was during 
the reign of one of these shepherd kings 
that Joseph came to Egypt, and this fact 
throws much light upon the relations 
existing between the Egyptian prince and 
the Hebrew captive boy. No sovereign of 
a strange race raised Joseph to be the first 
man in Egypt, but a son of Shem, like 
himself. 

The national characteristics of the 
Egyptians and the Hebrews present a 
marked contrast. The Egyptians were an 
intellectual people, delighting in subtle 
studies and refined arts, while their relig- 
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ion, though degraded by the worship of 
unimals and of the dead, with otlier gross 
and sensual notions, yet contained many 
true and noble ideas, such as the doctrine 
of a final judgment, and of a future state 
of reward and punishment. 

The Hebrews, on the other hand, were 
4i simple, pastoral people, of nomad habits 
and great physical power and energy, but 
with little sympathy for many intellectual 
pursuits. Their pnmitive Semitic notions 
of religion had been elevated far above 
the most advanced ideas of their age, for 
the one true God had vouchsafed to their 
father Abraham knowledge of Himself. 

Still the long sojourn in Egypt made a 
lasting impression on the Israelites. Jo- 
seph's assumption of an Egyptian title, 
Zaphnath-paaneah, his marriage with Ase- 
nath, daughter of Potipherah, priest of 
On, and the adoption of Moses by the 
daughter of Pharaoh, indicate a close con- 
nection between the two races. So, too, 
the rebellious longings of the people in the 
wilderness after the flesh-pots of Ez3rpt, 
■and their worship of the bull-god Apis, 
prove the influence of that refined but 
•corrupt civilization. 

The Egyptians always cherished a vio- 
lent animosity against the stranger "shep- 
herd'* kings, and, although they submitted 
to their authority for a long period, yet as 
soon as an opportunity offered they rose 
up and shook off the foreign yoke. 

The expulsion of the. Hykso» was piob- 
ably the beginning of Israel's troubles, for 
the native sovereign who now occupied the 
throne would not ragard with favor a race 
-connected with their defeated enemies by 
such close family ties as those which bound 
the Hebrews to the shepherd rulers. The 
restoration of the native Egyptian dynasty 
is doubtless, therefore, the meaning of 
the words, "There rose up a new king 
which knew not Joseph." 

The Hebrew race had in the meantime 
increased prodigiously in numbers, and 
were still vastly superior in physical devel- 
opment to the people amongst whom they 
dwelt. Under a friendly dynasty they 
lived prosperously; and although affected 
by Egyptian institutions, had preserved 
their nationality intact. But having once 
become objects of fear and aversion to 
their rulers, it would seem that nothing 
was left for them but to become absorbed 
into the mass of the population, or else to 
maintain an unequal struggle, which must 
ultimately be decided against them. 

But the Hebrews were no ordinary na- 
tion; they were God's own people, and 
their destinies were His peculiar care. No 
greater proof of this can be given than the 
fact, admitted by all, and proved by con- 
temporary history, that, after more than 
400 years of sojourning in a strange land 
they were neither expelled, exterminated. 



nor absorbed, but marched out in battle 
array — the same people, serving the same 
God. 

And now a wondrous figure appears 
upon the scene. When the people are 
groaning under their heaviest burden of 
oppression, and wheif their very existence 
is threatened by Pharaoh's inhuman de- 
cree that every male Hebrew child be 
murdered at its birth, then God vindicates 
his promises to their forefathers, and 
raises up for them a mighty deliverer. 

Around this central figure the events of 
the next period of Hebrew history cluster. 

Every reader of the Bible is acquainted 
with the details of the birth and early life 
of Moses. Bred up i n the luxurious court of 
Pharaoh, and cut off from all communica- 
tion with, or share in, the sufferings of 
his people, he might well have been ex- 
pected to appear devoid of sympathy with 
them. * But the inspired mission for which 
he was destined influenced his character 
from the very first, and we find him early 
evincing sympathy with the sufferings of 
his compatriots, and even betrayed by his 
zeal into the crime of homicide (Exod. ii. 
11, 12). By this rash act he was driven 
into exile, and sought refuge amidst the 
nomad tribes dwelling on the borders of 
Palestine and Arabia. 

But the Divine purpose was not to be 
thwarted by the imprudence of its human 
instrument. After years of exile, during 
which the laws and customs of his people 
have been almost forgotten, he is suddenly 
brought face to face with God on Sinai, 
and sent with all the authority of preeter- 
natural powers to deliver the nation of 
Israel from Egyptian bondage. 

Backed by such credentials, all difficul- 
ties save way before him; the abject spirit 
of his enslaved countrymen is aroused; 
the obstinacy of Pharaoh and the craft of 
Pharaoh's magicians are overcome; and 
amidst dreadful visitations, which cow 
the proud Egyptians and force even the 
impious Pharaoh to acknowledge the 
power of Israel's God, Moses leads the 
people out of the house of bondage to the 
Promised Land. The history of the chosen 
people as a nation begins with the Exodus, 
their departure from Egyptian soil being 
signalized by the miraculous deliverance 
at the passage of the Red Sea. 

The children of Israel did not take the 
ordinary route from Egypt to the Prom- 
ised Land, "God led them not through 
the way of the land of the Philistines, 
although that was near, for God said. 
Lest peradventure the people repent when 
they see war, and they return to Egypt; 
but God led the people about, through the 
way of the wilderness of the Red Sea" 
(Exod. xiii. 17, 18). This " way of the 
wilderness " passes round the head of the 
Gulf of Suez, the western arm of the Red 
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Sea. Now in Exod. xiv. we are told that 
the Egyptians came upon them before 
they had rounded the head of the gulf, so 
that the fugitives were forced to take to 
the water or fall into their enemies' hands, 
either of which alternatives appeared to 
involve certain destruction. 

But the Lord was ever present to help 
them : *^ And the Lord caused the sea to go 
back by a strong east wind all that night, 
and made the sea dry land, and the waters 
were divided. And the children of Israel 
went into the midst of the sea upon the 
dry ground. And the waters were a wall 
unto them on their right hand and on 
their left." 

The exact site of this miracle it is impos- 
sible to fix; but it is certain that the 
Israelites must have crossed somewhere in 
the neighborhood of the present head of 
the gulf. The spot now called 'Ayiin 
Musa, or " Moses' wells," is evidently con- 
nected traditionally with the Exodus, and 
might have been their first camping- 
ground, f^m this point their road is 
plain for the first three days; for it is the 
straightest path one can choose across a 
i!at strip of desert. The Bible tells us 
&at ^^they went out into the wilderness 
of Shur; and they went three davs in tJie 
wilderness and found no water" (Exod. 
XV. 22). Now there are two remarkable 
things which the modem traveller must 
notice here; first, that the desert is 
bounded on his left by a lofty to all (He- 
brew, shur) of mountain; ana, secondly, 
that for the first three days he traverses a 
perfectly waterless track. "And when 
they came to Marah, they could not drink 
of the waters of Marah, for they were 
bitter" (Exod. xv. 23). Again the traveller 
finds the Bible corroborated, for the first 
spring wh^ch he finds is too bitter to drink. 
This spring, now called 'Ain Hawwarah, 
may or may not be the identical Marah at 
which Moses and the Israelites drank, but 
the well of Marah was doubtless in this 
neighborhood, and bitter from the same 
cause, — the presence of a substance called 
natrdn in the soil. 

Elim, their next station, " where were 
twelve wells of water, and threescore and 
ten palm trees," may be placed in the 
vicinity of the present springs and palm 
grove of Wady Gharandel, a pleasant val- 
ley to which we next come a few miles 
farther on. 

From Num. xxxiii. 10, we learn that 
" they removed from Elim, and encamped 
by the Red Sea." To reach the sea-coast, 
they must have turned down a broad val- 
ley called Wady Taiyebeh, at the mouth 
of which is a convenient open space which 
might well have served for the camping- 
ground of such a host; the other road lead- 
ing to the central group of mountains in 
which Sinai is situated, passes by Sar^bit- 



el-Kh^im, an Egyptian mining-station,, 
which the Israelites would have avoided. 

Besides the camp in the " Wilderness of 
Sin," which is probably on the coast near 
the mouth of a broad valley called Seih 
Sidreh, two other stations are now men- 
tioned in the Bible, Dophkah and Alush ; 
it is unimportant to identify these. 

The next station after Alush was Rephi- 
dim, where the Amalekites assembled to 
defend their fertile valley, and where the 
waters gushed forth from the smitten 
rock. Here we have wonderful confirma- 
tion of the Mosaic narrative. A journey 
of three days from the camp in the " Wil- 
derness of Sin" brings us to the most 
fertile valley in the peninsula, Wady 
Feir^, and the first leading inland which 
is sufficiently broad to admit the passage 
of a large number of men and cattle. 
Then, some way up the valley, a few 
miles before the fertile part begins, is a 
rock, of which the simple Bedawin, who 
never heard of the Bible, still say: "Our 
Lord Moses smote it, and water miracu- 
lously flowed from the stone." 

The old travellers all identify Feir^ 
with Rephidim, and Antoninus Martyr, 
writing in the seventh century, mentions 
his having seen a chapel or oratorium built 
in honor of Moses, on tiie very hill upon 
which he stood when Aaron and Hur held 
up his hands at the battle with the Amale- 
kites. 

The children of Israel " departed from 
Rephidim, and pitched in the wilderness 
of Sinai, and there Israel encamped before 
the mount" (Exod. xix. 2). This verse 
evidently implies a break in the march 
between Rephidim and Sinai, and the 
account exactly accords with the route now 
followed. The traveller sends his ba^age 
round by WMy-es-Sheikh, and he him- 
self, mounted on his dromedary and at- 
tended bj lightly-laden camels, may reach 
Jebel-Musa (the mount of Moses) in a 
single day's march. Tradition and prob- 
ability alike single out this mountain as 
the Mount of the Law, and a spot more 
fitted by nature for the awful scenes 
transacted there can scarcely be imagined. 

Mount Sinai is an immense block, iso- 
lated from the surrounding mountains by 
deep valleys, so that it would be an easy 
task to set bounds round it, and prevent 
persons from making the ascent. The 
" nether end of the mountain is a magnifi- 
cent bluff rising precipitously from the 
plain — truly a "mount which might be 
touched." In front of this stretches a 
broad plain, which has been ascertained 
by Captain H. S. Pabner, R.E., from the 
actual measurements of the Ordnance 
Survey, to be capable of containing over a 
million of spectators. The highest sum- 
mit of the mountain is completely hidden 
from this plain; and on this secluded 
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peak Moses might well have remained for 
fbTty days until the people " wot not what 
had become of hini;" from the lower 
peak, overlooking the plain, the law-giver 
of Israel must have proclaimed the com- 
mandments of God to the expectant hosts 
assembled beneath. 

The events of the Exodus lie within a 
small compass, and the law-giving took 
place in a country not altogether unknown 
to geographers ; it is, therefore, compara- 
tively easy to reach a decision upon the 
whole question. But with the forty 
years' wanderings of Israel the case is far 
different, and the great wilderness had 
until lately scarcely ever been visited and 
never carefully examined. Accordingly, 
in treating of this part of my subject, I 
am compelled to fall back upon my own 
experiences in that barren region, which 
my companion, Mr. Tyrwhitt-Drake, and 
I were the first to thoroughly explore. 

The ordinary road from the convent of 
Mount Sinai to the little seaport of 'Aka- 
bah, at the head of the eastern arm of the 
Red Sea, crosses a sandy plain in the north- 
east of the Sinaitic peninsula. This plain 
is one of the dreariest spots in the whole 
desert, but the neighborhood is deeply in- 
teresting, for a few hours short of the 
plain, stone-heaps, an immense number of 
tombs, and other remains of an Israelitish 
camp may still be seen, probably Kibroth- 
hattaavah (graves of gluttony) ; and a little 
further on is Hazeroth, the second perma- 
nent encampment after leaving Sinai. 

About a day's journey past ' Ain Hud- 
herah, the present Arabic form of the 
Hebrew word Hazeroth, we come to Jebel 
' Aradeh, a name identical with Haradeh, 
another station of the Israelites, which 
has hitherto remained unrecognized. 

Shortly after this point we enter the 
wilderness called Badiet et Tihy "the 
Desert of the Wandering." This is a broad 
plateau of limestone, the southern edge of 
which projects wedgewise into the Sinaitic 
peninsula. It is bounded on the north by 
the Mediterranean Sea and the mountains 
of Judah, on the west by the Isthmus of 
Suez, and on the east by the Wddy el 
'Arabeh, that large depression or valley 
which runs between the Gulf of 'Akabah 
and the Dead Sea. 

Across this tract of desert Jacob travelled 
to visit his long-lost sou Joseph ; and across 
the same waste the Vinjjin mother fled 
with her Holy Child ; and the hilly pla- 
teau in its north-east comer was once 
the home and pasture-ground of the patri- 
arch.s, the "south country" of Scripture. 

The key to the movements of the Israel- 
ites after their departure from Hazeroth 
is til 3 position of Kadesh-bamea, as we 
see ftom Deut. i. 19, "And when we 
departed from Horeb, we went through all 
t^at great and terrible wilderness which 



ye saw by the way of the mountain of the 
Amorites, as the Lord our God commanded 
us: and we came to Kadesh-bamea." 
This is found on the western edge of the 
plateau last mentioned, and consists of a 
large tract of open wilderness, stretching 
out from the foot of a long line of cliffs, 
in which may yet be seen a fountain, 
bearing the name of Gadis, or Kadesh. In 
the immediate neighborliood are the moun- 
tains of the Amorites (Deut. ii. 19, 20), 
still called by their scriptural name, in it& 
Arabic form, 'Amarin. 

An ancient fort guards a mountain pass 
in these hills, by which we reach a fertile 
plain, having the ruins of a fine town in 
Its midst. The city is named Sebaitah 
(the Hebrew Zephath, or " watch-tower " ), 
and the fort is called by an Arabic word, 
meaning also watch-tower. The impor- 
tance of these two places, which Mr. Tyr- 
whitt-Drake and I had the good fortune to 
discover, will be best seen from two pas- 
sages of Scripture. In Num. xiv. 43, 45, 
we read that "the Amalekites and 
Canaanites which dwelt in that hill" 
came down and smote the people, even 
unto Hormah. And in Judges i. 17 we 
are told that " Judah went with Simeon 
his brother, and they slew the Canaanites 
that inhabited Zephath, and utterly de-* 
stroyed it: and the name of the city was 
called Hormah." Thus we find that Hor- 
mah and Zephath are the same, or rather 
that Horm^ was called the city of the 
Zephath or watch-tower. 

This city and tower in the mountains of 
the Amorites, within a short distance of 
Kadesh, conclusively prove the accuracy 
of that part of the narrative of the wandei^ 
ings of the Israelites which relates to their 
sojourn at Kadesh and defeat at Hormah. 

Hitherto, the children of Israel had 
been led towards the Promised Land, and 
but for their constant murmurings and 
disobedience would, no doubt, have been 
permitted to enter in at this point. But 
their neglect of God's express command, 
in "having presumed to go up into the 
hill-top " to attack the enemy, resulted in 
defeat and disappointment. And then 
came the dreadful punishment, forty years- 
of wandering in that cheerless wilderness. 

It must not be supposed that during all 
this time the hosts of Israel were continu- 
ally on the move, but that, instead of 
marching on and conquering, they were 
beaten back at every point by the Canaan- 
ites, and compelled to linger, in a homeless 
state, pitching their tents wherever they 
could find pasture for their flocks and 
herds. During all this time the Bible is 
silent as to their doings, save a sad record 
of murmurings, rebellions, sorrows and 
forebodings. 

But in the fortieth year they again, 
assembled at Kadesh; the Lord was once 
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more with them, and the kings of Moab 
and Edom were powerless to prevent their 
onward march to Canaan. 

During the Exodus and wanderings, the 
Israelites were led by the visible presence 
of Jehovah. The periods of reverse were 
consequent upon their own sin, to punish 
which tJiat presence was withdrawn. The 
government was thus a theocracy in the 
purest and fullest acceptation of the term; 
Grod ruled their councils, and Moses, their 
■earthly leader, was the prophet and oracle 
of their God. Hence we see them rising 
or falling, victorious or conquered, united 
or dispersed, as they accepted or rejected 
this direct government of God. 

The grand earthly aim of Moses and the 
hosts of Israel was tiie conquest of Canaan, 
and to this purpose they were constantly 
commanded to adhere. When the weary 
wanderings came to an end, and the young 
generation had in the meantime grown up 
to man's estate, the death of Moses on 
Mount Nebo must have cast a heavy cloud 
over their prospects, for they could never 
hope again to see at their head one so 
favored by Divine grace, or so able to cope 
with every unforeseen difficulty or political 
crisis. 

But, when God has a purpose to fulfil, 
an instrument is never wanting. Thus, 
after the death of Moses, the leadership of 
the people fell upon Joshua, the son of 
Nim. AH previous mention of him points 
to his fitness for the post, and to his grad- 
ual preparation for the lofty destiny to 
which he had been ordained. 

We early meet with him as the confiden- 
tial servant and companion of Moses, and 
at the first great crisis in their affairs — 
the rebellion of the people at Eadesh on 
the southern border of Canaan — we find 
him, together with Caleb, the brave prince 
of the tribe of Judah, leading to a success- 
ful issue the difficult expedition to spy out 
the resources and defences of the Prom- 
ised Land. At that time he was called 
Hoshea, "help," but on his successful 
accomplishment of this mission his name 
was changed by Moses to Joshua, " Jeho- 
vah's help," a title significant of the 
part he was afterwards to perform. 

As, before leaving Egypt, they were 
commanded to prepare themselves for won- 
drous events to follow, by eating the Pass- 
over as a sacrament and token of their 
covenant with God, so now, before enter- 
ing the Promised Land, they received the 
command, "Sanctify yourselves, for to- 
morrow the Lord will do wonders among 
you." As the waters of the Red Sea 
divided to let the people pass from the 
bondage of Egypt to the freedom of the 
wilderness, and to allow them to enter 
into the glorious heritage of the law pro- 
claimed by God's own lips from Sinai, so, 
alter their probationary wanderings, the 



swollen flood of Jordan was parted asun- 
der, and the people marched over on dry 
land to take possession of their earthly 
heritage. 

And now Joshua, at the command of 
God, bade one man from each tribe set a 
stone in the midst of Jordan, and as tiie 
memorial act was completed, the waters 
rushed back again into their channel. 
This miraculous act, parallel to the inci- 
dent which accompanied the deliverance 
of Israel under Moses, was recognized by 
the people as proof th&t Joshua was the 
divinely appointed successor of the de- 
ceased lawgiver, and as if in gracious token 
of his acceptance, the God of Israel ap- 
peared to Joshua nigh unto Jordan, and, 
revealing to him, as He had done to Moses, 
the splendor of His Divine Majesty, spake 
in the self-same words, "Loose the shoes 
from off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy." 

Joshua pitched his camp at Gilgal, a 
place on the western bank of the Jordan, 
a little to the south-east of Jericho, and 
from this as his head-quarters he speedily 
accomplished the subjugation of the land. 
Jericho was the first town which fell, and, 
as though to teach them that it was not 
in the strength of man that they should 
prevail, the city fell, not to the clash of 
arms and the shout of battle, but to the 
sound of the trumpets of the priests, and 
the utterance of the ineffable name of 
God. 

After the fall of Ai, Joshua led the con- 
quering army northwards to Mount Ebal, 
where the covenant between God and His 
people was solemnly renewed by the set- 
ting up of an altar to the Lord ; by the 
engraving of the law on stone, and reading 
it m the presence of the whole congrega- 
tion; and, finally, by the recital of uie 
blessings and curses from Mounts Ebal 
and Gerizim. After this solemn ceremony, 
Joshua " wrote these words in the book of 
the law of God, and took a great stone, and 
set it up there by the oak, that was in the 
sanctuary of the Lord" (Josh. xxiv. 26). 
Judges xi. 6, again mentions both the 
sanctuary and the " pillar that was in 
Shechem." 

Here, again, a wonderful confirmation 
is afforded by modern discovery. The 
Rev. George Williams was the first to 
notice in this valley of Shechem a natural 
amphitheatre, formed by a recess in Mount 
Ebal, exactly facing a similar recess in 
Moimt Gerizim; this amphitheatre, the 
subsequent investigations of Captains Wil- 
son and Anderson proved to be admirably 
adapted, both in size and acoustic proper- 
ties, for the assemblage and hearing of a 
large concourse of people. But, stranger 
still, close by this very spot is a sanctuary 
still called El 'Amiid, *^the pillar," con- 
taining the very stone set up by Joshua, and 
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Tenerated alike by Mohammedans and 
Samaritans. 

The country to the east of Jordan was 
now in the hands of the Israelites ; while 
by the destruction of Jericho and Ai, the 
peaceable submission of the city of Gibeon, 
and the establishment of the camp at Gil- 

fal) a firm footing had been established in 
Palestine itself. 

The principal tribes of the country, led 
by the chief of the Jebusites, now formed 
an alliance against the invaders, and 
turned their first fury upon the Gibeonites, 
whom they regarded as h^ing betrayed 
the common cause. Joshua received news 
of the attack at his camp at Gilgal, and, 
marching through the night with amazing 
rapidity to the relief of his allies, appeared 
in the morning before the walls of Gibeon. 

The battle that followed was the death- 
blow to heathendom in Canaan, the 
crowning victory *to the banner of the 
Lord. Discomfited before Israel, fleeing 
In blind confusion through the intricacies 
of their own mountain passes, the Amor^ 
ites fell before the avenging sword of 
Joshua and the terrible hailstones from 
on high, while the very " sun stood still 
4uid the moon stayed, until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their enemies." 

One last and unsuccessful struggle was 
made by the Canaanites; Jabin, me king 
of Hazor, capital of the northern kingdom, 
assembled together all the neighboring 
•chiefs with their followers, and made a 
stand against Joshua at the Lake Merom. 
The Canaanite army was ^^like the sand 
that is upon the sea-shore in multitude, 
with chariots and horses very many." 
Joshua lost no time in giving them battle, 
^^and the Lord delivered them into the 
hand of Israel, who smote them and 
ohased them as far as great Zidon and 
Misrephoth-maim, and to the valley of 
MizpsJi eastward, and they smote them 
until they left them none remaining" 
< Josh. xi. 4, 8). 

After this event, the subjugation of Pal- 
estine was slowly but surely accomplished, 
and although the Canaanites now and then 
rallied sufficiently to give considerable 
trouble to Joshua and his generals, they 
were never able again to endanger the 
stability of the Israelite occupation of the 
land. 



CHAPTER ni. 

THE SETTLEMENT IN PALESTINE. 

Afteb a war which lasted about seven 
years, the complete subjugation had been 
effected, and the various tribes, tired of 
hostilities, desired to settle down into the 
jpeaceful occupation of their conquered 



territory. Thus they disobeyed the com- 
mand of God, who had bidden them utterly 
exterminate the Canaanites. The rem- 
nant thus left of the heathen nations in 
Palestine not only constantly harassed the 
Israelites, but, by seducing the people 
from time to time into following their own 
idolatrous customs, was the immediate 
cause of all the visitations and chastise- 
ments which subsequently befell the He- 
brew race. 

Joshua's first act when peace was fairly 
established was the survey of the country, 
and its partition amongst the various 
tribes. 

To make this division intelligible, a brief 
sketch of the geographical aspect of the 
Promised Land must be given. 

We find this country to be as unique 
in its physical and geographical aspects 
as it is in its historical points of 
view. Small in extent, it yet embraces 
within its narrow limits some type or 
specimen of almost every possible feature 
of which physical geography treats. Within 
that narrow compass you have land and 
sea, mountain and plain, fertile fields and 
well-watered gardens, with parched and 
arid desert tracks, and the climate and 
fauna of the arctic zone almost side by 
side with the hot, heavy atmosphere and 
the luxurious vegetation of the tropics. 

Of the southern portion of the Holy 
Land, the Ne^eb, or, as it is called in the 
Authorized Version, " the south country," 
I have already spoken. 

Between the long mountainous ridge 
which forms, as it were, the backbone of 
the country, and the sea, there extends a 
broad, low-lying plain, partly desert and 
partly cultivated. This is called in the 
Bible "the Shephelah," or netherlands, 
rendered in our version sometimes "val- 
ley" and sometimes "plain." The lower 
portion of this maritime plain was called 
Philistia, and was chiefly assigned to the 
tribe of Judah, while the northern portion, 
which is terminated by the promontory of 
Mount Carmel jutting out into the sea, 
was known as the Plain of Sharon, and 
assigned to the tribe of Dan. The southern 
portion of the maritime plain was assigned 
to Simeon. 

Philistia was not subjugated at the time 
of the conquest by Joshua, but maintained 
its independence until the time of the first 
monarchy. Perhaps no part of the coun- 
try has preserved its ethnological charac- 
teristics so long; for the Fellahin, or peas- 
antry, are a race distinct from the rest of 
the inhabitants of Palestine; and the prin- 
cipal towns of the region, Gaza, Ascalon, 
Joppa, Ashdod, Lachish, and Gath, have 
never once disappeared from histoiy, but 
exist at the present day under the names 
of Gazzeh, Askalun, Y^fa, Esdad, Umm- 
Lakis, and Beit Jibrin, that is, Beth 
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Greborim, " the house of the giants." 

Proceeding northward, the nest division 
of the couutry which elaiiDH our attention 
is the "hill country " east of tl)e maritime 
plain just mentioned, and which formed 
the chief portion of the tril>e of Judah. 

In the lioolf of Joshua, thirty-eight 
cities are enumerated as belonging to this 
part of the country, and their nun]l>er 
was, as we know, greatly increased during 
its subsequent occupation by the large and 
powerful tribe of Judah. 

South of Hebron, the "hill couutry" 
is scarcely less barren than the Negeli itself ; 
but the ruins of the ancient towns are 
scattered in immense numl>ers over the 
whole district. Here, too, the names are 
scarcely altered from the Hebrew appella- 
tions given them in the Bible, and in Attir, 
Semii'ah, Tell Zif, Ma'in, Kirmii, and the 
like, we can easll; reci^ize the ancient 
Jattir. Eshtemoah, ZIph, Maon, Carmel, 
ete. The culminating point of the "hill 
country" is at Hebron, the chief city of 
the region, and, as the Bible Itself tells us, 
the oldest city in the world. 

Tlie neighborhood of Hebron is identical 
with the plains, or, more correctly, die 
"oalts" of Mamre, the scene of so many 
important events in Abraham's career; 
and within the present town is a structure, 
venerated alilce by Christians, Jews and 
MohammedaDs; namely, the enclosure 
built by Solomon around the burial-place 
of the patriarch and his family, the Cave 
of Machpelab. 

Within this region are comprised many 
remarkable spots. Bethlehem, the birth- 
place of our Lord, and near it fJie burial- 
place of Rachel, " in the way to Ephrath 
which is Bethlehem" (Gen. xxxv. 19), 
whose tomb is still to be seen, an object 
of veneration to all the three conflicting 
sects of Palestine. 

Leaving Hebron and Bethlehem, and 
proceeding eastwards towards the Dead 
Sea, we find a large and barren tract which 
hu evidently been uncultivated and unin- 



The Dad 5a. 



habited from the remotest times, for here 
onl*, in all Palestine, do we find no traces 
of ihe ruins of former cities. This is the 
wilderuesaof Judea. It slopes eastward 
gradually to the Dead Sea, clo^e to which 
It suddenly terminates in precipitous cliss. 
At the foot of the cliffs lies llie Iluheirat 
Liil^ "Lot's Lake," or the Dead Sea. It 
lies no less than 1,300 feet below tlie level 
of the Mediterraiiean, and tlie climate in 
tills deep and sheltered spot is almost trop- 

The Dead Sea is always spokpn of in 
Scripture as the Salt Sea, its watei's being 
BO inteusely salt and bitter that nu fonuuf 
life whatever exiiits within them. This 
condition they owe to the presence, at the 
southern end, of an immense mass of rock- 
salt, no less than 300 feet high, and known 
by the name of Jebei UjKlum. At the 
northern end of Ihe lake, in ail probaL>ility, 
were situated the cities of the pln.tn, u[>on 
which fell so signal and terrible a punish- 
On the western side of the lake is 'Ain 
Jidy, the ancient Engedi. We learn also 
from Chronicles (2 Chron. sx. 2) that it 
waa identical with Hazezon-Taniar, tha 
fortress taken by Chedorlaomer, who in- 
vaded Palestine in the lime of Abraham. 

Not far from 'Ain Jidy, and lying l)e- 
tween the latter place and the southern 
end of the Dead Sea, are the ruins of tlia 
ancient fortress of Hasada, which, though 
not mentioned in the Uible, played a most 
important part in later Jewtshhistory, and. 
formed the last refuge of the Jews during 
the war of independence. 

Between 'Ain Jidy and the northern 
end of the lake are several oases, where 
the little mountain streams leap forth upon 
the plain. The last of these is called 'Ain 
Peskhah, and here the Ghor, or Plain of 
Jordan, commences. From the junction 
of Jordan with the Dead Sea, at this point, 
" the bay of the sea at the uttermost part 
of Jordan," a line drawn westward over 
the hills marks the boundary between 
Judsdi and Benja- 
min. This frontier 
I line passed by Beth- 
hogla. Beth-arabah, 
the stone of Bohan, 
the valley of Achor, 
and the "going up 
to Adummlm." 

The course of this 
boundary line may 
be easily traced at 
the present day. 
Beth-hogla is the 
present 'AinHajleh; 
a little to the south- 
east of Jericho, the 
" going up of Adum- 
min " la the pass 
on the south Bide 
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of the great W^dy Kelt, the ordinary 
road between Jericho and Jerusalem. The 
stone of Bohanhas been recently identified 
in an ingenious and convincing manner by 
Monsieur Ganneau (the discoverer of the 
Moabite stone) with a rock now known by 
the name of Hajar el Asbah. 

Proceeding up the Jordan valley, the 
fu*st important place to which we come is 
Jericho, which, although now but a mere 
collection of hovels, was a wealthy and 
strongly-fortified town at the time of the 
conquest of Canaan by Joshua, and con- 
tinued to play an important part in history 
even as late as the crusading times. Its 
present name, Er Riha, is absolutely iden- 
tical, letter for letter, with the ancient 
name Jericho, little as our spelling of the 
latter word would seem to indicate the 
fact. 

Immediately opposite to Jericho, on the 
eastern side of the Jordan, is a large, bar- 
ren plain, "the Plain of Shittim," upon 
which the Israelitish hosts encamped be- 
fore their invasion of the Promised Land. 

The southern boundary of Benjamin ran 
up the steep ascent from the northern end 
of the Dead Sea to Jerusalem. Taking in 
the latter town, it ran north-west to a 
point on the western slopes of the "hill 
country," where the latter sinks into the 
Plain of Sharon. From this point its 
northern boundary starts, and, passing 
north of Bethel, crosses the hills, and 
descends into the Jordan valley. It is 
ttkusy although very small as compared with 
the allotments of the other tribes, one of 
the most important of all the divisions of 
the country, including the two great passes 
into the centre of the country, Michmash 
on the east, and Beth-horan on the west, 
Jerusalem, the capital, being also situated 
in its border. Within these narrow limits, 
too, are comprised the sites of Bethel, Ai, 
Gribeon, Mizpah, and many other names 
familiar in our mouths as household 
words. 

The central " hill country " of Palestine, 
a much more fertile and more diversified 
tract of land than that of Judah, was 
nearly equally divided between the tribe 
of Ephraim and the half tribe of Manasseh ; 
the portion of the former comprising the 
region of Shechem. The other chief points 
of interest in the same neighborhood — 
the well of Jacob, where our Lord dis- 
coursed with the woman of Samaria, the 
tomb of Joseph hard by in the same valley 
of Shechem, and the ruins of the Temple 
of Samaria on Mount Gerizim — are well 
known. 

Just within the southern limits of Eph- 
raim, a little north of Bethel, is Seiliin, the 
ancient Shiloh, where Eli and Samuel 
dwelt, and where the Ark of the Lord 
rested for so many years. The portion of 
the tribe of Manasseh on the western side 



of Jordan stretches right across Palestine ; 
its southern border is difficult to define, 
being somewhat confused with the pos- 
sessions of Ephraim. The northern border 
begins at Beth-shean on the east, and then 
takes a bold sweep round to the north as 
far as the promontory of Mount CarmeL 
The territory of Manasseh thus includes 
the passes of Esdraelon and the Plain of 
Jezreel, the scene of Gideon's exploits 
against the Midianite invaders. 

On the mountain ridge which terminates 
at Carmel, and overlooking the great Plain 
of Esdraelon, lie the ruins of the ancient 
Megiddo, in front of which two of the 
greatest battles of the Bible history were 
fought: the first was that in which the 
Canaanites were routed by Barak, when 
Sisera, their leader, fell; the second that 
in which Josiah, king of Israel, lost his 
life in endeavoring to oppose tlie hosts of 
Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt, who was 
advancing against the king of Syria. 
Along the foot of the self-same hills runs 
the Nahr el Makatta, " that ancient river, 
the river Kishon." 

About six miles from Megiddo, in the 
same chain, there suddenly rises a bold 
bluff, the east end of Mount Carmel, which, 
stretching to the north-west for about 
eighteen miles, as suddenly terminates in 
a similar bluff running down to the Medi- 
terranean. The east end of Carmel was 
the scene of the great contest between 
Elijah and the priests of Baal. The very 
spot at which this event took place has 
been identified, and is still known as El 
Mahrakah, "the place of burning or sacri- 
fice," and, as Dr. Tristram, its discoverer, 
aptly remarks, "from the El Mahrakah, 
or place of burning, a slippery path leads 
down to the Kishon, which now bears, in 
memory of that awful day, the name of 
Nahr el Makatta, "the river of slaugh- 
ter." 

At the foot of the mountains which 
mark the territory of Manasseh, a fine un- 
dulating plain, some twelve miles in width 
at its narrowest part, stretches right across 
the country, sinking imperceptibly into the 
Jordan valley on the east. The western 
portion is cut off from the rest of the mar- 
itime plain by the promontory of Carmel 
on the south, and on the north by another 
fine headland called Rfis-en-Nakura, which 
is really a spur of the Galilean hills. This 
part of the plain is known as the Plain of 
Acre, and is divided from the Plain of 
Esdraelon by a sparsely-wooded ridge. 

In the centre of the Plain of Esdraelon, 
at the foot of a low spur of Mount Gilboa, 
stands tJie little hamlet of Zer'in, the site 
of the ancient Jezreel. The modem Arabic 
name is identical with the Hebrew word 
which in our version of the Bible is spelt 
Jezreel, and the name Esdraelon given to 
it in the Septuagint is merely the Greek 
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rendering of the same word. Nothing but 
a few ruined columns and broken sar- 
cophagi remain of the city which was once 
the capital and pride of Israel. 

The Plain of Esdraelon is diversified by 
the hills of Tabor and Gilboa, and the hill 
of Moreh, generally known as the Little 
Hermon. Amongst the numerous ruined 
sites in the district we may notice those of 
Sulem, 'Ain Dur, and Nain, which are 
identical with the Shunem, Endor, and 
Nain of the Bible. The whole of this dis- 
trict belonged to the tribe of Issachar, and 
is identical with the Lower Galilee of the 
New Testament. 

The hilly district to the north of the 
Plain of Esdraelon was apportioned to the 
tribes of Zebulon and Naphthali; it was 
known later on by the name of Upper 
Galilee. 

It is chiefly as the scene of our Lord's 
ministry that Galilee is so full of interest 
for us. The frontier of Zebulon stretched 
from the Sea of Galilee to Mount Carmel 
and the sea. The territory of Zebulon 
thus included the Plain of Acre, and it is 
to the immediate connection with the 
trade of Phoenicia which this situation 
gave it that the prophetic blessing of Jacob 
alludes : ^* Zebulon shall dwell at the haven 
of the sea, and he shall be an haven of 
ships, and his border shall be untoZidon" 
(Gen. xlix. 13). 

The actual sea-coast district, as far as 
the frontier of Sidon, was assigned to the 
tribe of Asher. The portion of Naphthali 
included the north-western side of the 
Lake of Galilee, and ran up into the fer- 
tile valleys of the Anti-Libanus, including 
Mount Hermon, with its well-watered and 
vine-clad slopes. 

The Lake of Galilee is about 12 1-4 miles 
long by 6 3-4 miles broad ; it lies about 650 
feet below the level of the Mediterranean, 
and the climate, when contrasted with Uie 
fresh, cool air of the highlands above it, is 
almost tropical. 

At the time of the New Testament his- 
tory, its neighborhood was, as Josephus 
tells us, the most densely populated part 
of the country, and no less than nine cities 
existed on its shores, of which the misera- 
ble town of Tiberias alone remains. On 
the east side of the lake the cliffs are very 
steep, and at one or two places come down 
nearly to the water's edge. A few miles 
from the northern end of the lake, a deep 
valley, called Wady Semahk, runs down 
from the mountains, and a little to the 
south of this are som^ ruins now called 
Khersa; this is the site of the ancient 
Gergesa, the scene of the healing of the 
demoniac and of the destruction of the 
herd of swine. 

Of the ruins which still exist on the 
western side of the lake, the most impor- 
tant are Kerazeh and Tell Hum, the Chor- 



azin and Capernaum of the New Testa- 
ment. At the latter, the ruins of a syna- 
gogue have been found, and on the lintel 
the sculptured representation of a pot of 
manna may still be seen. In all human 
probability, this synagogue was the very 
one in which our Lord discoursed (St. 
John vi. 30, 31). 

Following the course of the Jordan 
northwards, we come to a little lake, about 
ten miles from the Lake of Galilee; this i& 
the " Waters of Merom," the site of the 
great battle in which Joshua crushed the 
Canaanitish power by the conquest of 
King Jabin of Hazor and his allies. It is 
a curious fact that in this district, which 
was the last stronghold of the Canaanites, 
traces of that people may still be found in 
the peculiar ethnological characteristics 
of the inhabitants, and some of their cus- 
toms and legends. 

One of the old Canaanitish towns, 
Kedesh-Naphthali, may still be identified 
in the modem village of Cadis, and it is a 
noteworthy fact that both the ancient and 
modern names are identical with that of 
the Canaanitish outpost on the southern 
frontier, which played so important a part 
in the history of the forty years' wander- 
ing. It was near Kedesh-Naphthali that 
Sisera, the Canaanite leader, died, pierced 
to the brain by the nail, or rather tent-pin, 
of Jael. 

A few miles north of Merom, we come 
to Tell el Cadhi, the " Judge's Mound," 
from which gushes forth one of the prin- 
cipal sources of the River Jordan ; this is 
identical with the ancient Laish or Dan. 
The name of Dan signifies in Hebrew " a 
judge," and still exists in the Arabic name- 
of tSie place. 

Here was a small colony of the tribe of 
Dan, whose narrow strip of land between 
Philistia and Ephraim was found too 
small to contain them. 

The territory of Asher lay by the sea- 
coast ; it embraced the Plain of Acre, and 
extended some way into the hills of Galilee 
eastward, being there conterminous with 
Zebulon and Naphthali. The whole of 
the coast-line never fell into the possession 
of the tribe of Asher, and Phoenicia Proper 
maintained its position as an independent 
kingdom, and held the maritime plain as 
far south as Tyre. 

Half the tribe of Manasseh never entered 
into their possession of the Promised Land, 
but, together with Gad and Reuben, were 
content in the fertile region to the east of 
Jordan. Of this country, the northern 
portion, extending southward from the 
slopes of Hermon to the River Hieromax 
(a stream which enters the Jordan a little 
below the Sea of Galilee), is identical with 
the kingdom of '^ Og the king of Bashan," 
who was defeated by the Israelites at 
Edrei, before the conquest of Canaan. 
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This was the Inheritance of the half-tribe 
uf ManasKi^h. 
The nextdlTision of the counlryeiteiids 

from the Elver Hieromax to the River 
Amon, the immense ravine which opens 
out in the centre of the mountains on the 
eastern aide of the Dead Sea. This large 
mountainous district ia divided into two 
nearly equal parts hy the liiver Jabbok, 
and is identical with the Oilead of Scrip- 
ture. The northern half was allotted to 
the tribe of Gad; the southern moiety to 
Keuhen. A little south of the Jabbok is 
one of the highest points of tbe range; It 
is called Jebel Jillid, thus perpetuating the 
ancient name of Gilead. 

Such were the geographical and tribal 
divisions of the Promised Land. To com- 
plete tlie sketch, I will say a few words 
about the ethnography of the country. 

The people of Palestine — tlie chosen 
people — have paid the penalty of their 
Kins, and are dispersed over the face of the 
w<)rld; those Hebrews who now sojourn 
there are strangers in the land of their 
fathers. 

It may at first sight appear, then, that 
with them would have been lost the dis- 
tinctive characteristics of the inhabitants, 
and that the manners and customs of the 
Bible could no longer exist In the country. 
Such, however, is not the case; for, al- 
tiiough the Jews — that is, the distinctive 
race who conquered the coun- 
try and held it for so maiiy 
Bges — are gone, yet the in- 
habitants of Palestine are no 
more supplanted by the new- 
comers and invaders than arc 
the Inhabitants of England 
extinguished by the Danish 
and Norman Invasion. 

As In the ancient times, so 
In the present day, the popula- 
tion of Palestine and coun- 
tries immediately bordering 
upon it ia pariJy nomad and 
partly stationary. Tbe habits 
of the nomad tribes are abso- 
lutely unchanged, and the 
constitution of society 
amonsgtthem is strictly patri- 

The reception of Slsera by 
Jael, the wife of Heber the 
Kenit« (Judges Iv. 18, 19), 
might serve a,i a general de- 
scription of our own visits to | 
the tents of the Moabite I 
Arabs: "And when he had I 
turned In unto her into the | 
tent, she covered him with a I 
mantle. And he said unto I 
her. Give me, I pray thee, a i 
little water to drink, for | 
I am thirsty: and she 
Opened a botUe of milk 



and gave him drink, and corered him." 
If by "bottle" we understand a small 
skin, in widch milk is kept, the pic- 
ture is complete. 

On the occasionof my first visit to Sinai, 
we found ourselves near the tents of our 
Sheikh 'Eid, whose wife and two children, 
accompanied by an aged male relative, 
came out to meet him. 'Eid saluted the 
old man, embraced liim, and kissed him on 
either cheek, and the pair then, with right 
hands clasped, repeated over and over 
again the words, Taiyibinf ("Are you 
weU? " ) with the answer. At hamdii lllldll 
tciiyMn! {"Thaak God, well!") Such a 
scene as this vividly calls to mind the 
words of Exodus xvili. 5-1. 

In the heart of those same Sinai moun- 
tains, too, I have seen a woman of the 
desert weaving, with a primitive loom of 
lier own construction, a cloth of goats' 
hair for her tent, Just as, 3,000 years betoro, 
the Bible tells us that on that self-same 
spot " all the women, whose hearla stirred 
thorn up in wisdom, spun goats' hair" 
(Exod. XXXV. 29) for the adornment of the 
tabernacle. 

The Bedawln tribes who now wander In 
the wildemessof the south country, where 
the patriarchs aforetime made their home, 
still lead tlieir flocks and herds to pasture 
in the self-same valleys, and even to drink 
at the self-same wells. 



o(B«Uwin Arabs at 
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The description of El Biy^r, "the Wells," 
situated at the northern edge of the Sinai 
peninsula, would apply to almost every 
well in Palestine; **Several large stone 
troughs are provided for the purpose of 
watering the flocks and herds, and the 
mouth of the well itself is stopped up with 
a large stone, to be rolled away when occa- 
sion requires, piecisely in the manner 
described in Genesis xxix. 10. 

In their wars and predatory excursions, 
too, the Bedawin enact over and over again 
the scenes of Scripture history. 

'^ The Chaldeans made out bands, and 
fell upon the camels, and have carried 
them away, yea, and slain the servants 
with the edge of the sword" (Job i. 17). 

** Robbery is not regarded by the Beda- 
win as in the least a disgraceful thing, but 
* a man taketh his sword, and goetSi his 
way to rob and steal ' (Esdras iv. 23), with 
a profound feeling of conscious rectitude 
and respectability." 

To commemorate the spot upon which 
a battle was fought, or on which a warrior 
fell, and, indeed, to perpetuate the mem- 
ory of any important event, the Bedawi 
Arab of the present day sets up a cairn, or 
pillar of stones, just as Jacob, when he 
had spoken with God, " set up a pillar in 
the place where he talked with nim, even 
a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink 
offering thereon, and he poured oil there- 
on" (Genesis XXXV, 14). 

The affairs of the little commonwealths 
are administered by a council of elders, 
with a sheikh, or chief man, at their head, 
and we find them from time to time com- 
bining against their Bedawin neighbors, or 
against the government, much in the same 
way as nations in other parts of the world. 
It is very important to bear this state of 
things in mind, for otherwise such histories 
as those where the kings of Sodom, and 
Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboiim, and 
Zoar, engage in war, would seem inconsist- 
ent with the undoubted geographical fact 
that they are all comprised within a dis- 
trict scarcely larger than one of the Eng- 
lish counties. 

In the cities, and still more in the vil- 
lages, of Palestine, the mode of life is now 
just what it was centuries upon centuries 
ago. The houses, the food, even the 
dresses, are the same ; the potter, with his 
rude potter's wheel, turns out vessels of 
the same shape as those ancient ones which 
excavations from time to time bring to 
light, and he even marks them with the 
ancient trade-mark, of which he knows 
not the import, but which has been handed 
down to him from generation to generation ; 
the peasant's dark hovel is lighted by 
lamps of the same pattern as those fomid 
in the oldest tombs ; the earth is still turned 
up by the primitive ploughs which we see 
ligured in the older sculptures; the wheat 



is trodden out by bullocks, as the Bible so 
often describes, and on the selfnsame 
threshing-floors as of old — flat terraces on 
a hill-side, from which the inequalities 
have been cut away by Jebusite and 
Canaanitish hands ; the same old stories and 
traditions linger amongst the people, and 
beneath the external disguise of Moham- 
medan worship, the older forms of religion 
are kept up; the common parlance of the 
people is still that of the Bible, so that the 
most ordinary phrases of their common 
life, when literally translated, have a sol- 
emn and stately ring to an European ear. 

In a word, the people of the Holy land 
are a living and incontrovertible proof that 
the Word of God is no vague, unreal rhap- 
sody, but an intensely true, vivid, and 
life-like reality. 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE JUDGES. 



The early annals of the Hebrew Repub- 
lic present a series of pictures of wild ad- 
venture and romantic incident rather than 
the continuous history of a nation. In 
fact, immediately after the establishment 
in Canaan there was no settled government 
representing a confederation of all the 
tribes, and the Judges of Israel were little 
more than leaders, called into prominent 
action by some danger which threatened 
the particular tribe to which they belonged, 
and supported only by such other sections 
of the community as had an immediate 
interest in repelling the attacks of a foreign 
enemy, or repressing some internecine 
quarrel. 

After the death of Joshua, the Israelites 
soon began to pay the penalty of their dis- 
obedience, and the heathen nations whom 
they had allowed to continue in their midst 
caused them constant annoyance. Judah 
and Simeon banded together, and defeated 
the combined armies of the Canaanites 
and Perizzites at Bezek, and took their 
chief prisoner, and cut off his thumbs and 
great toes. Such mutilation of prisoners 
of war was common in ancient times, and 
Adoni-Bezek, being notorious for the 
practice, was justly punished. 

After taking and burning Jerusalem, 
they marched southward, expelling the 
inhabitants of Hebron, and conquering 
the country as far as Zephath or Hormah. 
This place is identical with the city men- 
tioned (Numbers xxi. 3) as one of those 
places which ineffectually opposed the 
progi-ess of the Israelites on their first 
approach to the Promised Land. 

The more powerful cities of the Philis- 
tine Plain — Gaza, Ascalon, and Ekron — 
were attacked, but not thoroughly reduced. 
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Ephraim ^ned possession of the town of 
Bethel, The tribe of Daii, being worsted 
• by the AmoriMs, were drivea iiil« the 
iDOLUitains, and a part of the tribe pressed 
northwards and took the town of Laish at 
the head of the Jordan valley, which they 
colonized and called by their own name. 
The history of this expedition is curious. 
Five spies on their way passed the house 
of one Micah who, combinii^ the Idolatry 
of tlieCanaanites with the national faith of 
Israel, had erect«d a private shrine, and 
Appointed a poor, unscrupuluus Levite as 



The first s^^ptoms of the re-organization 

of the federal league waa the revolt of the 
tribes under the leadership of Othniel 
of Judah against Chushan-Kiuhathaini, 
king of Mesopotamia, who had invaded 
Palestine and compelled the people to pay 
him tribute. 

At the end of another forty years, the 
tribes east of Jordan were assailed by the 
Ammonites, Amalekites, and Moabites. 
under Eglon, Iting of Moab. The capture 
of Jericho by the confederate forces of the 
enemy seems to have alarmed the hill- 



priest. The spies consulted this oracle, 
and received an encour^ng reply, which 
was confirmed by subsequent experience. 
Hence the sii hundred wlio marched out 
to Laish, hearing of this, seized the graven 
Image, and set it up in Laish as an object 
of worship (Judges xviii, 30, ai}. 

The corruption of national manners con- 
sequent upon this forsaking of the national 
faith led lo the most disastrous conse- 
quences, and a crime committed by the 
Inhabitants of GIbeah, a city of Benjamin, 
^ve rise to a civil war, which nearly 
resultedintheexterminationof theoffend- 
Ingtribe (Judges six., xx., xxi.). 

These events, although recorded later on 
in the Book of Judges, are. It is generally 
agreed, anterior to flie time of the Judges. 



tribes for their own safely; and Ehud, 
from the tribe of Benjamin, appeared as 
the deliverer of the people at tJiis impor- 
tant crisis. Eglon, who waa by his gen- 
eraJiihip the main instrument of the 
enemy s success, was assassinated at the 
instigation of Ehud, and the latter, escap- 
ing into the territory of Ephraim, obtained 
the assistance of that powerful tribe, and 
effectually delivered the country from the 
Moabites. 

Eighty yeara now passed away, during 
which the land had comparative rest, 
though the tribes who bordered on Phi listia 
experienced molestation at the hands of 
that i)eople, for after Ehud came "Sham- 
gar tlie son of Anatli, which slew of the 
Philistines six hundred men with an OS' 
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goad: and he also delivered Israel (Judges 
iii. 31)." 

Troubles next began to arise in the 
north, and a similar confederation to that 
which Joshua had defeated at Merom 
again threatened the Hebrews. As before, 
the Canaanites were under the leadership 
of a king of Hazor, who bore the same 
name as his predecessor, Jabin. His 
forces, under the command of Sisera, a 
fierce and able general, held the northern 
tribes in subjection for twenty years, but 
were at last signally defeated, thanks to 
the enthusiasm and patriotic ardor kindled 
by the inspired prophetess Deborah. 

Another forty years of peace were passed 
after these events, with the usual result, 
"the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lord : and the Lord delivered 
them into the hand of Midian seven years " 
(Judges vi. 1). 

In the midst of all this distress God 
raised up a deliverer in the person of Gid- 
eon, of the tribe of Manasseh, who, en- 
couraged by visible signs of Divine favor 
and support, rallied a large army from 
Manasseh, Zebulun, Naphthali, and Asher, 
and declared war against the oppressors. 
With a picked band of his bravest follow- 
ers, he surprised them in a night attack, 
put them to utter rout, and expelled them 
from the land with a loss of 120,000 men, 
their head sheikhs, or princes, Oreb and 
Zeb, Zebah and Zalmunna, being among 
the slain. The names of the first two 
Midianite princes, Oreb and Zeb, mean 
respectively "the raven" and "the 
wolf" ; and it is a curious coincidence that 
the latter name is still the appellation of 
one of the chief families of the powerful 
trans- Jordanic tribe of the Adw^n Arabs, 
while the Beni Sakar, " sons of the A;iie," 
are amongst the most formidable of the 
neighboring Bedawin tribes. 

As a reward for these signal services, 
Gideon was offered the name and title of 
a king, which dignity he, however, refused. 
But even he, the direct recipient of a Di- 
vine revelation, he who had risked his life 
and incurred the displeasure of his com- 
patriots by overthrowing the altar of Baal 
at Ophrah, was no sooner possessed of the 
spoils of the Midianites than he made of 
them an ephod and other religious symbols, 
and set up an idolatrous worship of Jeho- 
vah in the self-same city. 

Forty years more, and idolatry was again 
rife in Israel ; Gideon died, and Abimelech, 
an illegitimate son of the great leader, as- 
pired to grasp the crown which his father 
had refused. Gathering round him a des- 
perate band at Shechem, where his moth- 
er's kindred dwelt, he fell on the city of 
Ophrah, and murdered all his seventy 
brethren, save Jothan, the youngest, who 
escaped. After this treacherous act, he 
was proclaimed king by the inhabitants of 



Shechem and the neighboring towns, in: 
spite of the remonstrances of Jothan. 
Three years sufficed to convince the She- 
chemites of their folly; the people rose 
against Abimelech, and, just as he seemed 
on the point of suppressing the insurrec- 
tion, he fell, wounded by a woman's hand, 
and only escaped that ignominious end by 
falling on his armor-bearer's sword. This 
unsuccessful attempt to found a monarchy 
over part, at least, of the tribes of Israel, 
was but a prelude to that movement which 
was shortly to follow, when the whole 
nation clamored for a king. 

The Mosaic Law, though strictly enjoin- 
ing adherence to the divinely-prescribed 
form of government, wisely contemplated 
the possibility of this undesirable change, ' 
and appointed rules for the conduct of the 
king, with a view to moderating the effects 
of the change (Deut. xvii. 14r-20). Joshua, 
by his fair partition of the country, and by 
enforcing the law as to the inalienability 
of property in land, set a strong barrier 
against the encroachments of individual 
ambition, and so put off the evil day. 

The next two Judges were Tola, of the 
tribe of Issachar, who exercised his author- 
ity at Shamar, in Mount Ephraim, for 
twenty-three years, and Jair of Gilead, who 
ruled for twenty-two years, and of whom 
nothing further is told us than that " he 
had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass 
colts, and they had thirty cities" (Judges 
X. 4). During these forty-five years, 5ie 
Israelites had, as usual, relapsed into the 
grossest idolatry, and the usual punishment 
followed. The Philistines invaded the 
southern border of Palestine, and the 
Ammonites, overcoming the trans-Jor- 
danic tribes, had even marched across the 
river, and attacked the allied armies of 
Judah, Ephraim and Benjamin. 

Th*e inhabitants of Gilead had, from 
their position, suffered most severely from 
the incursions of the Ammonites, and at 
Mizpah, a town in that country (built 
upon the site of the stone set up by Jacob 
and Laban in token of their coven^t), 
the Israelites had mustered their forces, 
and were concerting measures to repel the 
invaders. 

At Mizpah dwelt a famous outlaw and 
freebooter, Jephthah, an illegitimate son 
of Gilead. In their extremity, the elders 
entreated him to return and lead their 
armies against the Ammonites. This he 
consented to do, vowing that, should suc- 
cess attend his arms, he would sacrifice to 
Jehovah the first thing that met him on 
his return. The sequel of the story is 
familiar. Jephthah, returning to Mizpah 
after a glorious and decisive victory, was 
met by his only daughter, and the mis- 
guided, but devout, soldier sacrificed her 
in fulfilment of his vow. 

The country was scarcely delivered f ronL 



THE JUDGES. 



41 



the Ammonites when Ephraim declared 
war against Gilead, jealous of the laurels 
which the latter had won, and at the slight 
they themselves had received in not being 
asked to participate in the war. Jephthah 
at once marched against them, defeated 
them, and occupied the passages of the 
Jordan before the Ephraimites could re- 
treat into their own territory (Judges xii. 
5,6). 

Jephthah ruled for seven years, and 
after him came three other Judges, of 
whom we know nothing more than the 
names; they are Ibzan of Bethlehem, EJon 
of Zebulun, and Abdon of Ephraim, the 
period of their authority extending over 
twenty-five years. The next Judge who 
appears upon the scene is Samson. The 
Philistines had by this time overrun the 
south country, and caused great and con- 
tinued annoyance to the Israelites, and the 
record of Samson's strange adventures and 
personal prowess against them seems to 
indicate that the free spirit of the Hebrew 
nation was chafing under a foreign yoke, 
and that gigantic, but useless, efforts were 
made by individual chieftains or families. 
The memories of such attempts would 
naturally group themselves around so im- 
posing a figure as the Herculean Nazarite 
hero, Samson. 

Hitherto, heroes and deliverers had 
started into prominence from the various 
tribes, but no rallying point for the whole 
nation had appeared. This was obviously 
to be looked for at Shiloh, where the only 
authorized symbols of the national worship 
were placed, and, if a personal leader were 
to be found in the theocracy, it was evident 
that his appointment must proceed from 
the seat of the Divine government. So 
loose had the bonds become which held 
together the different communities of the 
Hebrew republic, that, unless some such 
a leader should soon arise to knit them 
once more together, the very existence of 
the Republic would be threatened. God, 
:it this critical juncture, interfered to save 
His chosen people. 

The offices of Judge, or civil leader, and 
of high priest, were for the first time com- 
bined in the person of Eli ; but his great 
age and physical infirmities rendered him 
unfit for so great a responsibility, while 
his criminal weakness in overlooking the 
excesses of his sons, Phinehas and Hophni, 
had introduced fresh complications into 
the situation. But it was not to Eli or his 
house that Israel was to look for a deliv- 
erer. Attached to the service of the tab- 
ernacle was a youth, dedicated to God be- 
fore his birth, and from his earliest years 
educated to the ministry. To him the 
Divine commission came, and the youthful 
Samuel was commanded to bear to the 
aged high priest the message of vengeance 
against the house of Eli. 



A desperate straggle was now made hy 
the Israelites to throw off the Philistine 
yoke ; but they were totally defeated in a 
battle which occurred at Aphek in Judah. 
In their despair, they bethought them of 
the Ark, which had been a sure pledge of 
victory to Joshua's armies. The proud 
Judidi was forced to humble itself before 
its powerful rival Ephraim, and ask per- 
mission to remove the Ark from its rest- 
ing-place in Shiloh. This request was 
granted. The Ark, under the safe-conduct 
of the two priests, Phinehas and Hophni, 
was carried out to the camp, and around 
that sacred emblem the tribes of Israel 
rallied, for the first time united in one 
common cause. 

The Philistines advanced to battle with 
sore misgivings, when they saw the sym- 
bol of that mighty God who had wrought 
such wonders in Egypt and Canaan. But, 
though the Israelites fought with unwonted 
ardor, the iron chariots and the numbers 
of Philistia prevailed, 30,000 of the chosen 
people fell, and the Ark of God was taken. 

Terrible was the consternation at Shiloh * 
and when the messenger told Eli, " Israel 
is fled before the Philistines, and there has 
been a great slaughter among the people, 
and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phin- 
ehas, are dead, and the Ark of God is 
taken," the aged high priest fell from his 
seat, breaking his neck, and died; while 
the wife of Phinehas, giving premature 
birth to a son, expressed the general feel- 
ing of Israel when, unmindful of her own 
pains, and the loss of husband and friends, 
she wailed Ichabody " the glory is departed 
from Israel," and gave that mournful 
name to the son of her tribulation. 

But the acquisition of the Ark proved 
an unfortunate one for the Philistines. 
Wherever the holy shrine was brought, 
plagues and troubles fell upon its pos- 
sessors; and Dagon, their idol, fell pros- 
trate and broken before it. After seven 
months, they determined to restore it, 
together with a propitiatory offering, con- 
sisting of golden emerods and mice, repre- 
senting the plagues by which they had 
been smitten. 

Two milch kine were yoked to the car 
which bore the Ark, and, without the 
guidance of mortal hands, the kine set off 
upon the direct road to Beth-shemesh, 
within the Israelite frontier. The Ark 
was welcomed with great rejoicings, and a 
sacrifice was at once offered up, the kine 
which drew the Ark being slaughtered 
for the occasion, and the car which bore it 
being broken up for fuel. 

The profane inhabitants of Beth-shemesh 
were rash enough to look into the holy 
chest, and their curiosity was punished by 
the death of a large number. The Ark 
was then solemnly removed to Kirjath- 
jearim, a neighboring hill-city, and Shiloh 
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ceased to be regarded as a holy place. For 
twenty years after this the Philistines 
continued to oppress Israel ^ but Samuel, 
who had now succeeded Eh in the exer- 
cise of the double functions of leader and 
priest, kindled an enthusiasm amongst the 
people, and induced them to struggle to 
throw off the yoke. His first care was to 
eradicate the love of idolatry : and, in order 
to excite a spirit of devotion and religious 
fervor, he gathered round him a number 
of men like himself, earnest for the cause 
of God, who devoted themselves entirely 
to promoting a religious revival. 

This was the ori^n of the School of the 
Prophets, which continued till the fall of 
the kingdom to exercise an astonishing 
influence upon the Jewish nation. From 
the description given of them in the Bible, 
we learn that the constitution of their 
society and the ceremonies practised were 
almost identical with those of the Eastern 
dervishes of the present day; and that it 
w;is when wrought up to a pitch of 
ecstatic excitement by music and dancing 
that they uttered those inspired strains. 

Samuel so far succeeded that he was 
able to sunmion the people to a general 
convention at Mizpah, and thereto receive 
from them a solemn promise to repent, 
and put away the images of Baal and 
Astarte, and serve the Lord alone. The 
Philistines, taking this assembly as an 
expression of revolt, hastily collected their 
forces and marched upon them; but Sam- 
uePs prayers prevailed, and the people — 
nerved to valor by the promise of help 
from God, and convinced of His visible 
presence by a terrible storm which helped 
to discomfit the enemy — obtained a signal 
victory and drove the Philistines out of 
the land. 

The influence and authority of Samuel 
enabled him to unite the greater part of 
the scattered tribes, especially those of 
the south, and once more to give life to 
the nation. So long as he could personally 
direct them, the affairs of the common- 
wealth prospered; but when, in his old 
age, the duties of government devolved 
upon his two sons, these latter proved 
venal and corrupt, and the people began to 
murmur for a more settled form of govern- 
ment, and bade Samuel make them a king, 
to judge them like the nations. They 
doubtless felt that their guerilla warfare 
was of little avail against the powerful 
monarchies with which they had to con- 
tend, and desired a more complete military 
organization, and therefore they cried that 
their king might go before them to battle. 

Samuel pointed out all the disadvantages 
of a despotic rule, but the people were im- 
portunate, and the Lord at last com- 
manded the aged Judge to anoint a 
Mng. 

llie choice, directed by Divine inspira- 



tion, fell upon one Saul, a young man of 
good presence and commanding stature, 
and descended from one of the chief fam- 
ilies of the tribe of Benjamin. He was at 
first privately anointed by Samuel, and 
sent to the School of the Prophets, that he 
m^ht receive that training and feel those 
influences of religion and partiotism that 
should fit him for his high station. Still 
later, a solenm. assembly of all the tribes 
was held at Mizpah. The tribe of Benja- 
min was designated by lot from all the 
rest, and Saul was received as king. 

The monarch-elect did not enter at once 
upon his functions, and the whole author- 
ity of the state was really still exercised 
by Samuel; but an occasion shortly pre- 
sented itself in which Saul proved his 
fitness to wield the sovereign power. 
Nahash, king of the Ammonites, had 
invaded Gilead, and demanded Uiat the 
inhabitants of the city of Jabesh, which 
he was now besieging, should submit to 
have their right eyes put out, in token of 
subjection. In their despair, they appealed 
to Saul, who " took a yoke of oxen, and 
hewed them in pieces, and sent them 
throughout all the coasts of Israel by the 
hands of messengers, saying. Whosoever 
Cometh not forth after Saul and after 
Samuel, so shall it be done unto his oxen " 
(1 Sam. xi. 7). The signal was at once 
responded to ; the tribes of Israel mustered 
to the number of 330,000 men, and a com- 
plete victory was the result. 

This act completely established the 
young king in his position, and Samuel 
thereupon called the people together at 
Gilgal, and, having given an account of 
his own stewardship, resigned the admin- 
istration into the hands of Saul ; not, how- 
ever, before he had rebuked the people for 
their violation of the constitution divinely 
framed for them, by a sign from heaven, 
confirming and approving his words. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE MONARCHY. 

After the events narrated in the last 
chapter, an hiatus occurs in the sacred 
narrative ; and Saul next appears, no lon- 
ger an ardent youth, but mature in years, 
and the father of a brave young warrior, 
Jonathan. 

The Philistines were now meditating a 
formidable invasion of the Hebrew terri- 
tory, against which Saul, on his part, was 
also making active preparations. Jona- 
than, his son, rashly precipitated matters 
by risking an attack before the prepara- 
tions were complete, and the result was a 
temporary success, shortly followed by a 
disastrous rout of the Israelite forces. 
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Saul was at Gilgal, prepared to march 
against the enemy, but could not do so 
until the customary sacrifices had been 
offered up by the Prophet Samuel. For 
seven days he waited in vain, and at last, 
waxing impatient, he offered up the sacri- 
fice himself. At this juncture Samuel 
appeared, and denounced him for having 
violated the law of God, predicting that 
the sovereignty should pass away from his 

house. 

Saul received the reproof with meekness 
and resignation, and occupied himself 
solely with the military duties which the 
present crisis imposed upon him. With a 
small band of 600 ill-armed men he occu- 
pied the fortress of Gibeah, with appar- 
ently but little prospect of success. A 
daring exploit of Jonathan, who was 
attempting to pass through the enemy's 
outposts and join his father at the for- 
tress, caused a panic in the Philistine 
ranks, and Saul, rushing down from the 
heights of Gibeah, fell upon them when 
the confusion was at its height, and, being 
joined by multitudes of Israelites, who 
were concealed in hiding-places in the 
neighborhood, he completely routed the 
enemy. 

The defeat might have been more deci- 
sive, but for an ill-timed vow of the king, 
who swore that none of his men should 
taste food until the close of the day. The 
soldiers were consequently unable from 
sheer exhaustion to pursue the advantage 
they had gained, and when the evening 
came they fell upon the spoil with such 
avidity that they ate the slaughtered ani- 
mals while the blood was still in them, in 
direct disobedience to the Mosaic precept. 
Jonathan, who, in ignorance of the order, 
had tasted a little honey with the end of 
his staff, would have been put to death by 
his stem father had not the people risen 
to forbid the sacrifice. 

The fierce Bedawi hordes of the Ama- 
lekites were the hereditary foes of Israel, 
and a war of extermination was declared 
against them by Divine command, and 
the very flocks and herds were to be in- 
cluded in the general ban. 

Disregarding these injunctions, Saul, 
having conquered the Amalekites, saved 
the best portion of the spoil, and spared 
the life of Agag their king. Samuel pub- 
licly rebuked the king, and with his own 
hand hewed the captive Amalekite in 
pieces ; after that, Saul and Samuel parted, 
to meet no more in life. 

These continued displays of his vacillat- 
ing character, alternating between meek 
submission to, and contemptuous impa- 
tience of, the Divine commands, proved 
Saul no longer worthy of the high trust 
reposed in him; and Samuel, by God's 
direction, anointed the youthful David 
as his successor. Saul, no longer supported 



by Divine aid, sank into the condition of 
a moody and fitful tyrant, and developed 
symptoms of insanity. 

David was born at Bethlehem, and was 
a son of Jesse, and grandson of Ruth and 
Boaz, whose story is so afifectingly told in 
the Book of Ruth. The history of his 
early life is romantic in the extreme. 
After being anointed by Samuel, he ap- 
pears to have resumed his pastoral occupa^ 
tion; but before long his conflict with 
Groliath, the giant of Gath, brought him 
prominently forward, and secured for hi rn 
not only the notice of the king, but the 
lasting affection of his son Jonathan. 

In the meantime SauPs malady had be- 
come gradually worse, and David was 
again summoned to the court, to try the 
effect of music in quieting the perturbed 
mind of the monarch. At first the attempt 
was successful ; but ere long the jealousy 
of Saul, in consequence of the renown 
which David had acquired by his conflict 
with Goliath, returned with re-doubled 
vigor, and he twice attempted the young 
hero's life. After this, we find the king, 
with the true inconsistency of a madman, 
alternately promoting David to the highest 
military rank in the kingdom, next to his 
own and that of his son Jonathan ; and 
driving him an outlaw from his presence. 
Three times the emissaries sent to arrest 
David find him in the School of the 
Prophets, who, with Samuel at their head, 
are engaged in their customary reli'gious 
exercises. The contagious enthusiasm 
affects the messengers, who, instead of 
executing the orders of the king, them- 
selves join in the inspired song and dance. 
And at last, when Saul goes in person to 
arrest his rival, the instincts of his early 
training gain the mastery, and he, too, 
casts off his royal robes, and joins the 
prophetic choir. 

A fresh attempt upon his life having^ 
been warded off by the prudence and devo- 
tion of his friend Jonathan, David fled 
from Saul, and came to the Benjamite 
town of Nob, where the priest gave him 
the sword of Goliath, which was kept there 
as a trophy, and even allowed him to 
refresh himself with the sacred shewbread, 
which it was unlawful for any but a Levite 
to touch. From Nob he fldd to Gath, but, 
being there recofftiized, and in danger of 
his life from the Philistines, he escaped in 
the disguise of an insane man to the Cave 
of AduUam, where he assembled a few 
brave but desperate adventurers, and lived 
for some time the life of a free-booter. 

The service rendered by Abimelech, the- 
priest of Nob, to David, having been 
reported to Saul by Doeg, an Edomite, 
Saul vowed terrible vengeance against the 
whole priesthood, and, by the agency of 
the unscrupulous informer, caused no les» 
than eighty-five of them to be put to death. 
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Meanwhile the state of Israel had been 
gradually growing worse under the Philis- 
tine yoke, and Saul, deserted alike by God 
and man, determined at last to risk every- 
thing on a decisive battle. Deprived of 
the Divine counsel, he sought an oracle 
from a female necromancer at Endor, and 
heard from the shade of Samuel the sen- 
tence of his approaching doom. A few 
hours later the battle was over; Israel's 
hosts were routed; Jonathan, with all 
Saul's other sons save one, were among 
the slain ; and the wretched monarch, with 
his faithful armor-bearer, fell upon his 
own sword and died. 

When David heard the news, he lost no 
time in claiming the kingly office to which 
Samuel had anointed Mm; and, raising 
his standard in Hebron, he was soon sur- 
rounded by a large following, and by com- 
mon consent elected to the throne. An 
attempt to set up Ishbosheth, Saul's only 
surviving son, was quickly suppressed; all 
Israel hailed him as king. 

After reigning for seven years and a-half 
at Hebron, David began to turn his atten- 
tion to Jerusalem, the strong citadel of 
the Jebusites, which, from its almost im- 
pregnable position, offered the most favor- 
able site for the establishment of a perma- 
nent seat both of government and religion. 

Jerusalem is constantly alluded to in the 
Bible as " a mountain city," and such it 
eminently is. The surrounding country 
consists of a succession of flat-topped hills, 
intersected here and there by narrow gul- 
lies. The rock is of limestone, and the 
flat strata wear away so as to form regular 
steps or terraces upon the hill-sides, where 
vines, olives, etc., are grown. 

The city of Jerusalem stands upon a 
tongue of land between two deep ravines, 
the easternmost of which is called the Val- 
ley of Kedron, and the western the Valley 
of Hinnom. The latter, after running a 
little distance southward, sweeps round 
to the east, and, forming the southern 
limit of the tongue of land, joins the val- 
ley of the Kedron. These two ravines 
commence as mere depressions in the sur- 
face of the ground, but as they run south- 
ward they sink rapidly, and tiie sides be- 
come very steep. A natural moat thus 
surrounds the southern half of the city, 
and when the steep banks were still further 
strengthened by artificial escarpments, 
Jerusalem became absolutely impregnable 
on three of its sides, while the norfli side 
was fortified, as Josephus tells us, by 
" three distinct lines of wall." 

Besides the two principal ravines, a 
third, called the Tyropean Valley, or Valley 
of the Cheesemongers, splits the tongue of 
land into two unequal portions ; of these the 
eastern is called Mount Moriah, and the 
western. Mount Zion. 

Jerusalem was besieged soon after the 



death of Joshua, when the Lower City 
was taken and burnt (Judges i. 8). The 
citadel on Mount Zion itself appears to 
have held out, and to have continued in 
the hands of the Jebusites up to the period 
of which we are treating. This fortress 
David now determined to attack ; but the 
Jebusites, relying upon the natural 
strength of their city, answered the sum- 
mons to surrender by placing their halt, 
maimed, and blind in insolent mockery 
upon the walls. When David, enraged at 
the insult, offered a reward to any one 
who would scale the walls, the challenge 
was answered by Joab, afterwards chief 
captain of the host. The steep escarp- 
ments and the walls were scaled, and the 
citadel taken. 

Having thus secured and taken possession 
of the capital city, David's next care was 
to have the Ark removed thither; it was 
brought with due solemnity from Kirjath- 
jearim, attended by 30,000 men, with 
David at their head. When the pavilion 
which had been prepared for its reception 
was in readiness, the king made a great 
feast for the people, at which he himself 
ate, and casting aside his royal robes, 
joined in the song and dance. David 
would fain have built a suitable temple for 
the reception of the Ark of Jehovah, and 
the plan was at first approved of by the 
prophet Nathan. But the glorious task 
was reserved for his son Solomon. 

Abiathar, the son of the priest Abime- 
lech, who had aided David in his flight 
from Saul, and who had escaped the gen- 
eral slaughter of the priesthood, was now 
appointed to conduct the services ; and the 
sacerdotal order was restored to its ancient 
dignity. Later on, Abiathar was deposed 
in favor of Zadok, in whose line the office 
of the high priest afterwards descended. 
David rapidly increased in power, was 
everywhere victorious, and extended the 
borders of his kingdom to the utmost lim- 
its of the Promised Land. Philistia, Edom, 
Moab, and even the countries east of 
Damascus, bordering on the Euphrates, 
felt the force of his arms; while on the 
north and west the borders of the kingdom 
were secured by an alliance with the kings 
of Hamath and Tyre. 

David was at the height of his prosperity 
when a war broke out with the Anunon- 
ites ; but, though this war was brought to 
a successful issue, for the king himself 
the period was the conmiencement of a 
long series of disasters. Uriah, the bravest 
man in David's army, was absent, conduct- 
ing the siege of Abbah, the capital of Am- 
mon; in an unhappy moment the king 
looked on the fatal beauty of Bathsheba, 
the general's wife, and sullied the unexam- 
pled brightness of his career with th.e 
lieinous sins of adultery and murder. A 
dark cloud of misery now rested over 
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David's liooae; his sons riolftted the most 
sacred ties: iucest, fratricide, and rebellion 
drove the king an exile from the city he 
had founded; and when, later on, he was 
reinstated upon ttie throne, it was at a 
frightful cost — the death of Absalom. 

Worse lliaii all, the northern tribes felt 
aggrieved because the men of Judah liad 
restored the Idi^ without consulting them, 
and fresh rebellions followed. The Philis- 
tines, too, taliii^ advantage of the enfee- 
bled state of his military resources conne- 
quent upon all these civil wars, again 
made head against him, and were only 
repressed with great difficulty and sacrifice 
of life. At last, David, having shown 
himself penitent for his sins, and submis- 
sive to the cliastisement brought upon 
him, recovered all his former power and 
dominion. 

Then the institution of a census offended 
the people, and incurred Diriue displeas- 
ure; and the kii^ was bidden to choose 
Iwtween tliree evils ; seven years of fam- 
ine; tliree months of defeat in war; or 
three days' pestilence, David wisely left 
the Issue in the hands of God ; the plague 
came, and seventy thousand people were 
destroyed. When theepidemichadreached 
Jerusalem itself, the angel of the Lord 
appeared to the Mng on the threshii^-floor 
of Araunah, a Jebusite, on Mount Moriah, 
and the progress of the disease was arrested. 
On the spot where the angel had stood, 
David built an altar to the Lord; this was 
the site of the future Temple. 

Towards the latter end of his life, fresh 
troubles arose in his .own household. 
Adonijah, the brother of Absalom, aspired 
to the throne, and was supported by Joab 
and the priest, Abiathar ; 
and in order to bring 

summoned i^i his parti- 
sans to a feast. When 
David heard of the 
movement, he com- 
maaded Nathan the 
prc^het, Zadok the 
priest, and Benaiah, one 
of his generals, to take 
Solomon, the offspring 
of his marriage with 
Bathsheba, down to 
Gihon, and there to 
anoint him king. This 
promptitude was suc- 
cessful in its results. 
The people hailed the 
young king with acda- 
Boation; the party of 
Adonijah was complete- 
ly broken up, and the 
succession of Solomon 
nniversally recognized. 

Solomon was twenty 
years old when his 



fatlier died. His first act gave c 
unusual wisdom and vigor, even before 
that superhuman wisdom, which has made 
his name famous, was bestowed upon him. 
Adonijah having showed signs of an incli- 
nation to renew his preleusions to the 
throne, he caused bothhim and Joab to be 
put to death, suspended Abiathar from his 
of^e of High Priest, and thus nipped in 
the bud a threatened civil war. Shiroei, 
who had cursed David in his flight, and 
whose hostility to Solomon himself was 
ill-concealed, was spared, on condition 
that he should never leave Jerusalem. 
Three years afterwards he broke his parole 
and perished. 

Although Solomon's reign was the cut 
minating point of the prosperity of Israel, 
Its story may be told in few words. The 
intemiJ aSairs of the kingdom were admin^ 
istered with sagacity and justice {1 Kings 
iv. 25). ForeUn treaties wisely contracted, 
the construction of mercantile fleets, and 
opening up of well-made and well-guarded 
roads throughout the conntry, made it the 
highway of nations and the emporium of 
the commerce of the world. Incalculable 
wealth thus flowed into the country, and 
the magnificence of the Hebrew monarch 
erceeded that of the most opulent and lux- 
urious courts of the ancient world. The 
almost fabulous resources which Solomon 
possessed were well and wisely applied; 
the largest share was appropriated to the 
building of a fitting temple for the alx>de 
of the God of Israel; and if incredibly 
large sums were lavished on the kill's 
own tastes for luxurious indulgence and 
oriental display, his treasures were be- 
stowed with an equally ungrudging hand 
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upon the constniction of public works of 
utility or beauty. 

Besides the magnificent temple, Solomon 
constructed many noble and useful public 
works, some of which, as the Pools of 
Solomon near Betlilehem, from which, by 
a splendid aqueduct, Jerusalem was sup- 
plied with water, remain to the present 
day. 

But there was a dark side to the picture. 
The corrupt influence of unbounded wealth 
and irresponsible power darkened that 
Divine Wisdom which had been vouchsafed 
to him, and Solomon was guilty of many 
and flagrant violations of &e law. With 
a clear perception of the danger, both 
moral and political, of foreign conquest, 
Moses had forbidden Hebrew kings to 
** multiply chariots and horses, to accumu- 
late gold and silver, and to marry many 
foreign wives." Solomon had done all 
these things. His military displays raised 
up against Israel many and formidable 
foes, his lavish expenditure laid heavy 
burdens upon his subjects, and his strange 
wives seduced him from the worship of 
God to follow the vain and filthy idols of 
the surrounding peoples. 

Troubles began to gather round him; 
Adad, the Edomite prince, organized a 
revolt against his authority ; an adventurer 
named Ilezon seized Damascus, caused 
himself to be proclaimed king there, and 
interrupted the communications between 
Tadmor and Palestine ; and worse than all, 
one of his ownoflftcers, Jeroboam, conspired 
against him, and, on being forced to fly, 
found an asylum with Shishak, king of 
Egypt; his subjects, moreover, were begin- 
ning to murmur at his despotism and 
extravagance. At last, after a reign of 
forty years, Solomon died, and henceforth 
the decline of the monarchy was as rapid 
as its rise. 

Solomon was not only distinguished as 
a monarch and a statesman, but as a writer 
and philosopher. Besides the collection 
of Proverbs, the Book of Ecclesiastes, and 
the Song of Songs, he is said to have been 
the author of numerous philosophical and 
poetical works, and several treatises upon 
natural history. His attainments in the 
latter science were so extraordinary, and 
were so much in advance of his time, that 
a very ancient tradition perpetuated in 
Mohammedan writings has ascribed to the 
great king of Israel a knowledge of the 
language of birds and beasts. 

Kehoboam, Solomon's son, next as- 
cended the throne, but, as the loyalty of 
the other tribes was more than doubtful, 
it was determined to hold a solemn assem- 
bly at Shechem, at which he should be 
anointed king before all Israel. The rebel 
chieftain Jeroboam was amongst the 
crowd assembled on the occasion, which 
was an extremely critical one. The peo- 



ple, before giving in their allegiance, de- 
manded, by their spokesman, Jeroboam, 
some alleviation of the burdens which 
Solomon had placed upon them, and some 
guarantee that he would respect the con- 
stitution. 

Kehoboam' s older and wiser counsellors 
would have persuaded him to give the 
necessary promise, but the haughty and 
hot-headed youth, acting at the suggestion 
of the younger members of his council, 
addressed the multitude in the well-known 
speech, " My father made your yoke 
heavy, and I will add to your yoke; my 
father also chastised you with whips, but 
I will chastise you with scorpions" (1 Kings 
xii. 14). This was the signal for immedi- 
ate revolt. "To your tents, O Israel!" 
cried the infuriated throng, and the assem> 
bly dissolved in the utmost confusion. 
Judah and Benjamin still remained faith- 
ful, but the other ten tribes renounced 
Rehoboam's authority, stoned Adoram, 
his tribute-collector, and forced him to 
seek safety in a hurried flight. Jeroboam, 
who had distinguished himself as a pop- 
ular leader in Solomon's time, had been 
already designated by the prophet Ahijah 
as ruler over the ten tribes whose defection 
he predicted. This fact, added to the 
enormous influence which his private 
wealth and his connection with Shishak, 
king of Egypt, gave him, made him one of 
the most prominent men of the time ; and 
when he appeared at Shechem, as the 
champion of the people and defender of 
their liberties, the revolted tribes unani- 
mously chose him for their king. 

Kehoboam was not inclined to yield his 
empire without a struggle, and as the 
honor of the haughty tribe of Judah was 
at stake, he found no difficulty in raising 
a force to send against the rebels. An 
army of 180,000 men was equipped for ser- 
vice. The warning voice of tJie prophet 
Shemaiah was raised to prevent the civil 
war, and the mighty host dispersed. 
Kehoboam and his rival then began fortify- 
ing their respective borders, and the rup- 
ture of the kingdom was complete. 

The struggle was not one between two 
rival aspirants to the throne, nor did 
Kehoboam' s impolitic speech alone cause 
the separation ; the contest was really be- 
tween north and south, between the inhab- 
itants of the two great divisions of the 
country, the mountain districts of Judah 
and Ephraim. These two tribes had, in 
fact, become the representatives of the 
nation, and had, politically speaking, ab- 
sorbed all the rest. 

The southern kingdom thus comprised 
the amalgamated tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin, Simeon having long before lost 
its independent existence. The northern 
kingdom was headed by Ephraim, and the 
remaining tribes were so subordinate that 
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Ephraim and Israel became henceforth 
synonymous terms; and, after this great 
division, Israel became an equivalent for 
the kingdom of the north as distinguished 
from the southern kingdom of Judah. 



CHAPTER VL 
The kingdoms of judah and isbael. 

One thing was evident — so long as 
Jerusalem continued the seat of the nar 
tional worship, it would always form a 
rallying-point, and might at any time lead 
to the re-establishment of the supremacy 
of Judah. To avoid this contingency, 
Jeroboam established a separate worship 
and priesthood, and set up two golden 
calves, one in Bethel, venerated as "the 
House of God," and the other in the city 
of Dan, which already contained a sanc- 
tuary. This direct violation of the Divine 
commandment called down a special re- 
buke from the Most High; and as Jero- 
boam was officiating at his altar of incense, 
the prophet of the Lord appeared before 
him, and pronounced a curse upon him 
and upon his house. When the king 
would have seized upon the messenger, 
the hand which he stretched forth was 
withered, but at the prophet's prayer was 
restored again. 

A grievous misfortune now fell upon 
the kingdom of Judah, and it is impossi- 
ble to acquit Jeroboam of at least conniv- 
ing at it. Shishak, the king of Egypt and 
Jeroboam's old patron, came up against 
Jerusalem with such an overwhelming 
force that Rehoboam, by the advice of the 
prophet Shemaiah, submitted without a 
struggle. By his surrender Jerusalem 
was saved from utter destruction ; but the 
temple and palace of Solomon were 
stripped of their accumulated treasures. 
The conquest was rendered all the easier 
in consequence of Rehoboam, yielding to 
the influence of his Ammonitish mother, 
having exceeded his father in the license 
allowed to idolatry. 

Rehoboam, having reigned seventeen 
years, was succeeded by his son Abijah. 
His first act was to make war upon Jero- 
boam, whom he defeated with great loss, 
effectually humbling his power, and cap- 
turing Bethel, the sacred city of Israel. 
Abijah died after a reign of three years, 
during which short period he had done 
much towards recovering the ancient glory 
of Judah. His son Asa followed up the 
advantage his father had gained, not by 
extending his conquests, but by restoring 
the purity of the national faith, crushing 
out idolatry, and strengthening the de- 
fences of the country. This wise policy 
enabled him to repel a formidable invasion 



by one Zerath, an Ethiopian, whom he 
defeated in the valley of Zephathah, and 
pursued into Gerah. 

Meanwhile the rival kingdom of Israel 
enjoyed no such prosperity. Jeroboam's 
young son, the heir to his kingdom, lay 
sick, and his mother, an Egyptian prin- 
cess, wrapped in a close disguise, sought 
the aged prophet Ahijah, and implored 
him to pray that her child might live. 
The prophet, old and blind, at once de- 
tected the wife of Jeroboam, refused her 
unhallowed gifts, and pronounced the aw- 
ful doom that should befall his devoted 
race. The sick child, said he, must die, 
but he shall rest in a peaceful grave, and 
all Israel shall mourn for him ; but for the 
rest of the descendants of the idolatrous 
king, " Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the 
city shall the dogs eat ; and him that dieth 
in the field shall the fowls of the air eat: 
for the Lord hath spoken it" (1 Kings 
xiv. 11). 

The dreadful curse was speedily ful- 
filled. Nadab, Jeroboam's son, succeeded 
him upon the throne; but in the second 
year of his reign, Baasha, a man of the 
tribe of Issachar, attacked him while he 
was besieging a PhiUstine city, and put 
him to death, together with all the house 
of Jeroboam. Baasha, having succeeded 
to the vacant throne of Israel, at once 
made war upon Asa ; and the latter, to coun- 
teract the energetic measures of his rival, 
formed an alliance with Benhadad, the 
now powerful heathen king of Damascus ; 
and while Asa harassed the southern front- 
ier of Israel, Benhadad descended upon 
the northern province of Naphthali. 
Baasha died in the twenty-fourth year of 
his reign, and was succeeded by his son 
Elah, who was murdered by Zimri, cap- 
tain of the guard, who thus became pos- 
sessed of the kingdom. 

Zimri utterly exterminated his master's 
family; but the army who were still 
besieging the Philistine town of Gibethon 
chose Omri, their general, as king. The 
monarch elect at once raised the siege and 
proceeded to Tirzah, where Zimri had 
fixed his residence ; and the latter, being 
unable to hold out against his enemy, set 
fire to the palace and perished in the 
flames. 

Another pretender to the throne now 
arose, in the person of Tibni, but Omri 
in the end prevailed, and founded a new 
dynasty of Israelitish kings. For six 
years Omri was content to dwell at Tir- 
zah, at the expiration of which time he 
bought of one Shemer a fertile hill in the 
mountains of Ephraim, and there founded 
the city of Samaria, where he died and 
was buried, being succeeded by his son 
Ahab. 

Ahab was himself a feeble monarch, but 
he had married Jezebel, daughter of the 
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king (tf Sidon, a fierce and uuscrupult 
woman, who obt^ned unbounded control 
over him. She obtained tie formal abro- 
gation of the worship of Jehovah in favor 
of Lbat of Baal and Aahtaroth, the gods of 
the Phffiniciaus, whose temples autt altars 
roae throughout the length and breadth of 
the land. The prophets raised their voices 
i«aiust this awf lU desecration, but in vain. 
The merciless and vengeful qaeen insti- 



exclaimed, " Art thou he that trouU«th 

Israel?" And Elijah answered, "I have 

not troubled Israel; but thou and thy 

father's house, in that ye have forsaken 

the commandments of the Lord, and thou 

hast followed Baalim. Wow therefore send, 

and gather to me all Israel unto Mount 

Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four 

hundred and Wty, and the prophets of the 

groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's 

table" (1 Kings xviii. 

J7-19). The challenge 

was accepted, and 

Elijah, alone and 

single-handed, stood 

forth to confront 

; them, in the name of 

' Jehovah. 

The priests of Baal 
: first chose their victim 
: and placed it on the 
altar, and from mom 



tille 






Gut end of Cumel. 

tnted a terrible persecution ag^nst them, 
«nd all the order were put to death, except 
one hundred, who escaped by conceallt^ 

themselves in a cave. 

But amidst the barbarian splendor In 
the ivory palace at Jezreel, " an hairy man 
and girt with a girdle of leather about his 
loins" suddenly stood before the king, 
and eiclaimed, " As the Lord God of 
Israel lives, before whom I stand, there 
shall not be dew nor rain these years, but 
according to my word." Having uttered 
this fearful prediction, Elijah the Tiflhbite 
withdrew, and, guided by the Spirit, hid 
himself by the brook Cherith, a w^y 
which falls into the Jordan. Here he 
dwelt, miraculously supplied with food 
brought him every morning and evening 
by ravens. 

When the brook became exhausted by 
the general drought which fell upon the 
land, the prophet Elijah fled to Sarepta in 
the kingdom of Sidon, tlievery seat of that 
idolatry which he had denounced; here 
he sojourned with a widow woman, whose 
little store of flour and oil was rendered 
inexhaustible at hia Intercession. 

For three years the draught and famine 
wasted the land, and at the expiration of 
that period Elijah again appeared before 
the king, having first sent the trembling 
Obadiah toannounce his approach. Ahab 
at once went out to meet him, and In 
words which betokened awe and terror 



, which grew 
iiiuic aiid more frantic 
as the day waned, that 
the sun, Baal himself, 
would kindle the fire 
twneath their offering 
(1 Kings xvili). But 
all w 



Then Elijah rose 
and set up an altar of 
twelve stones to the Lord, laid the victim 
on it, filled the trench around wilh water, 
and at the time of the evetdng sacrifice, 
prayed that Jehovah would vindicate him- 
self. Swift and awful was the answer: 
" The fire of the Lord fell, and consumed 
the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the 
stones, and the dust, and licked up the 
water that was in the trench. And when 
all the people saw It, they fell on their 
faces r and Uiey said. The Lord he is the 
God ;the Lord he is the God. And Elijah 
said unto them, Take the prophets of 
Baal ; let not one of them escape. And 
they took them : and Elijah broiwht them 
down to the brook Kishon and slew them 
there" (1 Kings xviii. 38-40). 

To this day the memory of the event is 
preserved, as well as the local names 
attaching to the spot; the eastern end of 
Carmel's ridge is known as £1 Mahrakah, 
"the burning;" and the Arab peasant 
still speaks of the Kishon as Nahr el Ma- 
katta, "the river of slaughter." After 
this, Elijah foretold the cessation of the 
drought, and that same evening a storm 
of rain burst over the thirsty land. 

Thus was the worship of Jehovah re- 
established in the land; but Jezebel re- 
mained impenitent; and when she heard 
how Elijah liad slain the prophets with 
the edge of the sword, and humbled her 
country's gods, she swore that before 
another day had passed she would make 
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his life as one of theirs ; but Elijah eluded 
her vengeance and fled, first to Ueersheba, 
and then, passing through the desert, he 
came Ui Horeb, the Mount of God. Mere 
Elijah received a direct revelation from 



on expedition against Ramoth-Gilead, 
which was then in the occupation of the 
Syrians, and Bummoned Jehoshaphat, his 
ally, to aid him ia the eaterprise. The 
result was as Michaiah had predicted. 



God, by 






there to anoint Hazael king over Syria, 
and Jehu, the son of TCimshl, kii^ of 
Israel, and to anoint Klisha, son of Slia- 
phat, to be hia own suc(«ssor in the proph- 
etic office. 

Since the abolition of idolatry bad re- 
moved the curse of famine from the land, 
Israel had prospered. A long war, under- 
taken with some reluctance at first, against 

' " who, with 

ivaded the 

Holy Land, had terminated successfully, 
and Ahab the king lived in greater pride 
and magnificence than ever. When, after 
the foul murder of Naboth, a Hebrew 
peasant, who was unwilline to sell him 
hia vineyard, he went to take possession 
of the place, he was again confronted by 
the awful figure of the Tishbile prophet, 
who denounced the vengeance of the Lord 
upon him, his queen, and all his house. 
Nor was the fulfilment of the prophecy 
loi^ delayed. 

Asa, king of Judah, after a peaceful and 
prosperous reign of forty-one years, had 
been succeeded on the throne by his son 
Jehoshaphat. With the latter Ahab had 
concluded an alliance, and he had given 
his daughter Athallah In marriage to 
Jehoram, the heir-apparent to the throne 
of Judah. Yielding to the advice of the 
lalse prophets, and heedless of the warn- 
ing voice of Michaiah, Ahab set out upon 



Avoiding the king of Judah and his 
troops, the Syrians concentrated their 
attack npon Ahab himself. He fell, 
pierced by an arrow, and was carried back 
to Samana dead ; and as they washed his 
blood-stained chariot in the pool of Sama- 
ria, "the dogs licked up his blood," accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord by Elijah. 

Ahab was succeeded by his son Ahaziah. 
His reign was short, and signalized by 
only two memorable events, namely, his 
own death, foretold by the prophet Elijah, 
and the destruction by fire from heaven of 
two companies of hia soldiers, whom he 
had sent to compel the prophet to accom- 
pany them on an idolatrous mission, in 
the king's behalf, to the ahrine of Baal- 
zebub, the Philistine god of Ekron. 

Jehoram, Ahaziah^ brother, next as- 
cended the throne. In his reign the king 
of Moab threw off the Israelite yoke. In 
conjunction with the Ammonites. This 
people had some lime before made an 
effort to regain their independence, and 
had made an incursion upon Engedi, in 
the territory of Jehoshaphat. The attempt 
had proved a failure, and while the army 
of the king of Judah were engaged in sol- 
emn religious rites, a panic had broken 
out in the invaders ranks, causing them 
to disperse and leave a rich booty behind. 
They now turned their attention to the 
northern kingdom, and determined to try 
their strength with the king of Israel. 
This revolt of the king of Moab is told in 
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the Bible in few words, and has never 
until quite recently been regarded as a 
prominent event in the history of Israel. 
Lately, however, unusual attention has 
been drawn to the incident by the discovery 
of the " Moabite stone." 

" The inscription on this stone commem- 
orates the reign of a certain Mesha, king 
of Moab, and records the triumphs ob- 
tained by him over Israel in the course of 
a long and sanguinary struggle. It begins 
by setting forth his name and titles, and 
briefly recounts his successful effort to 
throw oft" the yoke of the king of Israel; 
then follows a list of bloody battles fought, 
of towns wrested from the enemy, and of 
spoil and captives fallen into his hands. 
For these conquests he returns solemn 
thanks to Chemosh his god — ' the abomi- 
nation of Moab' (1 Kin gs xi. 7) — and 
glories with a religious fervor in having 
despoiled the sanctuary of Jehovah. The 
inscription concludes by setting forth the 
names of towns rebuilt or fortified by the 
Moabite king, of altars raised to Chemosh, 
of wells and cisterns dug, and other peace- 
ful works accomplished. 

This portion of the records is a most 
valuable addition to our knowledge of 
sacred geography; for the names, as given 
on the Moabite stone, engraved by one 
who knew them in his daily life, are, in 
nearly every case, absolutely identical with 
those found in the Bible, and testify to 
the wonderful integrity with which the 
Scriptures have been preserved. So far, 
we have the history of King Mesha' s rebell- 
ion from his own Moabite point of view, 
and so far we read of nothing but his suc- 
cess ; but if we turn to 2 Kings iii. 5-27, 
we may look upon the other side of the 
picture. 

Then comes the awful tragedy with 
which the history ends : Mesha, hemmed 
in ancj driven to despair, made one last 
furious effort to burst through the besieg- 
ing lines ; he failed, and ^ then he took his 
eldest son, that should have reigned in his 
stead, and offered him for a burnt offering 
on the wall.' 

The concluding portion of this verse is 
curious : ' And there was great indignation 
against Israel, and they departed from him 
and returned to their own land.' Can 
it be that, goaded to madness by this 
supreme act of grim devotion and despair, 
the men of Moab rose up to avenge their 
king and drove the invaders from the 
land? If so, we have in this inscription, 
so strangely rescued from the oblivion of 
three thousand years, the sequel to the 
Biblical account; and we can understand 
the tone of mingled reverence and dread 
with which King Mesha seems to look 
upon the dark divinity, who, he believed, 
had sold him victory at such a fearful 
price. 



The passage quoted above speaks .of the 
author of the Dhiban inscription in the fol- 
lowing terms: * And Mesha, king of Moab 
was a sheep-master, and rendered unto the 
king of Israel an hundred thousand lambs 
and an hundred thousand rams with the 
wool.' Here, again, the Bible receives 
fresh confirmation from geographical 
facte; Moab, with ite extensive grass-cov- 
ered uplands, is even now an essentially 
sheep-breedmg country, although the 
fenced cities and folds for sheep ' (Num- 
bers xxxii. 36) are all in ruins. But, in 
Its palmier days, no more appropriate 
title could have been given to the king of 
such a country than that he ' was a sheep- 
master.' " 

On the death of Jehoshaphat, his son ^ 
Jehoram ascended the throne, so that we 
have a king of Judah and a king of Israel 
both of the same name. Jehoram, king 
of Judah, had married Athaliah the daugh- 
ter of Ahab and Jezebel. This princess^ 
proved herself worthy of her parentage, 
and on her husband's accession to the 
throne, she induced him to put all his 
brethren to death in order to secure the 
succession to her own offspring. From 
murder she quickly led him on to idolatry, 
until at length the measure of his crime 
was complete. Divine judgment overtook 
him; one by one the tributaries of his 
kingdom fell away; Edom revolted against 
him, took his seaport of Elath on the Red 
Sea, and cut off the commerce of his do- 
minion ; the Philistines and Arabians in- 
vaded the country, and penetrated even ta 
his palace, and slew all his sons but one ; 
and he himself at last perished of a dread- 
ful disease, and sank into an unknown and 
dishonored grave. 

Jehoram, king of Israel, had in the 
meantime renewed the quarrel with the 
king of Damascus. The prophet Elijah 
had disappeared in the whirlwind and 
chariot of fire; but his mantle rested on 
his servant Elisha, and to him the nation 
looked for counsel and for aid. Unlike 
his great master, the prophet Elisha 
affected not a strange wild garb and mode 
of life ; he dwelt amidst the men of Israel, 
and the fame of his miracles and prophetic 
power had spread far and wide, even to 
the capital of Syria, where Naaman, a 
great Syrian general, had been cured of 
leprosy by the intervention of the prophet. 

The king, Benhadad, finding himself 
foiled at every point in his campaign 
against Israel, endeavored to surprise and 
capture Elisha, whom he suspected to be 
the main instrument in causing his fail- 
ure. The plot failed, the soldiers who had 
been sent to take him being miraculously 
smitten with blindness. At last the whole 
of Benhadad*s forces were concentrated 
upon a blockade of Samaria, the capital of 
Israel, and the besieged were driven 
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to such extremities that mothers de- 
voured their own children. On hearing 
the ghastly story, the king rent his clothes, 
and the people, as he passed along, saw 
that he was wearing sackcloth next his 
skin, in token of his deep humiliation. 

In the madness of despair, the king 
turned against Elisha, and swore to take 
his life, hut the prophet announced to the 
messenger, who had come to execute the 
king's commands, that on the morrow the 
famine and suffering should be changed 
to plenty and deliverance. The prediction 
was literally fulfilled, for a sudden panic 
fell that night upon the Syrian army; 
sounds as of multitudes of horsemen and 
chariots were heard on every side, and the 
besieging army, believing that the Egyp- 
tians, or some other powerful allies were 
upon them, fled, and left their well-pro- 
visioned camp a booty to the famished 
Samarians. 

We next see the prophet journeying 
towards Damascus, where the king, Ben- 
haded, lay sick. Hazael, one of the chief 
oiicers, met him with a magnificent pres- 
ent, and inquired if his master would 
recover. Elisha answered that the sickness 
was not mortal, but that the king's end 
was near; and with this he burst into a 
flood of tears, for he knew that Hazael 
would conspire against his king and slay 
him, and that when he had usurped the 
throne he would become a formidable 
enemy to Israel. The prophecy was liter- 
ally fulfilled. Hazael returned to Ben- 
hadad, and told him that he would recover 
from his sickness, and that very night he 
suffocated him in his bed, and seized the 
throne. 

The usurper's first act was to declare 
war both against Judah and Israel. Jeho- 
ram, king of Israel, and Ahaziah, who had 
succeeded his father Jehoram as king of 
Judah, prepared to resist the invader. 
A bloody battle took place at Bamoth in 
Gilead between the united forces of the 
two Hebrew monarchs and those of Hazael 
the usurping king of Syria; in this Jeho- 
ram was wounded, and retreated to Jez- 
reel, where Ahaziah came to meet him. 

In the meantime Elisha had sent a 
young prophet to the camp at Bamoth, to 
anoint Jehu, one of the captains of the 
army, king over Israel. The king-elect 
was not slow to seize upon the kingdom 
thus unexpectedly offered him. The army 
at once espoused his cause, and he himself 
set out for Jezreel. Driving furiously, he 
reached the city, and was met by Jehoram 
and Ahaziah in the vineyard of the mur- 
dered Naboth. "Is it peace, Jehu?" 
demanded Jehoram. " And he answered, 
What peace, so long as the whoredoms of 
thy mother Jezebel, and her witchcrafts, 
are so many? " (2 Kings ix. 22.) Jehoram, 
on this, took to flight, exclaiming, " There 



is treachery, O Ahaziah!" but an arrow 
from Jehu's bow pierced him through tlie 
heart, and the body was cast out m the 
vineyard of Naboth for the dogs to eat. 
Ahaziah was also taken and slain, but his 
body was carried to Jerusalem, where it 
received an honorable burial. 

Jehu then drove into the city of Jezreel, 
where Jezebel, with painted face and gaily- 
tired head, looked out upon him from the 
window of her palace. When she re- 
proached Jehu for his treachery, at his 
command the eunuchs threw her to the 
ground, " and some of her blood was sprink- 
led upon the wall, and on the horses : and 
he trode her under foot" (2 Kings ix. 31- 
33). Later in the day he consented to her 
burial, but only fragments of her body 
could be found, for *' the dogs had eaten 
the flesh of Jezebel in the portion of Jez- 
reel." 

There were still seventy sons of Ahab 
left in Samaria; and the crafty Jehu sent 
to command the elders of the city to set 
the ablest and best of the princes upon the 
throne. But the citizens were too wise to 
oppose the usurper ; and the heads of the 
seventy sons of Ahab were sent to him in 
baskets to Jezreel. The remaining mem- 
bers of the family of Ahab, tc^ether with 
all their friends and adherents, were next 
indiscriminately slaughtered ; the house of 
Ahaziah shared the same fate, and the 
massacre of the entire priesthood of Baal 
completed the list of horrors amidst which 
Jehu, the son of Nimshi, ascended the 
throne of Israel. 

But in the meantime Athaliah, Jezebel's 
daughter, had usurped the throne of Ju- 
dah, and had put to death all the members 
of the royal house of David, with the ex- 
ception of one child, Joash, who had been 
concealed in the Temple by his aunt 
Jehosheba, wife of the high priest. For 
six years she continued to reign, but in the 
seventh the people, led by the priesthood, 
rose up i^alnst her and put her to death, 
proclaiming the young Joash king in her 
stead. 

As the young king was still but a child, 
Jehoiada, the high priest, acted as regent, 
and by his command Mattan, the priest of 
Baal, was slain in his own temple, and the 
worship of Jezebel's Sidonian deities gave 
place to that of God Most High. 

Under Jehu and his successor, Jehoahaz, 
the kingdom of Israel rapidly declined. 
The worship of Baal was, it is true, abol- 
ished, but the scarcely less idolatrous cult, 
instituted by Jeroboam, still stood its 
ground, corruption and effeminacy crept 
into the morals of the court, and the result 
was defeat and disgrace. 

Hazael, the king of Damascus, fulfilling 
Elisha' s prophecy, had reduced Israel al- 
most to the condition of a tributary prov- 
ince; and when Jehoash commenced his 
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reign in Jerusalem, the Syrian monarch 
was advancing upon the Holy City from 
the south, having akeady got posseasiou 
of the Fhillstiau city of Oath. Jehoash 
was unable to cope with the fo^midablt^ 
invader. He hod flhowa himself utterly 
unworthy both of hU royal lineage and of 
the high trust reposed in him; for wheu 
Jeholada, the aged high priest, died, he 
had yielded to evil coiuiaet and forsaken 
the true faith for Baal, and had even sanc- 
tioned, or instigated, the murder of Zach- 
ariah the prophet. When Hazael, there- 
fore, demanded the surrender of the city, 
Joash purchased his retreat by an immense 
tribute, to raise which he laundered the 
sacred treasures of the Tem- 
ple. But ere long the venge- 
ance of an offended God 
overtook him, and after linger- 
ing on a bed of sickness, a, prey 
to anguish and remorse, he 
died a miserable death, 
murdered by two of his own 



at home. At last, in an evil moment, he 
ventured to usurp the priestly office; but 
as he took the censer in his hand he was 
smitten with the loathsome disease of 
leprosy, and was compelled to exchange a 
palace for a lazar-house, where he died. 

In Israel, Jeroboam II. had succeeded 
his father Jehoash as king. His military 
successes were even greater than those of 
his father, and the frontier of the kingdom 
was never more extended than during his 
reign, the whole of the trans- Jordanic 

B'ovinces having been re-conquered, and 
amascus, Ammon, and Moab brought 
under complete subjection. After a brlil- 
iant reign of forty-one years, he died, and 



Amaziah, his son and suc- 
cessor, was a man of adiSerent 
stamp. He commenced his 
reign by vigorous operations 
against the Edomites, who had 
revolted against his authority, 5 
and obtained signal victories 
over them. Amongst the 

army he had raised for this 

campaign were 100,000 mer- ^,5 

cenaries from Israel. These, 
however, he dismissed by command of a 
prophet, and the discontented troops, as 
they returned, revenged themselves by sur- 

5 rising certain cities in the territory of 
udah. Irritated at this aggression, and 
flushed with his recent conquests in Edom, 
he declared war against the king of Israel. 
Hazael was now dead, and Jehoash, 
who had succeeded to the throne of Israel, 
had successfully made head against the 
Syrians, and restored the independence of 
his country. The king of Israel made 
light of Amaziah's threats, and prepared 
for war. A battle took place at Beth- 
shemesh, in which Jlldah was completely 
routed ; the king of Israel at once marched 
on to Jerusalem, took Amaziah himself 
captive, threw down the walls of the Holy 
city, and carried the treasures of the tem- 
ple off to Samaria. 

Jehoash died In his own city, and his 
rival, Amaziah, fift«een years luflerwards, 
perished at Lachish, whither he had fled 
from a conspiracy of the priesthood, whom 
he liad oSended by his idolatrous tenden- 

Amaziah was succeeded by his son Aza- 
riah, or Uzziah. For fifty-two years he 
mied Judah well and wisely, recovering 
many of her lost possessions abroad, and 
strongthening and improving hi 



yrisn has-teli=f of a king in hU Chariot. 

for ten years the kingdomwas given up to 
anarchy and confusion; but at last, Zach- 
ariah, Jeroboam's son, was scat«d on the 
throne. Hedid not long enjoy his dignity, 
but was assassinated by Shallum, who waa 
in turn put to death by one Menahem of 
TIrzah. Menahem, a barbarous and tyr- 
annical prince, ruled Israel for ten years. 
During his reign, Pul, the Assyrian con* 
queror, invaded the country, and Menahem 
was obliged to purchase immunity for him- 
self and people by the payment of an enor- 
moDB tribute. 

He was succeeded by his son Pekahiah, 
who, after reigning ten years, was mur- 
dered by one Pekah, the son of Remaliah. 
In the second yeai' of Pekah, Jothan he- 
came king of Judah, in place of his father 
Uzziah, i3io, as we have seen, was smitten 
with leprosy, and consequently forced U> 
abdicate the throne. After a reign of 
sixteen years, in which he materially 
strengthened the capital as well as the 
frontier towns of Judah, he died. He was 
succeeded by his son Ahaz. 

In the meantime the Assyrians were ad- 
vancing to universal conquest wi(h aigantic 
strides; race after race, and tribe after 
tribe were absorbed or swept away, and the 
Hebrew prophets of Israel were already 
raising their voice to warn the chosen peo- 
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A BUicidal Btruggh 
Idngdoina at Judah and larael hasteued 
tlieir impeadiDg tali. Pekah euteied into 
an alliance with Rezin, king of Damascus, 
and invaded Jerusalem. Tne first attempt 
was unsiicceasful ' but the confederate 
monarclis returned to the attack. Ahaz 
was worsted in a blood; battle, and the 
port of Elath, on the Bed Sea, waa seized 
by the S^ans. At the same time, the 
Philistines and Bdomitea revolted from the 
luthariti 
In his' 



erful aid of Ilgiath-Pliese'r, Mng of 
Assyria. The Assyrian monarch at once 
reciwnlzed tbe imm.ense advantages of 
obtaining a hold upon Judea, and lost no 
time in coming to Ahaz'a aaaietance. He 
marched atra^ht upon Damascus, and 
tooh it, puttlt^ Rezlii the Icing to death, 
and ciurrjing the people into captivity. 
But it waa no part (d the ambitious AssyT' 
iaii'a policy to aid Judah in regaining her 
independence. Against her southern foes, 
the Fhilistiues and Edomites, he sent no 
^d, knowing that they would continually 
harasa the Kingdom, and so effectually 
prevent any interference from that quar- 
ter with hia own aggressive plans; In the 
meantime he exacted a hea^ tribute, to 
pay which, Ahaz not only oppressed his 
people, but robbed the sacred treasuiy of 
the Temple. 

The infatuated king of Judah seemed 
now bent upon undermining the national 
faith and hastening the dreadful catastro- 
phe that was to follow. He paid public 
worship lo the gods of Syria, set up a 



placed at the gate of the Temple, and altars 

houses. 

At length Ahaz died, and w 
by hia son Hezekiah, who, abhorring the 
evil practices of his father, aet himself to 
pui^ the land of idolatry, and thus for a 
time averted the destruction of his king- 
dom. But the end of the liingdom of 
Israel had already come. Pekah had been 
slain at the instance of Hoshea, who thus 
obtaiued possession of the throue of 
Samaria. Tiglath-Pileser had been suc- 
ceeded by Shaimanezer. This monarch 
waa even more ambitious and powerful 
than his predecessor. He had already ad- 
vanced as far as Phtenlcia, and larael was 
only able to avoid final subjugation by 
payment of tribute. Relying upon the 
promised aid of So, or Sevechus, king of 
Egypt, Hoshea ventured to refuse payment 
of this impost, and thus incurred tjie au- 
ger of Shaimanezer, who poured dovm his 
countless hosts on Israel, cast the king 
prison, and, after a terrible siege <h 
three years, took the capital ei^ of 

The Assyrians, In all their conquests, 
pursued a novel and ingenious policy. 
The mass of tile inhabitants of the coun- 
es conquered by them was tranaplaut«d 
the centi-aJ provinces of their empire, 
and Assyrian colonists were sent to take 
their place. Thus all disaffection in the 
newly-acquired border-lands was effectu- 
ally prevented, and peaceful agricultural 
populations were brought to settle in dis- 
tricts which had hitherto been overrun by 
savage nomad hordea. In accordance 
with this policy, the whole of the ten 
tribes who formed 



heathen altar In the Temple Itself, and 
even practised the inhuman rites of 
Uoloch, sacrificing bis own aou to that 
deity by making him "pass tJirough the 
fire in the valley of Hinnom." Idolatry 
waa rampant throughout the land, and 
especl^iy the worship of the heavenly 
IxMlles. Horses dedicated to the sun were 



were carried away 
into captivity. The 
trans^ordanic 
tribes had been al- 
ready swept away 
byPulandTiglath- 
Piieser, and Shal- 



ried off the rest; 
and from this 
moment the ten 
tril^es of Israel dis- 
appear from his- 
tory. What was 
their ultimate fate, 
whether they were absorbed by the nations 
amongst whom they settled, or whether, 
as some have imagined, their descendants 
BIJII exist, though no loi^r retaining the 
tradition of their Hebrew birth, can be 
only a matter of speculation. 

In Judah, Hezekiah had proceeded 
thoroughly with the work of reformation. 
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^md Jehovah was once more recognized 
and worshiped as the true God. The 
king was aided by the faithful counsel of 
the inspired prophet Isaiah, who, through- 
out the reign of his father Ahaz, had con- 
tinually protested against the wickedness 
and depravity of the age. His object ap- 
pears to have been to consolidate the 
Hebrew kingdom, and to induce all of the 
race to rally round the altar of Jehovah. 
He restored the Temple and the priesthood 
with great magnificence, and sent into the 
neighboring langdom to invite all Israel 
to a solemn celebration of the Passover. 
Ephraim, then under the rule of Hoshea, 
scorned the summons, but many of the 
smaller tribes obeyed it. He next distin- 
guished himself by taking most energetic 
measures against the PWlistines, the im- 
placable and ever restless enemies of Judah. 

At last, he even ventured to throw off 
the Assyrian yoke. For a time, the con- 
quest of Israel and of Tyre occupied the 
attention of the Assyrians, and averted 
the threatened calamity; but at length, 
Sennacherib, Shalmanezer's successor, 
appeared before Jerusalem, and Hezekiah 
was compelled to sue for pardon. This 
was granted on the payment of an enor- 
mous tribute, for which Hezekiah was 
compelled completely to strip both his own 
palace and the Temple. But at that 
moment he was detected in secret corre- 
spondence with the king of Egypt, and 
Sennacherib, who was encamped in 
Lachish, within the territory of Judah, 
sent three of his generals to demand the 
unconditional surrender of the place. 

Eabshakeh, the spokesman, delivered 
the message in insulting terms, and the 
king and the people listened with sad 
misgivings; but Isaiah encouraged them 
to defy the foe, and to trust in the Lord. 

And soon the deliverance came: the 
Assyrian army encamped before Jerusa- 
lem, but that very night the Angel of the 
Lord smote them, and the morning light 
revealed to the astonished people of the 
•city a deserted camp strewn with dead 
bodies. All those who had escaped the 
pestilence fled, Sennacherib himself to his 
own city of Nineveh, where he was mui> 
dered by his own sons. 

The Assyrian empire had reached its 
culminating point ; its greatness now began 
to wane, and the hitherto unknown nation 
of Chaldeans, or Babylonians, emerged 
from obscurity. Hezekiah had been 
miraculously cured of a mortal sickness, 
and Merodach-Baladan, the first king of 
Babylon, sent an embassy to Jerusalem, 
ostensibly to congratulate the king upon 
his recovery. Hezekiah imprudently dis- 
played all his treasures to the strangers, 
and thus excited their cupidity. Isaiah 
sternly rebuked him, and predicted that 
these very people should destroy the king- 



dom of Judali and carry the people into 
captivity. 

The remaining years of Hezekiah' s life 
were passed in peace and prosperity, for 
Assyria was too much distracted by inter- 
nal dissensions to prosecute her foreign 
aggressions. Many noble and useful 
works were carried out during his reign. 
The fortified cities of Judah were strengtli- 
ened ; Jerusalem itself was furnished with 
a magnificent aqueduct; and agriculture 
was fostered and improved. At length he 
sank into an honored grave, mourned by 
all the people, for with him died the gloiy 
and independence of Judea. 

Manasseh, who succeeded him, ascended 
the throne at the age of twelve years. 
Evil counsellors and an evil disposition 
made him a monster of iniquity, and he 
surpassed all former kings in idolatrous 
and superstitious practices. To these 
vices he added the political crimes of tyr- 
anny and oppression, and when Esar-had- 
don, then king of Assyria, invaded Judea, 
Manasseh was unable to offer any resist- 
ance, and was carried captive to Babylon; 
there, however, he so humbled himself, 
and repented, that he was shortly restored 
to his throne. 

His son Amon succeeded him, and fol- 
lowed the idolatrous courses of his father. 
Fortunately for the nation, he was mur- 
dered at the end of two years by some of 
his own officers. 

Josiah, his son, a mere child of eight 
years at the time of Amon's death, was 
proclaimed king. Josiah proved himself 
zealous for the cause of true religion and 
the welfare of the state. He extirpated 
idolatry from the land, reformed all the 
abuses that had crept into the government, 
and repaired the oft-desecrated Temple. 
During the progress of the repairs, a copy 
(said to be the original copy) of the Law 
was found amidst the rubbish. And thus 
the Mosaic precepts, which had become 
neglected and almost forgotten in Israel, 
once more became known to the people in 
their integrity. The young king was 
supported in his work of reformation by 
earnest and able counsellors, amongst 
whom were Zephaniah, Habbakuk and 
Jeremiah. The virtues of the young king, 
and his wise administration, appeared 
likelv for a time to avert the fall of the 
Jewish kingdom, especially as Assyria was 
weakened by the inroads of the Scythians 
and the attack of the Babylonians, and 
therefore compelled to leave Judea in com- 
parative peace. 

Josiah found his position a difficult one, 
and it required no ordinary statesmanship 
to avoid embroiling his own kingdom in 
the conflicts of the rival empires. But 
when the kingdom of Egypt for a time 
regained its independence, and still further 
complicated matters by invading Meso- 
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potamia, the king of Judah felt that the 
crisis haid arrived. Bound both by policy 
and gratitude to his Assyrian masters — 
for he had been permitted to add the des- 
olated city of Samaria to his dominions 
— Josiah refused to allow Necho a free 
passage through Judea, and appeared in 
person amongst his troops, to dispute the 
advance of the Egyptian army. Though 
disguised as a conmion soldier, a chance 
shaft laid him low, and destroyed the iast 
faint hope of Israel. 

Necho's expedition against the Assyr- 
ian's was completely successful, and on 
his return Jerusalem yielded without resist- 
ance, and Jehoahaz, younger son of 
Josiah, who had been hastily chosen by 
the people, was deposed and imprisoned. 

Jehoiachim, a weak and idolatrous sov- 
ereign, next ascended the throne. In 
spite of the warning and remonstrances of 
the prophet Jeremiah, he was mad enough 
to attempt to cope with Nebuchadnezzar, 
who, at the head of the armies of Assyria 
and Babylon, having completely crushed 
the Egyptian power and wrested from 
Necho II. all the conquered territory from 
the Euphrates to the river of Egypt ( Wady 
el ' Arish), was now advancing upon Judea. 
At first, Jehoiachim was induced to sub- 
mit, and for three years he paid a tribute 
to Nebuchadnezzar. The latter at once 
sent an army to suppress the rebellion, 
and collected troops from Ammon, Moab, 
and other tribes unfriendly to the Israel- 
ites. In the meantime Jehoiachim died. 

Jehoiachin, his son, next ascended the 
throne; but when, a few months after- 
wards, an invading army, with Nebu- 
chadnezzar himself at its head, appeared 
before the walls of Jerusalem, the city 
surrendered, and the king and all his 
family, together with the treasures of the 
Temple and the flower of the army and 
the nobility of the land, were carried off 
to Babylon. 

Zedekiah, a son of Josiah, was allowed 
to assume the name and office of king. 
But in the ninth year of his reign he was 
infatuated enough to assert his independ- 
ence, in direct opposition to the warnings 
and predictions of Jeremiah. This rash 
movement was encouraged by Hophra, 
then reigning king of Egypt, who was 
enabled to make some stand against the 
tide of Babylonian conquest, and who 
now came in person, with a large army, to 
the assistance of his Jewish ally. The 
event fully vindicated the wisdom of the 
prophet's advice; for Hophra was defeated, 
and compelled to retire, and Jerusalem 
was left to its fate ; famine soon compelled 
the city to surrender, and Zedekiah, who 
had attempted to escape towards his ally 
the king of Ammon, was seized on the 
plains of Jericho; his children were put 
to death before his eyes, after which he 



himself was blinded, and in this piteous 
condition was carried captive to Babylon. 

Jerusalem was reduced to a mass of 
ruins; the remaining treasures of the 
Temple, even to the two brazen pillars 
which stood before the gate, were carried 
to Babylon. The great mass of the Hebrew 
people were removed to Babylon, but a 
wretched few were still permitted to re- 
main, under the command of Gedaliah, a 
lieutenant of the Babylonian monarch. 

Jeremiah still clung fondly to his native 
land, and elected to remain with Gedaliah 
at Mizpali, where the seat of government 
had been fixed. Shortly after, Gedaliah 
was murdered by one Ishmael; and the 
Chaldean garrison, who had been left 
to support him, were massacred. The 
murderer escaped to Ammon, but Jo- 
hanan, who had attempted to revenge the 
death of Gedaliah, knowing how severe an 
account Nebuchadnezzar would exact for 
the murder of his soldiers, fled with the 
renmant of Israel to Egypt. There Jere- 
miah the prophet died — stoned to death, 
it is said, by his own countrymen, for 
venturing to reprove them for their idol- 
atry. 

Of the actual condition of the Israelites 
during their captivity we know but little. 
They felt their degradation, and yearned 
after the Holy Land from which they had 
been torn; but it does not appear that 
they were treated with harshness or 
oppression by their conquerers ; and many 
of them appear to have attained to high 
rank in their new home, and to have 
become possessed of considerable property. 
They were also permitted to exercise 
their religion without hindrance. Proph- 
ets, too, flourished among them, and the 
books of Daniel and Ezekiel belong to the 
period of the captivity. Daniel's high 
position at the Babylonian Court, and the 
respect which his fearless obedience to 
the commands of God extorted from the 
king himself, made him a fitting represent- 
ative of, and a powerful intercessor for, 
the whole nation, whose prospects were 
thus, no doubt, considerably improved. 
Daniel maintained his eminence, not only 
during the lifetime of Nebuchadnezzar, 
but in the reigns of his successors, Evil- 
idierodach and Belshazzar; and when, in 
accordance with his own prediction, the 
sceptre was wrested from the hands of 
the last named monarch by Darius the 
Median, the Hebrew prophet still pros- 
pered. 

With Belshazzar the Chaldean dynasty 
ended; but it is doubtful whether Darius 
the Mede was Cyaxares, the uncle of Cy- 
rus, or whether he was the founder of a 
fresh dynasty, who in turn yielded to 
Cyrus. Certain, however, it is that the 
Babylonian empire was at last overthrown, 
and that, as me seventy years of their 
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captivity drew towards the close, the Jews 
saw the Medes and Persians pouring over 
the eastern world in countless and victo- 
rious hosts, with Cyrus, the predicted 



deliverer of Israel, at their head. 

The following chronological table, from 
Milman's '* History of the Jews," will be 
found of service. 



FIRST PERIOD. 

Kings op Judah. 

Years, b. c. 
Rehoboam . . reigned 17 979 . . Jeroboam . 

Abijah 3 

Asa 41 



Jehoshaphat 



Jehoram 
Ahaziah 



25 

8 

I 



?79 
96a 

959 

957 

955 

93a 

930 
919 

0x8 

897 

Us 



Kings of Israkl. 

Years. 
. reigned aa 



Nadab 
Baasha . 
Elah . 
Zimri, Omri 
Ahab . 



9 

as 

3 

XI 

aa 



Ahaziah a 

Jehoram xa 



Kings op Judah. 



SECOND PERIOD. 



Athaliah 
Jehoash 



Years, b. c. 
6 884 



Amaziah . 
Uzziah or Azariah 



40 

29 

52 



Jotham 
Ahaz . 



16 
16 



Hezekiah 29 



Manasseh , 
Amon . 
Josiah 
Jehoahaz . 
Jehoiachim 
Jehoiachin ) 
or Coniah J 
Zedekiah . 
Jerusalem destroyed 



. 55 

• ?* 

3 months ) 
. XI J 

3 months! 



878 

855 
841 
838 

Sas 
809 
781 
770 
769 

759 
758 
757 
741 

737 
738 

726 

719 

697 

642 

640 

609 

598 
587 



Kings op Israbu 



Jehu . 



Years. 

. 38 



Jehoahaz 
Jehoash 



14 
x6 



Jeroboam II 43 



Interregnum 
Zachariah and Shalhim 
Menahem . 

Pekehiah . 
Pekah 



IX 

I 
xo 

9 
30 



snd Interregnum 
Hosea 

Samaria taken 
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FROM 



THE CAPTIVITY OF BABYLON TO THE TAKING OF THE 



CITY BY TITUS. 



PART THE SECOND. 



CHAPTER TIL 



THE BE8TOBATION. 



After a captivity of seventy years — 
the exact period predicted by the prophet 
Jeremiah — Cyrus the Great, king of Per- 
sia, issued a royal decree, permitting the 
Jews to return to Palestine and rehuild 
the Holy City and Temple of Jerusalem. 
This permission was eagerly seized upon 
by certain members of the tribes of Judah 
■and Benjamin, while the remainder, who 
preferred to stay in Babylon, assisted them 
from their private resources. Re-estab- 
lished in their native land, they labored 
with unremitting ardor in the restoration 
of their worship and holy places. 

The Samaritans were very desirous of 
participating in this national work, but 
the^ old jealousies were too strong, and 
their offer of co-operation was refused, un- 
<ier the pretext that the decree of Cyrus 
extended only to the house of Israel. This 
intensified the ill-feeling, and an implaca- 
ble hatred sprung up between the Jews 
and Samaritans, which has never ceased 
to exist, even to the present time. The 
Samaritans now set themselves to oppose 
the plans of their rivals, and the recon- 
struction of the Temple was for a long 
time suspended; a subsequent decree of 
Danus, however, confirmed the privileges 
which Cyrus had granted, and provided 
that the Jews should continue the building 
without molestation. 

In the sixteenth year of the reign of 
Darius, the building of the new Temple 
was completed, and the inauguration was 
solemnized with great rejoicing and gen- 
-eral thanksgiving. The Old Testament 



ends with the restoration of the Jews to 
Palestine and the reconstruction of the 
city and Temple, during the high-priest- 
hood of Ezra and the government of 
Nehemiah. 

Ezra and Nehemiah labored unceasingly 
to reform the abuses which had crept 
into the government of the Jewish com- 
munity, and to restore the primitive sim- 
plicity of the Mosaic law. 

After the return from the captivity at 
Babylon the Jews first began to establish 
synagogues. Before the captivity, the only 
places available for public worship were 
the Temple itself and the cities of the 
Levites: me great body of the people, thus 
left to themselves, without authorized 
religious instruction, lapsed into supersti- 
tious and idolatrous observances in their 
own homes, and the law was practically 
unknown, or misunderstood. To prevent 
the recurrence of such a state of things, 
the scheme of establishing synagogues 
was devised; the great ceremonies of 
religion, and especially the sacrifices, were 
still conjfined to the Temple; but the syn- 
agogues drew together the members of 
local communities, for the purpose of 
daily prayer, and of the reading and ex- 
pounding of the law. 

So long as the Jews had remained in 
Palestine, and the daily worship held in 
the Temple perpetuated the worship in 
the Tabernacle, there was no opportunity 
for the admission of heretical doctrines 
into the Jewish creed, and no possibility of 
open or avowed schism. The spell once 
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broken, and the people dispersed, the 
position of affairs was changed : a so30urn 
of seventy years amongst a nation of idol- 
aters, professing that very form of idolatry, 
sun-worship, which has always possessed 
such a mysterious attraction for the 
Semitic races, could not fail to exercise a 
pernicious effect upon their belief. In 
effect, we find henceforth springing up in 
Judaism different sects, embodying in a 
greater or less degree the superstitious 
dogmas and practices of paganism. The 
law delivered to Moses for Israel's guid- 
ance and government, became obscured by 
a cloud of tradition. Thus arose that 
second and spurious law which is embodied 
in the Rabbinical writings, and which, 
though pretending to be an exposition of 
the Word of God, in reality substitutes for 
the Holy Word the imaginings of men. 

The position of the Jews after their cap- 
tivity, and under the first kings of Persia, 
was by no means secure ; they were objects 
of jealousy and dislike to the surrounding 
people, and especially to the Samaritans. 
The history contained in the Book of 
Esther indicates how precarious was the 
very existence of the nation. This episode 
enables us also to form an estimate of the 
immense number of Jews scattered through 
the Persian dominions. The weak-minded 
and vacillating Ahasuerus has been iden- 
tified by later scholars with Xerxes, the 
celebrated invader of Greece. 

After the restoration, Jerusalem had 
recovered the shadow of its former glory, 
and strangers once more flocked to the 
Holy City to lay their offerings before the 
altar of the sanctuary. Even the primitive 
form of government which existed in 
Joshua's day had been restored, and the 
affairs of the Jewish nation were adminis- 
tered by the high priest and the Sanhe- 
drim. But the national independence had 
gone, the zeal for religion had died out, 
and with it the glory of Israel had de- 
parted. Judea, after the deat^ of Nehe- 
miali, became, what it is at the present 
day under the Turkish rule, a mere append- 
age to the prefecture of Syria; and the 
high priests held their authority from the 
prefect. Avarice and ambition now ap- 
peared to be the only incentives to action ; 
the basest means were resorted to to obtain 
the high priesthood, and the office was 
made a mere instrument for extortion and 
injustice. 

In the forty-third year of Artaxerxes 
Memnon, the high priest Jehoiada was 
succeeded by his son Johanan ; the latter, 
not long after his election, received a visit 
from his brother Joshua, who informed 
him that Bagoas, governor of Syria, had 
promised to confer the honor of the priest- 
hood upon him ; an angry dispute at once 
arose, which resulted in the murder of 
Joshua within the very porch of the Tem- 



ple. The heathen governor Bagoas ad- 
jbiinistered a severe and well-merited re- 
buke to the Jews for having permitted the 
desecration, and he condemned the high- 
priest to pay a heavy fine, which was not 
remitted until the death of Artaxerxes. 

In the reign of his successor, Darius 
Ochus, many fresh troubles and dangers 
threatened the Jews. After conquering 
the greater part of Phoenicia, that mon- 
arch marched upon Judea, captured Jer- 
icho, and took a large number of the 
inhabitants into slavery. Ten years after, 
Johanan died, and was replaced by his 
son Jaddua. 

Two hundred and eight years after the 
fall of Babylon, the prediction of tJie 
inspired prophets came to pass, and the 
kingdom of Persia was extinguished by 
Alexander of Macedon. Though experi- 
encing many vicissitudes, the Jewish 
nation owed much to the kings of Persia, 
and they evinced their gratitude and loy- 
alty to the last of that race, by refusing 
to aid the Greek conqueror at the siege 
of Tyre. Alexander, enraged at their 
partisanship, turned his victorious arms 
against Jerusalem. 

Inspired by a vision, Jaddua the high 
priest sallied forth to meet the conquerer. 
He was dressed in his full sacerdotal 
habits, the priests who accompanied him 
wore their richest vestments, and the peo- 
ple, clad in white robes, marched forth in 
his train. Alexander, at the sight of this 
imposing procession, was affected with an 
uncontrollable sentiment of awe, and, to 
the astonishment of his followers, pros- 
trated himself suddenly before the high 
priest, adoring the holy name inscribed 
upon the golden frontlets woni by the 
latter. In explanation, Alexander de- 
clared that, while yet in Macedonia, he 
had seen in a dream the very figure of the 
Jewish priest before him, encouraging 
him to make war against the Persians, 
and promising him success in the name of 
the God of tiie Jews, of Whose protection 
he said he could no longer be in doubt, 
and Whom he now honored in the person 
of His priest. 

Accompanied by the whole of the cor- 
t^e, Alexander the Great made his entry 
into Jerusalem, offered sacrifice in the 
Temple, and was shown in the book of 
the prophet Daniel the prophecy of his 
own conquest and empire. Alexander, 
after this, regarded the Jews with great 
favor, released them from the tribute 
which they had been obliged to pay every 
seven years, and permitted them to exer- 
cise their religion and to govern them- 
selves according to their own laws. Many 
of them he established in his newly- 
founded city of Alexandria, in Egypt, 
where he accorded to them all the privileges 
of Macedonian citizens. 
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After the conquest of the Persian em- 
pire by Alexander, the Samaritans endeav- 
ored to conclude a civil and religious 
alliance with the Jews; Samballat, gov- 
ernor of Samaria, gave his daughter in 
marriage to Manasseh, brother of the 
high priest Jaddua, and his presumptive 
successor. Until such time, however, as 
Manasseh should succeed to the dignity, 
Samballat was obliged to take his son-in- 
law under his protection, for the Jews, 
and especially the Sanhedrim, were very 
indignant at an alliance which they re- 
garded as unholy and profane. He applied 
for, and obtained, permission to build a 
I temple upon Mount Gerizim, and ap- 
^ pointed Manasseh to be the high priest. 
Many Jews and priests who had contracted 
similar alliances joined the Samaritan 
community. This exasperated the Jews 
beyond measure, and the animosity which 
existed between the two parties became 
more violent, and gave place to frequent 
hostilities. 

At the death of Alexander, his empire 
was divided amongst four of his generals. 
The dissensions of these potentates in- 
volved the whole civilized world in war 
and revolution. Egypt and Syria were 
necessarily the chief centres of these dis- 
orders, and Judea, being midway between 
the two kingdoms, was exposed to trouble 
on both sides. 

It was at first governed by Laomedon 
of Mitylene, one of Alexander's captains, 
but this prince was subsequently con- 
quered by Ptolemy Soter, king of Egypt. 
The Jews refused to renounce their alle- 
giance to Laomedon, and Ptolemy, irri- 
tated at their resistance, marched upon 
Jerusalem. Ejiowing how strictly they 
observed the Sabbath^ he selected that day 
for the attack, took the city by surprise, 
and carried a hundred thousand of the 
inhabitants into captivity. Ptolemy was, 
however, too good a politician not to ap- 
preciate and turn to account the loyalty 
of the Jewish character. He accordingly 
treated them with great consideration, 
appointed them to important military com- 
mands, and confirmed all the privileges 
which Alexander had accorded to their 
nation. Some of the captives he estab- 
lished in Libya, and others in Cyrenaica; 
from these last were descended the Jews 
of Cyrene, who are mentioned in the New 
Testament. 

The year after the battle of Ipsos died 
Onias, who had for twenty years held the 
office of high priest under Ptolemy and 
Antigonas, and had, during the whole of 
that stormy period, conducted the admin- 
istration with much prudence and decision. 
He was succeeded by Simon, whose vir- 
tues, piety and learning were so remarka- 
ble that &ey earned for him, even from 
his contemporaries, the honorable title of 



ihe Just. Simon's memory is held in lov- 
ing Toleration by the Jewish nation, even 
to the present day. When Ptolemy took 
the city of Jerusaiosi, Simon the Just was 
in office, and this circumstance exercised 
a most beneficial influence over the future 
of the nation. 

Ptolemy, a good and wise ruler, was 
predisposed to favor the Jews, and as 
their own chief magistrate was a thorough 
patriot, and an able, as well as an honest, 
politician, the good intentions of the 
Egyptian king were able to be realized to 
their fullest extent. Ecclesiasticus (chap. 
bO) commemorates the restoration and for- 
tification of the Temple by this excellent 
magistrate. 

Philadelphus, successor of Ptolemy 
Soter, maintained and even extended the 
privileges of the Jews. By his order the 
first Greek version of the Old Testament 
was prepared, and deposited in the public 
library of Alexandria. This version, 
known as the Septuagint, served to propa- 
gate the Jewish religion among the Gen- 
tiles, and the Temple received in conse- 
quence many costly and magnificent 
offerings from neighboring monarchs. 
The Jews were also specially favored by 
Seleucus Nicator, king of Macedonia and 
Syria, who allowed tiiem to settle in all 
the towns which he had founded in Asia 
Minor, and accorded them the same privi- 
leges as those enjoyed by his Greek and 
Macedonian subjects. 

Under the Egyptian monarchs, the 
affairs of Judea preserved a favorable as- 
pect until the reign of Ptolemy Philopater, 
during which the nation suffered many 
vicissitudes. The Samaritans made con- 
stant incursions into the Jewish territory, 
and caused no small annoyance and loss 
of life and property. At this same epoch, 
too, Antiochus, king of Syria, made most 
determined efforts to obtain possession of 
Palestine, but was repulsed by the Egypt- 
ian sovereign. The latter paid a visit to 
Jerusalem, and offered up thanksgiving 
and sacrifice to the God of Israel for the 
victory which he had achieved. 

This visit resulted in disastrous conse- 
quences, for Ptolemy, actuated by an 
irresistible curiosity, attempted, in spite 
of the remonstrances of the priests and the 
cry of the people, to penetrate into the 
Temple. At the moment that he was 
about to violate the sanctuary itself, he 
suddenly fell to the ground, we are told, 
stricken by an unaccountable terror, and 
was carried out in an almost lifeless con- 
dition. Whether he was irritated by the 
threatening murmurs amongst the people, 
or whether he suspected some unseen 
human agency in the shock which he had 
received, certain it is that he exhibited 
from that day a violent animosity against 
the Jews. On his return to Egypt, he 
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commenced a system of persecution, re- 
voked all their privileges, degraded them 
to the rank of the meanest of his subjects, 
and even condemned many of them to 
slavery and death. Although compelled 
subsequently to modify his decrees, the 
Jews were never, during the whole of his 
reign, restored to the full enjoyment of 
their rights. 

When, after the death of Philopater, 
Antiochus invaded Coele -Syria and Pales- 
tine, the Jews, whose fidelity to the Egyp- 
tian throne had been shaken by the 
capricious injustice of its last possessor, 
openly threw off their allegiance, and 
offered to place themselves at the disposal 
and under the protection of Actiochus. 
The Syrian monarch gladly accepted the 
offer, and, in return for the zeal and 
fidelity which they evinced, restored to 
Jerusalem its ancient privileges, granted 
from his own treasury a considerable sum 
of money for the restoration of their tem- 
ple and worship, set at liberty all those 
who had been carried off captive in his 
dominions, and, in-order to increase the 
stability and prosperity of the city, he 
issued a decree that all Jews, dispersed in 
different countries, who chose to return 
to their capitol, should be exempt from all 
imposts for the space of three years. 

The privileges accorded by Antiochus 
were maintained by Seleucus, his son and 
successor, who, moreover, decreed that 
the expenses of the sacrifices of the Tem- 
ple should be defrayed from the royal 
treasury. 

Intestine strife now began to endanger 
the long and almost uninterrupted pros- 
perity of the Jewish people. A quarrel 
arose between Onias III., the high priest, 
and Simon, governor of the Temple ; and 
the latter, actuated by a spirit of revenge, 
reported to the prince such an exaggerated 
account of the riches of the Temple, that 
Heliodorus his treasurer was commis- 
sioned to proceed at once to Jerusalem, 
and to carry back with him the treasures 
to Antioch. 

The high priest protested that the 
greater part of the funds was destined 
only for the succor of the widows and or- 
phans of Israel, and that some of it 
belonged to a private person named Hyr- 
canus. At last Onias succeeded in justifying 
himself before Seleucus, and the perfid- 
ious governor was driven into exile. 

Shortly after, Antiochus Epiphanes 
ascended the throne of EgypL Jason, the 
brother of Onias, repaired to Antioch, and 
obtained from the king the office of high 
priest, by a bribe of 360 talents ; he at the 
same time obtained an order sentencing 
Onias to exile and perpetual imprisonment 
at Antioch. He nrst broke through the 
national exclusiveness, and violated the 



sanctity of the Holy City, by establishing 
therein a gymnasium, or public place for 
athletic exercises, after the Greek model ; 
and then openly encouraged the people to 
adopt the pagan superstitions and idola- 
trous practices of their conquerer. From 
that time forth, apostacy became the order 
of the day, and the Temple services were 
utterly neglected. 

After enjoying his ill-gotten power for a 
few years, Jason was supplanted in the 
high priesthood by his own brother, Men- 
elaus, who offered 300 talents more than 
his brother had given, and sold the holy 
vessels of the temple in order to pay the 
amount; he moreover conciliated the favor 
of the courtiers by large bribes, obtained 
by the same sacrilegious means. Onias, 
who pi-otested against these outrages, was 
put to death, and Menelaus proceeded to 
Jerusalem, to enter upon the high priest- 
hood, and at once expelled his brother 
Jason from the city. The enormities 
which the latter had committed were 
eclipsed by the outrageous conduct of 
Menelaus, and a revolt at last broke out in 
Jerusalem. 

Antiochus was at this time making 
war on Egypt, and, a false report of his 
death having been spread abroad, Jason 
placed himself at the head of a thousand 
men, and marched upon Jerusalem, where 
he inflicted severe chastisement upon the 
partisans of Menelaus. The king ojf 
Syria, hearing of this revolt, and irritated 
beyond measure at the rejoicing on the 
occasion of his supposed death, hastened 
to Jerusalem, and gave up the city to be 
sacked and pillaged by his soldiery for 
three consecutive days. It is reported 
that more than 40,000 persons were massa- 
cred, and as many more sold into slavery. 

The traitor Menelaus aided and abetted 
Antiochus in his outrages, and, to crown 
his treachery, introduced the Syrian 
tyrant into the very sanctuary of the 
Temple. The Temple was robbed of all 
its treasures, including the sacred 
vessels, and a pig was sacrificed upon 
the altar of burnt offerings. Having 
thus desecrated the holy places, and made 
the city flow with blood, the impious 
prince returned to Antioch, having en- 
trusted the office of governor of Jerusalem 
to a Phrygian named Philip, and that of 
high priest to the perfidious Menelaus. 
Jason had taken flight on the first news 
of the approach of Antiochus, and died 
miserably in exile some time after. 

About two years later, Antiochus sent 
Apollonius, the governor of Syria, to Jeru- 
salem, at the head of twenty thousand 
men, with orders to destroy the city, to 
put the male inhabitants to the sword, and 
to sell the women and children into slav- 
ery. Arrived at Jerusalem, Apollonius 
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disguised his designs until the Sabbath, 
when he executed the barbarous com- 
mands of his master. 

Not content with these enormities, An- 
tiochus determined to abolish altogether 
the Jewish religion, and, if possible, 
entirely to exterminate the race. With 
this intention, he issued an edict through- 
out his dominions, calling upon all the 
nations who were subject to his authority, 
to renounce their religion and worship his 
gods, and this order he enforced with the 
most severe pains and penalties. The 
Jews were the only people who ventured 
to disobey the edict, whereupon, Antio- 
chus ordered them to be treated with the 
utmost rigor, and sent to Jerusalem an 
old man named Atheneas, who was well 
versed in the rites of the Greek worship, 
as commissioner, to enforce obedience to 
his commands. 

This old pagan dedicated the Temple to 
Jupiter Olympus, and placed a statue of 
that false deity upon the altar of burnt 
oflfering. This desecration was not con- 
fined to Jerusalem, for everywhere 
throughout the Syrian empire groves and 
temples were dedicated, and statues and 
altars erected, to the heathen deities, and 
the worship of the true G-od was every- 
where prohibited, and punished as the 
worst of crimes}. Every effort was also 
made to destroy the copies of the Holy 
Scriptures ; and persons refusing to deliver 
them up were punished with death. 

In this terrible disti*ess, many of the 
Jews abandoned their homes and took 
shelter in the wilderness. Of those who 
remained behind, some few saved them- 
selves by apostacy, but the majority 
remained faithful to the God of their 
forefathers, wlio in his own good time 
sent them a deliverer. 



CHAPTER Vni. 

THE MACCABEES. 

A LEARNED aud venerable priest named 
Mattathias, of the family oi the Asmo- 
neans, witlidrew, together with his five 
sons, to Modin, his native city, in order to 
escape the persecutions which were deso- 
lating Jerusalem. When one of the royal 
commissioners arrived at Modin, with 
orders to compel the people to conform to 
the decrees of Antiochus, Mattathias and 
his five sons manfully withstood him. For 
some time they confined themselves to a 
verbal protest, but presently, a Jew hav- 
ing come forward to offer up the sacrifice 
required of him by the authorities, Matta- 
thias, in conformity with the law of 
Moses (Dent. xiii. 9), killed him on the 
spot with his own hand. 



This daring act so inflamed the patriotic 
ardor of the bystanders that they fell upon 
the commissioner and his followers and 
put them all to death ; then Mattathias and 
his sons called upon all who loved their 
country and were zealous for the law of the 
Lord to strike for the defence of Israel. 
Numbers flocked to his standard and 
sought refuge in the wilderness of Judea. 
Here they were followed by the army of 
Antiochus, who attacked them on the 
Sabbath, when many of them perished 
without making any resistance. After 
this disaster, sTdecree was made and sanc^ 
tioned by the priests, piermitting the peo- 
ple to defend themselves-upon the Sabbath ; 
and this permission was secretly commu- 
nicated to all the Jews of Palestine and its 

vicinity. ^ . ^ ^. 

The next time Mattathias and his 
friends were attacked upon a Sabbath, 
they defended themselves with desperate 
valor, and the soldiers of Antiochus, who 
had not expected any resistance, were 
taken by surprise and ignominiously de- 
feated. This gave fresh impetus to the 
cause, and their numbers were daily 
increased; in less than a year they had 
completely gained the mastery in Pales- 
tine, the idols were once more broken 
down, and the worship of the true God 
and the practice of the law were re-estab- 
lished. Unhappily, in the midst of this 
glorious career, Mattathias was surprised 
by death; but, before breathing his last, 
he earnestly exhorted his sons to devote 
their lives to the service of their God, their 
country, and their law. 

Mattathias was succeeded by his son 
Judas, sumamed Maccabeus, one of the 
noblest heroes of Jewish history. With 
his devoted little band of 6,000 men, he 
reduced the principal fortresses of Judea; 
made himself formidable to the Syrians 
and Samaritans ; routed the apostates, and 
offered an asylum to all Jews who would 
range themselves under his banner. Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes in vain attempted to 
stifle the rebellion. Judas bravely encoun- 
tered the armies sent against him, and in 
less than a year had conquered in no less 
than five battles. In the last of these, 
Lysias, governor of Syria, with an army 
of 60,000 men, was completely routed and 
put to flight. 

This victory completely established the 
power and reputation of the Maccabeans, 
who at once marched upon, and took pos- 
session of, Jerusalem. They could not 
drive the Syrians from the fortress of 
Mount Acra, which overlooked the Tem- 
ple, but they fortified the sacred enclosure ; 
and, having defended it by a strong garri- 
son, proceeded to the restoration of the 
services and the purification of the dese- 
crated spots. Jealous of these successes, 
the neighboring nations united with the 
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Syriaus against the Hebrews, and endeav- 
ored to check their advancing power, but 
in vain. 

Autiochus, returning from an unsuccess- 
ful expedition against Persia, was frantic 
with rage when he heard of the revolt of 
the Jews and the total defeat of his foi*ces 
in Palestine. He swore that he would 
utterly exterminate the Jewish nation, 
and abolish the worship of their God; 
but, scarcely had he uttered this blasphe- 
mous oath, when he was attacked by a 
loathsome and incurable disease. Recog- 
nizing his folly and wickedness, he ex- 
pressed tiie most lively sorrow, and desired 
to appease the offended God of Israel by 
repairing the Temple and enriching it with 
costly offerings. But his disease, rapidly 
grew worse ; he died '• a miserable death in 
a strange country in the mountains." He 
was succeeded by Ms son, Antiochus 
Eupator. 

Shortly after the death of Antiochus, 
Judas Maccabeus laid siege to the fort of 
Acra. But the young king, with his guar- 
dian Lysias, at once led a large army into 
Judea, consisting of 100,000 foot, 20,000 
horse, 50 elephants, and 300 war chariots, 
determined, once and for all, to crush the 
rebellion. Judas Maccabeus immediately 
raised the siege of Acra, and hastened to 
meet the advancing foe. By a skilful 
manoeuvre he surprised the enemy by 
night, killed a large number of them, and, 
having thrown the camp into confusion, 
retired in good order to Jerusalem. 

The Maccabeans had placed a strong 
garrison at Beth-zura, relying mainly upon 
the strength of this frontier fortress to 
withstand an invading force. To this the 
army of Antiochus now laid siege; and, 
having gained possession of the strong- 
hold, they marched without impediment 
to Jerusalem and commenced the blockade 
of the city. The garrison defended them- 
selves with heroism, but, being badly pro- 
visioned, the year being the Sabbatical 
one during which all agricultural opera- 
tions were suspended, they were not able 
to withstand a protracted siege. Providen- 
tially, the rumor of an insurrection in 
Syria compelled the besiegers to conclude 
a peace upon advantageous terms. 

The king had no sooner entered into the 
city than, in open violation of the treaty 
to which he had sworn, he commanded 
the fortifications to be destroyed. 

Menelaus, the apostate high priest, had 
accompanied the Syrian army into Judea, 
and Lysias, the commander-in-chief, now 
accused him of having instigated the war. 
Upon this charge, he was put to a cruel 
death ; and Antiochus conferred the high 
priesthood upon one Alcimus, who proved 
himself a worthy successor of the detesta- 
ble Menelaus. The Jews, however. 



refused to allow him actually to exercise 
the sacerdotal functions. 

When Menelaus died, Onias, son of 
Onias III. who had been murdered at 
Antioch, expected to succeed to the dig- 
nity. The appointment of Alcimus hav- 
ing disappointed his hopes, he retired in 
disgust to Egypt; there he sought and 
obtained from Ptolemy Philometor and 
Queen Cleopatra permission to erect a 
temple for the Jews in their dominions, 
alleging as a pretext that the prophet 
Isaiah had predicted that there should be 
an " altar to the Lord in the midst of the 
land of Egypt " (Isaiah xix. 19). Suffi- 
cient funds being placed at his disposal, 
and a site being granted him at Heliopolis, 
he erected a temple after the model of that 
at Jerusalem, though of smaller propor- 
tions, where he exercised the functions of 
high priest; and, in concert with priests 
and Levites of his own ordaining, carried 
on the services of the Temple in precisely 
the same maimer as in the capital of 
Judea. 

Alcimus, when lie found that the Jews 
would, not receive him, went to Antioch 
to lay his case before the king. But, on 
his arrival, he found that Demetrius, son 
of Seleucus Philopator, and brother of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, and consequently 
legitimate heir to the crown, had put 
Antiochus to death, and seated himself 
upon the throne. Demetrius, however, 
espoused his cause, and sent a large army 
into Palestine, under the command of 
Bacchides, governor of Mesopotamia, and 
of Nicanor, governor of Judea. 

Nicanor, on his arrival before Jerusa- 
lem, was unwilling to commence hostilities 
against Judas, by whom he had been 
already defeated, and he accordingly 
adopted a temporizing policy. His whole 
energy was concentrated upon a scheme 
for entrapping Judas and his immediate 
followers. 

Being foiled in this attempt, and his 
treachery having been discovered, he was 
forced to give Judas battle, and an en- 
gagement took place at Caphar Salameh, 
near Jerusalem, in which the Syrian army 
was completely routed, and Nicanor him- 
self forced to take refuge in the City of 
Zion. Penetrating into the Temple itself, 
he swore that he would burn it to the 
ground unless Judas were delivered into 
his hands. But his impious threat was 
never destined to be carried into effect; 
for, having encamped shortly afterwards 
at Beth-horon, he was attacked by Judas 
with a reinforcement of 3,000 men; his 
army was completely routed, and he him- 
self perished miserably in the combat. 

Not long after this, Judas concluded a 
treaty of alliance with the Romans, who 
had already once used their influence at 
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the court of Antioch on Dehalf uf the Jews. 
But, before his ambassadors returned from 
Rome with the proclamation of the senate 
in favor of the Jews, Demetriua sent 
Bacchides into Judea, at the head of 
22,000 of his picked troops, to avenge the 
death of Nicanor, and re-establish Alcimua 
in the high priesthood. 

Judas'B iittie band of 3,000 men was 
cowed by the presence of this gigaaCic 
force: all but 800 of them fled in terror, 
and the Maccabean leader was left with 
Uiis handful of soldiers to withstand the 



association of men, under the name of 
Hassidim, by whom the Maccabean move- 
ment had been supported and maintained, 
were hunted down and put to the most 
shameful and cruel deams. The worst 
impieties of Jason's and Menetaus's time 
were enacted over again, sjid the epoch 
was a darlfer one than even the Babylonian 
captivity itself had been. 

But Jonathiui, the brother of Judas, 
still lived, and in him the Jews had found 
a worthy auccessor. This leader prose- 
cuted the war against the Syrians with au 



army of the idolaters. The Uttle band of 
heroes fought with the courage of despair; 
at one time tJiey even seemed to be gain- 
ing the advantage, for they tumea the 
enemy's right and pursued them as far as 
Mount Azotus, but the left wing quickly 
turned and fell upon their rear. Hemmed 
in on every side, the Maccabeans were 
speedily overcome; a few only managed to 
cut their way through the enemy's ranks, 
and Judas Maccabeus himself was among 
the slain. 

On the death of Judas, Bacchides took 
possession of Jerusalem without realst- 
e, and established Alcimus in hia office 



with much 






Now that a Greek 



general and a Grecianized Jew 
tere of the Holy City, the apostates 
returned in lai^e numbers; thoso who 
remained faithful to the law were soon 
left in the minority. The members of 
the patriotic party, and particularly the 



much success that, distracted as their 
kingdom was by internal dissensiooa, they 
were compelled ultimately to evacuate 

Jonathan then devoted himself to the 
establishment of a regular form of goyem- 
ment on the ancient model of that of the 
Judges of Israel ; he restored the fortifica- 
tions of Jerugalem, and executed other 
important public works, so that the Holy 
City began to assume something of her 
ancient glory. By the unanimous vote 
of the people he waa invested with tbe 
dignity of high priest, an office which had 
not been filled since the death of Alcimua, 
seven years before. The fame of Jona- 
than's deeds soon travelled beyond the 
limits of Judea, and even such powerful 
nations as the Romans and Lacedemo- 
nians found it to their interest to have the 
Maccabean priest for their ally. 

The affairs of Syria itself were at this 
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time in a most disordered state, and in the 
year 153 b. c. a youth named Balas person- 
ated Alexander, a deceased son of Antio- 
chus Epiphanes, and claimed the throne. 
Jonathan, remembering the injuries which 
Demetrius had heaped upon his nation, 
declared for the pseudo-Alexander, and 
mainly contributed to the success of the 
pretender, who shortly after ascended 
the throne of Syria. But Alexander, or 
Balas, did not long enjoy his usurped 
power, and a few years after, Demetrius, 
son of the deposed monarch, regained the 
paternal throne. The new king appointed 
Apollonius his general, and the latter, 
collecting a large force, immediately ad- 
vanced against Jonathan. 

Apollonius had encamped at Jamnia, 
from whence he challenged Jonathan to 
come out from his rocky stronghold and 
give him battle in the open plain. Jona- 
than, without hesitation, accepted the 
challenge, and marched from Jerusalem 
to Joppa, which he wrested from Apol- 
lonius^ s garrison. The Syrian general 
then proceeded to Ashdod, whither he was 
pursued by Jonathan who would haveprob- 
ably succumbed to an ambuscade which 
had been prepared for him on the way, 
had he not been opportunely reinforced by 
the troops of his brother Simon. The 
united Jewish forces completely routed 
ApoUonius's army, who took to flight, 
many of them seeking refuge in the 
Temple of Dagon at Ashdod. But the 
sanctuary of a heathen god was of little 
avail against the soldiers of the Lord of 
Hosts, and the Jews attacked the temple, 
burnt it to the ground, and slew 8,000 of 
the Syrian refugees. The town of Ashdod 
itself was also destroyed by fire ; the neigh- 
boring city of Ascalon surrendered ; and 
Jonathan returned in triumph to Jerusa- 
lem. 

Subsequently, Jonathan entered into 
an alliance with King Demetrius, and 
rendered him important services; but, 
finding him unfaithful to his engagements, 
he seceded from his cause. Deprived of 
the powerful support of the Maccabean 
leader, Demetrius XL was, in his turn, 
dethroned by Antiochus Vl., a son of 
Alexander Balas. The young king found 
in Jonathan a faithful and powerful ally, 
and Tryphon, a Syrian general, who had 
mainly contributed towards establishing 
Antiochus on the throne, but who now was 
plotting his destruction, saw in the very 
faithfulness of the Hebrew leader a fatal 
obstacle, and accordingly he decoyed him^ 
into the fortress of Ptolemais (now St.* 
Jean d'Acre), and there detained him a 
prisoner and murdered his escort. 

Tryphon then prepared to march upon 
Jerusalem, but, as the people had been 
exhorted by Simon, the younger brother 
of Judas and Jonatiian, to fight for their 



country and their God, he tounci the city 
strongly fortified and garrisoned against 
him ; instead, therefore, of storming the 
city, he demanded of Simon a hundred 
talents of silver and two of his children as 
hostages, promising that, if these demands 
were agreed to, he would deliver up the 
captive Jonathan. 

Simon, although putting but little faith 
in Tryphon' s word, was yet unwilling to 
let a chance go by of saving his brother's 
life and restoring him to freedom. The 
money and hostages were accordingly 
handed over to Tryphon, who withdrew 
without performing his part of the agree- 
ment. Proceeding into Gilead, he basely 
murdered Jonathan, after which he re-t 
turned to Syria. Simon, however, recov- 
ered his brother's body, and buried it in 
the family mausoleum at Modin. 

After the death of Jonathan, Simon was 
unanimously chosen to succeed him in 
the office of high priest. His rule was 
distinguished by valor and discretion. He 
repaired the fortresses of Judea, took and 
destroyed the tower of Acre, and renewed 
the treaties with the Romans and Lace- 
demonians. He also espoused the cause 
of Demetrius, who was then contending 
for the sovereignty with Tryphon — for 
the latter had murdered his young protege, 
Antiochus, and usurped the disputed 
crown. Demetrius gladly accepted 
Simon's proffered assistance, and in return 
granted him the title and privileges of an 
independent prince. Under his reign, 
Judea once more enjoyed prosperity and 
peace. This tranquillity was Oireatened 
by the fall of Demetrius, and by the 
accession of his son Antiochus, who dis- 
played a spirit of hostility against the 
Jews : but Simon had taken advantage of 
the times of peace to so strengthen the 
defences and resources of the country that 
it was enabled to withstand the invasion 
of foreign foes. 

Shortly after, Ptolemy, the son-in-law 
of Simon, who had been promoted by him 
to the post of governor of Jericho, aspired 
to the priesthood, and, having invited 
Simon to a banquet, caused him to be 
treacherously murdered. Thus, after a 
short but brilliant reign of eight years, 
died Simon, the last of &e sons of Matta- 
thias, the deliverer of Israel. 

Antiochus Sidetes, then king of Sjrria, 
took advantage of the death of Simon 
once more to invade Palestine, and this 
time with complete success. The Jews 
were forced to lay down their arms, to 
demolish the fortifications of Jerusalem, 
and to submit to the payment of an annual 
tribute. But the death of Antiochus 
(which happened not long afterwards in 
an expedition against the Parthians), and 
the internal dissensions in Syria which 
followed that event, enabled Hyrcanus,. 
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Simon's son and successor, to cast off the 
foreign yoke. The career of this prince 
was distinguished by a series of brilliant 
successes. He made war upon the nation 
of the Idumeans, reduced them to com- 
plete subjection, and compelled them to 
forsake their idolatry and embrace the 
Jewish faith. The Samaritans in turn 
yielded to his arms, and their temple on 
Mount Gerizim was destroyed. 

After a prosperous reign of twenty-nine 
years, Hyrcanus died, amidst the universal 
regrets of the nation. He was succeeded 
by his eldest son Aristobulus, who assumed 
the office of king in addition to that of high 
priest, being the first since the Babylonian 
•captivity who had assumed that title. 

Although successful against foreign ene- 
mies, Aristobulus was a cruel and extor- 
tionate tyrant to his own people; to his 
other crimes he added that of matricide, 
and died, after a short reign, a prey to the 
bitterest remorse. 

His death raised his brother, Alexander 
Jaunai, from a prison to the throne. This 
prince was also of a warlike disposition, 
and achieved signal successes aj^aiust the 
Philistines, and the people of Arabia, 
Gilead and Moab. But his reign was a 
turbulent and unhappy one. The Phar- 
isees, against wlioiA his father, John Hyr- 
canus, had issued the most stringent laws, 
found in him an implacable enemy. Their 
intrigues soon excited a rebellion against 
his authority, and a civil war followed, 
which lasted six years, was equally disas- 
trous to both parties, and cost the lives of 
more than 50,000 men. The party of 
Alexander, however, at last triumphed in 
a decisive battle. He died in the twenty- 
seventh year of his reign, leaving the sov- 
ereignty and the guardianship of his 
children to his wife Alexandra. 

Acting on the last advice of her hus- 
band, the queen adopted a conciliatory 
policy against the Pharisees, entrusting 
some of the more important offices of 
state to the chiefs of this sect. But even 
this did not tend towards the peace of the 
kingdom, for she shortly found herself 
embroiled with the opposing sect of the 
Sadducees. She died, after a reign of 
nine years, and was succeeded by her eld- 
est son, Hyrcanus II., who already exer- 
cised the functions of high priest. 

Hardly had he mounted the throne, 
when his brother Aristobulus, with a 
large army, made head against him, and 
forced him to resign both offices. Antip- 
ater, governor of Idumea, and father of 
Herod the Great, espoused Hyrcanus' s 
cause, and having obtained the assistance 
of Aretas, king of Arabia, the three allies 
assembled a large army and besieged Aris- 
tobulus in Jerusalem. The latter now 
called in the assistance of the Romans, 
and induced them by rich presents to 



favor his cause. Aretas was commanded 
by the senate to evacuate the country, and 
did not dare to disobey the order, where- 
upon, Aristobulus, being the stronger of 
the two, appeased his vengeance by a 
massacre of the adherents of Hyrcanus. 
The two brothers now resolved to commit 
their dispute to the arbitration of Pompey 
the Great, commander-in-chief of the 
Roman forces in the East. 

The Roman general, having heard the 
arguments on both sides, promised to 
consider them carefully, and to pronounce 
a speedy decision ; but Aristobulus, impa- 
tient of the delay, and probably not feeling 
much confidence in the justice of his own 
cause, occupied the interim by preparations 
for war. The implied insult to Pompey' s 
integrity irritated him beyond measure, 
and, casting Aristobulus into prison, he 
marched for Jerusalem with all his army. 

The partisans of Hyrcanus opened the 
gates for him and his troops, while the 
followers of Aristobulus ensconced them- 
selves in the Temple enclosure, and there 
awaited a siege. After a siege of three 
months, the Romans made themselves 
masters of the stronghold. The too super- 
stitious observance of the Sabbath again 
caused the defeat of the Jews ; for, although 
the decree issued at the commencement of 
the Maccabean period allowed them to 
defend themselves when actually attacked 
on the holy day, they did not consider 
themselves justified in taking the offen- 
sive, when the Romans planted their 
engines against the walls, and made every 
preparation for an assault. 

The carnage which ensued was fright- 
ful ; more than 12,000 persons fell by the 
enemy's sword, or perished by their own 
hands, while the priests allowed them- 
selves to be butchered without resistance, 
in the very act of offering up the sacrifices. 
The day on which the Romans gained 
possession of Jerusalem was the very one 
which had been set apart as a solemn fast, 
to commemorate the taking of the city by 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

Pompey, lil^e all former conquerors, was 
curious to examine the interior of the 
Temple, and penetrated into tlie sanctuary 
in company with several of his officers. 
Unlike his predecessors, however, he 
respected the sanctity of the place, and 
commanded that the sacrifices and other 
services should be resumed. 

On the day when the Roman general 
took Jerusalem, the independence of ttie 
Jewish nation was at an end. Hyrcanus, 
it is true, regained the dignity of high 
priest and the title of prince; but he 
reigned as the mere tributary and vassal 
of the Roman Senate. Pompey, indeed, 
provided against any future struggle being 
made by the Jews to regain their fireedom ; 
for he destroyed the walls of Jerusalem, 
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freed Samaria and the cities of the sea- 
coast, tools from the people all the places 
appertaining to Coele-Syria of which they 
had become possessed by conquest, con- 
fined the limits of their territory to the 
strict boundaries of Judea Proper, and 
made it an express condition of the treaty 
that they should attempt no further con- 
quests. 

Judea was now a prey to civil discords. 
Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, had 
found means to escape from Rome, 
whither he had been carried by Pompey 
with his father and brother, and appeared 
in Palestine at the head of a numerous 
army. Hyrcanus had abandoned the reins 
of government to Antipater. This minis- 
ter appears to have been a most designing 
and ambitious man, and, recognizing that 
whatever power existed in Judea was held 
from the Romans, he lost no opportunity 
of ingratiating himself with that people, 
and with their assistance easily suppressed 
the rebellion. 

Aristobulus himself shortly afterwards 
escaped from captivity, and joined the 
disaffected party; but his attempt was 
likewise unsuccessful, and he was retaken 

Srisoner. A few vears later, he was set at 
berty by Julius Caesar, who hoped by his 
means to bring the Jews over to his side, 
to aid him in his contest with Pompey. 
The partisans of Pompey, however, put 
the mifortunate ex-monarch and his son 
Alexander to death. 

Licinius Crassus was now appointed by 
the Roman Senate governor of Syria. 
Before setting out for the East, he obtained 
a decree, empowering him to make war 
against the Parthians, and was invested 
with all the authority necessary for raising 
men and money to carry out the undertak- 
ing. 

On his way he passed by Jerusalem, 
and made use of his authority to strip the 
Temple of all the treasures which Pompey 
had left untouched ; the amount of plunder 
thus obtained exceeded 10,000 Attic tal- 
ents (nearly two and a half millions of 
poiuids sterling). Crassus' s expedition 
against the Parthians came to a disastrous 
end; his army was completely routed, 
whilst he and his only son were slain. 

The power and influence of Antipater 
were now daily increasing. After the death 
of Pompey, Ceesar rewsmled him for his 
services in Egypt by conferring upon him 
the privileges of a Roman citizen, and 
naming him his lieutenant in Judea; he 
also confirmed Hyrcanus in the dignity of 
high priest. 

CHAPTER IX. 

THE HERODIAN FAMILY. 

IJin)EB Julius Caesar, the Roman yoke 
pressed lightly on the Jews, for they were 



allowed to rebuild the fortifications of 
Jerusalem which Pompey had destroyed, 
and were granted numerous other privi- 
leges. Antipater, though nominadly sec- 
ond to Hyrcanus, now exercised the 
supreme power in Judea, in his capacity 
as Roman procurator. His unbounded 
influence and his Idumean extraction 
provoked the jealousy of the national 
party, who conspired to murder him and 
his four sons, amongst whom the after- 
wards notorious Her^ was most conspic- 
uous ; for the latter he had obtained the 
government of Galilee, and for his eldest 
son, Phazael, that of Jerusalem. 

Hyrcanus would willingly have rid him- 
self of this troublesome family, but found 
it impossible to extricate himself from the- 
meshes which they had thrown around 
him. The troubles in Rome, consequent 
upon the death of Julius Caesar, enabled 
Antigonus, nephew of Hyrcanus, to carry 
partly into enect the designs of the- 
national party, of which he was the head. 
Antipater was poisoned. H^canus was 
dethroned, and, together with Phazael,. 
thrown into prison. 

Herod fled first to Egypt, and then to 
Rome, where he pleaded for assistance 
against Antigonus ; Mark Antony, who was 
then at the summit of his power, declared, 
him king of Judea, upon which he- 
returned at the head of a numerous army 
to Palestine, and made himself master of 
Galilee. 

Jerusalem for some time resisted, but by 
the aid of reinforcements sent him by 
Sosias, governor of Sjrria, he succeeded in 
reducing the city after a siege of six 
months. The usual scene of carnage 
ensued, and Antigonus, the last prince of 
the house of the Asmoneans, perished in 
the general slaughter. 

The Idumean Herod now ascended the 
throne of Judea, and commenced his reign 
by a series of murders, and a horrible 
system of persecution directed against the 
partisans of Antigonus. The aged Hyi^ 
canus, who had taken refuge among the 
Parthians, was induced by the most sol- 
emn promises of protection to return to- 
Jerusalem, and was then assassinated. 
Aristobulus, the grandson and successor 
of Hyrcanus in the priesthood, was suffo- 
cated in a bal^, and the beautiful Mari- 
amne, a daughter of the house of the 
Asmoneans, whom Herod had espoused, 
fell a victim to her husband's blind and 
senseless jealousy. 

He deprived the high priests of the right 
of hereditary succession, abolished the 
authority of the Sanhedrim ; destroyed the 
archives of the Jews ; raised temples and 
statues to the heathen deities ; set aside 
days to be kept as holy days in honor of 
Augustus; constructed an amphitheatre 
for gladiatorial combats; and, in aword^ 



THE HERODIAN FAMILY. 



71 



conformed in every particular to the man- 
ners and customs of Pagan Rome. 

But he was sufficiently foresighted to 
perceive that, without gaining in some 
way the favor of the masses, his power, and 
consequently his means of indulgence, 
must be of short duration. He therefore 
maintained his open profession of the 
Hebrew faith, and even displayed consid- 
erable zeal for the restoration of the glories 
of the Holy City. 

Josephus states that "Herod accordingly, 
and in a style of unsurpassed magnificence, 
in the fifteenth year of his reign, restored 
the Temple, and breasted up with a wall 
the area around it, so as to enlarge it to 
twice its former extent. An evidence of 
its sumptuousness were the ample colon- 
nades around the holy place, and the fort 
on its northern side. The colonnades he 
reared from the foundation; the fort, in 
nothing inferior to a palace, he repaired at 
an immense cost, and called it Antonia, in 
honor of Antony." 

After centuries of wars and rumors of 
wars, the earth was now at peace, and the 
Temple of Janus was closed for the first 
time since the idolatrous nations of the 
earth had bowed down before the arch- 
idolater Rome, and the conquering eagles 
been raised in mocking pride over the very 
sanctuary of the one true God. 

CsBsar, yielding to the intoxication of 
irresponsible power, allowed himself to be 
addressed by titles appropriate only to the 
Deity, and boastingly ascribed the uni- 
versal peace to himself; but a greater than 
CsBsar was to come, and while his star had 
already passed its meridian, and was even 
now verging on its decline, the never- 
setting star of Bethlehem arose, and 
heralded the advent of the Prince of 
Peace. 

A year after the birth of our Lord, 
Herod died of a painful and horrible dis- 
ease. Knowing that his death would be 
hailed with general joy and satisfaction, 
he seized upon the heads of all the chief 
Jewish fanulies, and gave orders that they 
should be put to death as soon as he him- 
self had expired, for he was determined 
that the nation should mourn his decease. 
These iniquitous orders were never carried 
into effect. After the death of Herod, 
Augustus divided the kingdom of Judea 
amongst the sons of the late king. 

For some years the brothers governed 
Palestine with equity and moderation; 
but Archelaus, having later on obtained 
half the kingdom, under the title of Ex- 
arch, behaved with such tyranny that the 
Jews and Samaritans combined to accuse 
him before Augustus ; and in consequence 
of this appeal, Archelaus was deposed and 
sent into exile. 

From this moment, Judea became both 
nominally and actually a Roman province, 



being governed by prefects appointed 
according to the caprice of the emperor. 
The Jewish authorities were no longer 
permitted to exercise their functions, and 
justice was administered in the name of 
the Romans and according to their laws. 

The taxes were collected by the process 
known as " farming," which is still prac^ 
tised in Turkish dominions. Each district 
was sold to the highest bidder, who was 
empowered to levy taxes in the name of 
the government ; and so long as the amount 
stipulated for was paid into the imperial 
treasury, the Roman authorities troubled 
themselves but little as to the amount 
actually levied by the collector, or the 
means employed to extort it: these tax- 
farmers were called puUicani, the " pub- 
licans" of the New Testament. 

The Roman governors of Judea pro- 
fessed a great contempt for the Jewish 
religion and worship, and lost no opportu- 
nity of displaying it. Pontius Pilate 
introduced into the Holy City all the em- 
blems of pagan worship and authority, and, 
under the pretext of constructing an aque- 
duct to Jerusalem, committed fresh depre- 
dations upon the treasures of the Temple. 

Seven years after the crucifixion of our 
Lord, Pontius Pilate was called to account 
for his tyrannical and dishonest policy in 
Judea. Condemned by the Roman author- 
ities, he was sent into exile, and perished 
miserably by his own hand, some say at 
Yienne m France, others on a mountain 
in the neighborhood of Lucerne, which 
still bears Ms name. 

The flickering flame of Jewish independ- 
ence was soon to be extinguished forever. 
But, before that moment came, it flared 
up into something of its former brightness. 
Herod Agrippa, a grandson of Herod the 
Great, had been educated at Rome, and 
had obtained the favor of the Emperor 
Caligula, by whom he was appointed to 
the tetrarchy of Philip, with the title of 
king. 

His uncle, Herod Antipas, was also soon 
afterwards deprived of his tetrarchy of 
Galilee in favor of Agrippa. 

During the reign of the latter, the infa- 
mous and crazy Emperor CaUgula issued 
a decree that Divine honors should be paid 
to him throughout the Roman dominions. 
A special order was sent to the governor 
of Jerusalem to erect a statue of the 
emperor in the sanctuary of the Temple. 
Touched by the piteous prayers of the 
people that they mi^t be spared this 
supreme desecration, Petronius, the gov- 
ernor, and King Agrippa, who was in 
great favor at the Roman court, pleaded 
for a revocation of the decree. The 
emperor was with some difllculty induced 
to consent, and his death, which happened 
shortly after, insured the non-violation of 
his promise. 
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On the death of Caligula, Claudius as- 
cended the throne, and it was mainly 
to the assistance of Herod Agrippa that 
he owed his elevation. To requite him 
for these services, the emperor added 
Judea, Samaria and Idumea to his domin- 
ions. Although a Roman by education, 
he was strongly attached to the national 
religion, and in order to gain additional 
popularity he commenced a series of cruel 
persecutions against the fast-increasing 
sect of Christians. Having once entered 
upon evil courses, his arrogance and 
impiety knew no bounds, and he even 
allowed some deputies from the cities of 
Tyre and Sidon to address him as a god. 

"And immediately the angel of the Lord 
smote him, because he gave not God the 
glory : and he was eaten up of worms, and 
gave up the ghost " (Acts xii. 21-23). 

His death was deeply deplored by his 
Jewish subjects ; for, with all his faults, 
his attachment to the national cause had 
been steadfast and sincere ; but the non- 
Jewish inhabitants had regarded him with 
feelings of anything but affection. At 
CsBsarea, the Roman garrison gave ex- 
pression to their satisfaction at the event 
in so extravagant and indecent a manner 
that the Emperor Claudius determined to 
remove the cohorts from Palestine. Un- 
fortunately, he was induced to abandon 
this intention. 

On the death of Herod Agrippa, Judea 
was again reduced to the name and condi- 
tion of a Roman province. His son, 
Agrippa II., was too young to be entrusted 
with so important a position, and his uncle 
Herod was appointed superintendent of 
the Temple and Treasury, with the title of 
King of Chalcis, while Cuspius Fadus was 
sent as governor to Judea. 

Cuspius Fadus was succeeded by one 
Tiberius Alexander, an apostate Jew, and 
a nephew of the celebrated Philo, the his- 
torian of Alexandria. He held office for 
two years, during which King Herod of 
Chalcis died. Agrippa II. (the King 
Agrippa of the Acts of the Apostles) suc- 
ceeded him in his titles and office. 

Under the next governor, Ventidius 
Oumanus, the spirit of discontent and 
rebellion which had so long smouldered 
in the bosoms of the Jewish people burst 
out into a flame of open revolt. 

Shortly after the arrival of Cumanus, 
the passover was celebrated at Jerusalem ; 
and as immense multitudes were assem- 
bled in the city the Roman procurator 
sent for additional troops, which, by a 
Bingularly unlucky chance, were the very 
same which had been censured by the 
authorities for their extravagant exhibi- 
tion of animosity against the Jews at 
Csesarea. The fortress of Antonia, in 
which the garrison was quartered, over- 
looked the Temple area, and during the 



public services some of the Roman soldiers 
expressed their contempt by indecent ges- 
tures. 

The enthusiasm of the people, already 
inspired by the solemnity of the service, 
was suddenly changed into the uncontrol- 
lable fury of fanaticism, and they declared 
that Cumanus had himself instigated the 
affront. The Roman governor behaved 
with great moderation, and, being unable 
to appease the people, ordered the rest of 
the soldiery into the fort. The crowd, 
misunderstanding the manoeuvre, and 
imagining that they were about to be at- 
tacked, were seized by a sudden panic, and 
in endeavoring to escape from the Temple 
area they trampled each other to death by 
thousands in the narrow outlets. 

Frequent collisions now took place be- 
tween the Jews and the Roman author- 
ities, and the Samaritans commenced a 
series of outrages upon their Galilean 
neighbors; Cumanus, as was to be ex- 
pected, sided with the Samaritans, but, 
upon appeal being made to Rome, a 
decision was given in favor of the Jews, 
and the procurator was recalled. 

Felix, an emancipated slave, and an 
infamous creature of the Emperor Clau- 
dius, was the next governor of Judea. 
His rapacity and injustice drove the peo- 
ple to madness, so that in their despair 
they listened to the voice of every impos- 
ter who promised them deliverance. As 
our Lord had predicted, false prophets and 
antichrists continually appeared, attract- 
ing crowds of deluded followers, only to 
furnish fresh victims for the stem military 
despotism of Rome. 

One of these antichrists, an Egyptian 
Jew, who had led a disorderly band into 
Palestine, succeeded in assembling no 
fewer than 80,000 men upon the Mount 
of Olives, promising that at his command 
the walls of the city should fall down, and 
that the people, freed for ever from Uie 
Roman yoke, should triumphantly enter 
in. The misguided mob were attacked by 
Felix's troops, and nearly all cut to pieces 
on the spot or taken prisoners. 

Another fatal blow to Judaism was the 
introduction of the Sicarii into the city of 
Jerusalem. Jonathan the high priest had 
continually besought Felix to mend his 
ways, reminding him that it was through 
his influence tibat the Roman governor 
had obtained his appointment. In order 
to rid himself of so troublesome an 
acquaintance, Felix determined to have 
recourse to assassination, and the instru- 
ments were ready to his hand, in the 
Jewish order of the " Zealots." 

This association had grown out of the 
Maccabean movement, and the name by 
which they were known, and the princi- 
ples which they professed, were derived 
from the last words of Mattathias, "Be 
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ye zealots for the Law, aud sacrifice your 
lives for it." They bound themselves by 
a terrible oath : To acknowledge God as the 
sole spiritual and temporal King of the 
nation; to ignore all temporal authority; 
cheerfully to sacrifice their own lives and 
those of all who were near and dear to 
them, in the cause of the Law and of the 
liberty of the Jews ; to consider all means 
lawful in order to compass this end; and, 
lastly, to grant no quarter, either to the 
Romans, or to those unworthy Jews who 
upheld their sway. 

Having impressed upon a certain num- 
ber of them the fact that Jonathan had 
shown himself favorable to the Roman 
rule, he bade them join the crowd of wor- 
shipers who were going up to the Tem- 
ple. The "Zealots," who carried daggers 
concealed beneath their garments (from 
which circumstance they were known by 
the name of Sicarii), soon made an end of 
the high priest Jonathan; and, knowing 
that they would receive immunity at the 
hands of the Roman governor, whatever 
atrocities they might commit, they pro- 
ceeded to murder all who were obnoxious 
to them, even within the hallowed pre- 
cincts of the Temple itself. 

A period of perfect anarchy had now set 
in ; the very priests were affected by the 
general demoralization, so that the chief 
priests appropriated all the tithes and left 
the poorer ones to starve. Two parties 
presently grew out of the disorder, and for 
some time a deadly feud raged throughout 
the city. A dispute which occurred at 
Osesarea brought matters nearer still to a 
crisis. This town had been founded by 
Herod, and enriched with many noble 
buildings and temples, all, however, in the 
Greek style, and devoted to Pagan worship. 
The Greek and Syrian inhabitants of the 
town insisted that the maintenance of 
their institutions should be paramount; 
the Jews, on the other hand, claimed pre- 
eminence for themselves, their worship, 
and their laws, oh the ground that the 
founder of their city had been himself a 
Jew by birth. The dispute was at last 
referred to Rome, and the emperor Nero 
decided against the Jews. 

Fortius Festus, who replaced Felix in 
the government, made some effort to stem 
the tide of lawlessness and bloodshed, but, 
unfortunately, death struck him down in 
the midst of his reforms. 

Albinus, who succeeded him, had but 
one passion, and that was cupidity. Under 
his rule, the imposts were exorbitantly 
increased, and any act of crime was over- 
looked and connived at, if only the criminal 
bad means to satisfy the rapacity of the 
governor. To add to the general discord, 
the works of the Temple were now just 
finished, and 18,000 artisans were thrown 
out of work. The more orderly portion of 



the inhabitants besought Agrippa to find 
these men work to do, by rebuilding the 
eastern cloisters of the Temple, a magnifi- 
cent piece of work, which had originaJly 
been built by Solomon. 

Agrippa, however, who had studied the 
signs of the times to some purpose, and 
was already preparing for himself a com- 
fortable place of refuge at Beyrout, re- 
quired all his money for the palaces, baths, 
and theatres which he was building in the 
latter city ; he was, nevertheless, with some 
difficulty persuaded to pave Jerusalem 
with stones, so that temporary employ- 
ment was found for a lar^e number of the 
workmen, and an immediate outbreak was 
thus deferred. 

Albinus was at last recalled, and Gessius 
Florus ruled in his stead. Josephus 
declares that Florus' s avowed object was 
to drive the people to a revolt; but it is 
more probable that his object was to ex- 
act as much as possible from the people, 
and so to lay up a provision for himself in 
the case of his own recall or banishment. 
This policy has always been a favorite one 
with Eastern governors. But, whatever his 
motives may have been, it is clear that his 
conduct was mainly instrumental in 
bringing about the long-threatened calam- 
ity. 

The terrible prediction of our Lord was 
on the eve of accomplishment, and all the 
signs which he had declared should pre- 
sage it began to appear with startling 
rapidity ; even the heathen historian Tac- 
itus bears witness to this, and speaks of 
the famine, the earthquake, the prodigies, 
and the awful signs in the heavens, which, 
heralded the fall of the Holy City. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE FAI.L OF JERUSAIiEM. 

The first outbreak occurred at Csesarea, 
where the efforts of the Greek and Syrian 
population to carry out Nero's decision 
caused a fierce and bloody contest. The 
rebellion quickly spread to Jerusalem, and 
King Agrippa implored the people not to 
enter upon so unequal a contest; but to 
spare themselves, their children, and the 
Holy House. His appeal, supported by 
the tears of his sister Berenice, a great 
favorite with the people, was in vain, and 
he himself was compelled to seek refuge 
in flight from the fury of the mob, and to 
leave the doomed city to itself. 

The fire of civil war, once kindled, 
spread with alarming rapidity, and Judea 
became a scene of indiscriminate carnage. 

In Cffisarea, 20,000 Jews were put to 
the sword; at Alexandria, 52,000; at Ptol- 
emais, 2,000 perished; and at Jerusalem, 
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tlie troops of Florus massacred 3,500 peo- 
ple in a single day. 

Tlie Jews, on their part, were not idle, 
and ail immense number of Syrians and 
Romans were slaughterer! by way of 
reprisal. In Jerusalem itself, the revolt 
assumed formidable proportions. One 
Meuahem, grandson of Judah of Galilee, 
and hereditary chief of the "Zealots, 
caused himself to be proclaimed king, and 
stormed and took the fortreis of Antonia. 
Eleazer, the eon of Ananias the high 
priest, and also a chief of the association, 
refused to sacrifice for the prosperity of 
the emperor, and thus formally renounced 
his allegiance to Rome. 

All the Roman fortresses in Judea fell 
one after another into t1\e hands of the 
insurgents; and the Roman garrison at 
Jerusalem, which after the capture of 
Antonia had been compelled to eeek refuge 
in the three strong towers of Hippicus, 
Phasfelus, and Uariamne, were induced 
to capitulate, on condition that their lives 
should be si«red. No sooner, however, 
had they laid down their arms, and 
marched out from the citadel, than the 
Jews rushed upon them, and murdered 
them to a man. 



darts. Nearly a quarter of Cestius' men 
perished in this retreat, and he himself 
was so affected by the disgrace that he 
shortly after fell sick and died. 

Eusebius tells us that at this criti<»l 
moment the Christians left Jerusalem, in 
obedience to the word of their Master 
(Matt. xxiy. 15). They withdrew to the 
town of Pella, situated on the other side of 
Jordan, about forty leagues from Jerosa- 
lem ; here they remained in safely during 
the whole of those troublous times. 

The defeat of Cestius Gallus increased 
the obstinacy of the Jews, and they com- 
menced preparations for continuing the 
war. The high priest Ananus, and Jo- 
sephus, son of Gorion, were appointed 
governors of Jerusalem, and entrusted 
with the task of repairing the fortifica- 
tions; the most tried generals were at the 
same time placed in command of the 
troops in the provinces. 

Amongst tiiis number was Josephus, 
the descendant of the illustrious family of 
the ismoneans, and author of the well- 
known works upon the antiquities and 
wars of the Jews, to which we are in- 
debted for nearly all our knowledge of 
these events. During the war, he aistin- 
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At length Cestius Gallus, the governor 
of Syria, arrived before the walla of Jeru- 
salem at the head of an army of 20,000 
men, and besieged the city. For some 
unexplained reaaou, he suddenly changed 
bis purpose, and commenced a retreat. 
The Jews, who a few hours before had 
been despairingly contemplating tbe 
speedy capture of their city, were intoxi- 
cated with delight, and, rushing out of tlie 
city. In countless numbers, tbey assuled 
tlie retreating Romans with atones and 



guished himself as ageneral, but, on being 
made prisoner by the Romans, he appears 
to have forsaken tbe national cause, and 
to have become the confidant and friend 
of Vespasian and Titus, the latterof whom 
he accompanied during the siege of Jeru- 
salem. After the tall of tbe ci^, he fol- 
lowed Titua to Rome, where Vespasian 
l>estowed upon him the rights of citizen- 
ship, and granted him a pension. At 
Rome he studied the Greek language, in 
which he composed his celebrated history. 
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Josephus died in the year 93 of the Chris- 
tian era, at the age of 56. 

Seeing the active preparations which the 
Jews were making, and viewing with dis- 
quietude the effect produced by the defeat 
of Cestius Gallus, the Emperor Nero sent 
Vespasian, already known as a brave and 
skilful general, into Judea. Vespasian at 
once commenced levying troops, and his 
son Titus fetched two Roman legions from 
Alexandria. 

At the beginning of the following spring, 
Vespasian, at the head of 60,000 well armed 
and disciplined men, marched into Galilee. 
After carrying the fortress of Gadara at 
the first assault, they proceeded to lay 
siege to Jotapata, which place Josephus 
defended for forty-seven days with great 
vigor and heroism ; but it was at last taken 
by surprise, and all the inhabitants were 
either put to the sword or taken prisoners. 
The number of those who fell on this 
occasion is estimated at 40,000, and that of 
the captives at 1,200, Josephus himself 
being amongst the latter. 

During the siege of Jotapata, Vespasian 
attacked a neighboring city named Japha, 
which had revolted. After an obstinate 
siege the town submitted, when all the 
male inhabitants, to the number of 15,000, 
were put to the sword, while all the women 
and children were carried into captivity. 
A few days afterwards, the Samaritans, 
having assembled in a riotous fashion 
upon Mount Gerizim, were put to the 
sword. 

Joppa, which had been devastated by 
destius, and subsequently re-fortified by 
some insurgent Jews who had found a 
refuge there, was next attacked by the 
imperial army, who, without difficulty, 
effected an entry; many of the inhabitants 
took to their ships, and put out to sea for 
safety; but, a violent tempest arising in 
the night, the wretched few who had 
sought safety from butchery at the hands 
of the Romans fell victims to the devour- 
ing sea. 

After a short rest, Vespasian marched 
his troops against Tiberias. That city 
opened its ^ates to the Roman general, 
and, at the intercession of Agrippa, the 
inhabitants were spared. Tarichoea, a 
strongly fortified place on the Sea of Gal- 
ilee, was next reduced, after long resist- 
ance, and the fall of Gamala and of the 
mountain fortress of Tabor followed in 
quick succession. Of all the towns in 
Galilee, Giscala alone held out, and Titus 
was sent to reduce it to submission. The 
principal inhabitants were disposed to 
submit at once, and so avoid slaughter ; but 
John, the son of Levi, chief of one of the 
factions in the town, induced the populace 
to prevent this resolution from being car- 
ried out. 

One Sabbath, he implored Titus to cease 



from hostilities for the day, and prom- 
ised to submit on that condition; he, 
however, took advantage of the truce to 
withdraw himself, together with a large 
number of followers, to Jerusalem. The 
Romans speedily pursued the fugitives, 
and put 5,000 to death, capturing at the 
same time more than 3,000 of the women 
and children. John of Giscala himself, 
with his immediate adherents, succeeded 
in gaining the Holy City. The inhabit- 
ants of Giscala lost no time in capitulat- 
ing, and explained that they had had no 
part in the treacherous movement of John 
and his companions. Titus believed them, 
and consented to spare their lives. Thus 
the last stronghold in Galilee fell into the 
hands of the Romans. 

Titus then rejoined his father at Csesa- 
rea. The revolutions which were going 
on in Rome prevented the Roman general 
from prosecuting the war for the next 
year with the same vigor with which he 
had commenced it. This, however, caused 
him little uneasiness, for the whole 
strength of the nation was concentrated in 
Jerusalem, and the factions which already 
reigned in that city were slowly but surely 
facilitating its conquest and hastening its 
destruction. 

Two parties existed at this time in Jeru- 
salem. The more moderate of the inhab- 
itants recognized the hopelessness of con- 
tending against the overwhelming power 
of Rome, and desired to submit rather 
than compass the inevitable destruction of 
the nation. The other party, consisting 
of the lower classes, who had joined the 
** Zealots," clamored for an imcompro- 
mising resistance, and availed themselves 
of the popular outcry against the Roman- 
isers to pillage and murder. 

The party of order, under the venerable 
high priest Ananus, were at last compelled 
to take up arms in their own defence, and 
the " Zealots," after a terrible contest, 
were forced to seek refuge within the pre- 
cincts of the Temple, where they were 
closely besieged. 

John of Giscala, who professed a desire 
for peace, was sent to induce them to come 
to terms, but, instead of fulfilling his 
missicjn, he exhorted them to persevere, 
and to seek assistance from without. The 
Idumeans, a fierce, warlike race, who had 
been Judaised during the reign of Hyr- 
canus, were accordingly invited to take 
part in the defence of the Holy City; but 
Ananus, justly suspicious, refused to ad- 
mit them into the city. That night, a 
terrible storm broke out, and taking advan- 
tage of the darkness and confusion, the 
"Zealots " forced the gates of the Temple, 
and, precipitating themselves into the 
city, admitted 20,000 of their Idumean 
allies. A scene of horrible carnage ensued, 
and in the morning 8,000 corpses strewed 
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the enclosure of the Temple, Ananua, and 
Jeeus the Bon of Qamala, being amongst 
the uumber of the slaiu. The moderate 
party was thus flually stamped out and 
exterminated. 

The "Zealots" next turned their arms 
against each other. Simon ben Gioias, a 
dangerous and ambitious leader, declared 
against the authority of John of Giseala, 
and established bis headquarters at the 
fortress of Masadah, and by specious 
promisea succeeded in attracting lar^ 
numbers to his standard. With this army 
he successfully invaded Idumea, and ulti- 
mately laid siege to Jerusalem itself. 

Within the city the "Zealots" were 
'committing the most horrible atrocities, 
while boUi Uiese, and the few who still 
dared to lift up their voices in favor of 
order, were equally opposed to the tyran- 
nous rule of John of GlscaJa. The latter 
threatened to set fire to the city unless his 
authority were obeyed, and in an evil 
moment the despairing citizens consented 
to Uirow open their gates and admit 
Simon. A fierce civil war went on between 
the two rival chieftaiuB, up to the very 
moment when Titus appeared before the 

In the meaiitime, Yespasian had been 
elected emperorof Bome, andhis son Titus 
assumed the command of the forces iit 
Palestine, and commenced active prepara- 
tions for the siege of Jerusalem. 

In April of the year 70 A. n., he set out 
on his march from Ctesarea. His army 
consisted of four legions, amongst which 
was the 12th, which had suffered so dis- 
graceful a defeat under Oestius Callus; to 
this formidable force of r^lar troops 
was added a lai^e uumber of auxiliarioB, 
and, comparing various accounts, we may 
estimate the force under his command at 
not less than 80,000 men. 

Titus marched from Ciesarea to Jerusa- 
lem without encountering any opposition, 
and arrived before the walls on the 11th 



of April. Within the city, the civil dis- 
sensions had gone on from bad to worse. 
"John, Simon ben Qioras, and Eleazar, 
each at the head of his own faction, made 
the streets run with blood. 

"John, whose followers numbered 
8,000, held the Lower, New, and Middle 
City; Simon, at the head of 10,000 Jews 
ami 5,000 Idumeana, had the strong post 
of the Upper City, with a portion of the 
third wall; Eleazar, with 2,000 Zealots, 
more fanatic than the rest, had tuuricaded 
himself within the Temple itself. There 
they admitted unarmed worshipers, but 
kept out the rest. The stores of the Tem- 
ple provided tliem with abundance of 
provisions, while the rest of the soldiers, 
were starving. This was, however, the 
only advantage which Eleazar possessed 
over the rest. Their position, cooped up 
in a narrow fortress — for such the Tem- 
ple was — and exposed to a constant 
shower of darts, stones, and missiles of all 
sorts from John's men, was miserable 
enough. 
"John and Simon fought with each 



Zion. Here were stored up supplies of 
com, sufBcient, it is said, for many years' 
consumption. But, in the sallies which 
John and Simon made upon each otbetr 
all the buildings In this part of the town 
were destroyedor set on lire, and all their 
corn burnt; so that famine had actually 
begun before the commencement of the 

To add to the miserable condition of the 
besieged, their numljcrs were enormously 
increased by the country folk, who, on the 
first approach of the Komans, flacked in 
multitudes into the city. 

The appearance of the Bomans before 
the walls united for a moment the con- 
flicting parties. Their flrst sally was so 
vigorous and desperate that the Roman 
army was compelled to abandon Its posi- 
tion, and to take refuge in 
the mouutt^ns. Instead of 
following up the advantage 
thus gained, the Jews seized 
the opportunity to renew 
their own faction fights, 
John having treacherously 
murdered a great number 
of the p^tlsans of Eleazar, 
and reduced the others to 
submission, there remained 
now but two factions in the 
city; these, however, car- 
ried on an Incessant and 
bloody conflict. 

In the meantime, the Ro- 
mans were making prepara- 
tions for an attack. All the 
neighlKiring forests were cut 
downforthect 
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their engines of war; the fosses around 
Jerusalem were filled up; and walls and 
towers b^an to rise round the doomed city, 
from which terrible and destructive mis- 
siles could be hurled at its defenders. 

The sight of these operations once more 
recalled the infatuated Jews to their 
senses ; again they united to defend them- 
selves against the besieging force. They 
had the engines which had been captured 
from Cestius Gallus, and these they di- 
rected against the Roman works; but 
their want of practice rendered their artil- 
lery almost useless, while that of the 
liomans did terrible execution. A breach 
was soon effected, the Romans entered the 
town, and the Jews withdrew within the 
second wall. Titus thus became master 
of Bezetha, in the new town, forming 
about a third of the city. The conquerors 
lost no time in attacking the second wall, 
and their battering-rams soon destroyed 
one of the towers, so that they were ena- 
bled to effect a breach. The defenders 
fought with the fury of despair, but noth- 
ing could withstand the steady advance of 
the well armed and well disciplined Roman 
legions, and in a few days the whole of 
the lower town was in Titus's hands. 

And now, the dense masses of people 
being compressed within narrower limits, 
and the provisions, scanty enough from 
the first, having been entirely consumed, 
all the horrors of a famine were added to 
those of the siege. Josephus, an eye-wit- 
ness, gives all the ghastly details ; how the 
** Zealots '' rushed from house to house to 
search for food, and murdered men, wo- 
men and children for the morsels which 
they were in the very act of swallowing; 
how the wretched inhabitants crept out of 
the city by night, to search for food in the 
valley, and were either caught and cruci- 
fied by Titus's soldiery, or robbed by the 
sentinels at their own ^tes of the misera- 
ble roots which they had hoped to bring 
home to their starving wives and children. 
The sufferings of the Jews during this 
memorable siege have never been equalled 
in the history of the world. 

All Titus's efforts to induce the people 
to capitulate were in vain; and at last, 
weary of the protracted si^e, he resolved 
upon a decisive attack. Three days suf- 
ficed for his soldiery to raise a wall of 
circumvallation round the city, and a strict 
blockade was established; thus was ful- 
filled the prediction of our Lord (St. Luke 
xix. 43). 

Cut off from their last feeble resource — 
that of gathering roots in the valley — the 
horrors of the famine were redoubled, and 
under such suffering even the obstinacy 
of the Jews at last gave way. One Judas, 
who was in command of a tower in the 
Upper City, conspired, with ten of his 
men, to admit the Romans. Titus, who 



had too often been deceived by similar 
proposals, allowed the opportunity to slip 
by; the plot was discovered, and Judas, 
with his accomplices, was thrown over the 
ramparts. 

In twenty-one days, tlie Romans made 
the preparations for their assault, and the 
Jews were too feeble to prevent them. 
When all was completed, the battering- 
rams and other engines were brought to 
bear upon the walls, and at night, when 
darkness compelled both sides to desist, 
the wall, which had been grievously bat- 
tered, fell of its own accord. The soldiers 
of Titus rushed in, but, to their dismay, 
found yet another wall, behind which the 
defenders had retreated in anticipation of 
this catastrophe, and which they were now 
preparing to defend as obstinately as the 
first. 

Two days afterwards, a few Roman sol- 
diers effected an entry by a successful 
rusCy and the fortress of Antonia fell into' 
their hands. Nothing now remained but 
the Temple itself, and this the Jews 
stoutly defended, still hoping against hope 
that the God of Israel would not desert 
His sanctuary, but would at the last mo- 
ment bring them miraculous deliverance. 
As the enemy approached, the defenders 
commenced to destroy portions of the 
Temple with their own hands ; and Titus, 
willing to save the edifice from destruction, 
sent Josephus to make a last appeal to 
John ; he was repulsed with bitter taunts 
and insult. The end was drawing nigh. 
It was now the 9th of August, the anni- 
versary of the burning of the first temple 
by Nebuchadnezzar, and the Jews, nerv- 
ing themselves for a decisive effort, made 
a sortie from the walls; but, after five 
hours' fighting, they were driven back into 
their stronghold. 

Titus now retired into Antonia, <^nd 
determined that the next day should decide 
the fate of the city. The Jews, however, 
being unwilling to wait so long, made 
another sortie, their last and ineffectual 
struggle. They were easily beaten back, 
closely pursued by the Roman soldiers, 
when one of the latter, without having 
received any order, found means of setting 
fire to one of the apartments immediately 
adjoining the sanctuary, by throwing 
some burning materials through the win- 
dows. 

The Jews now thought that God had 
abandoned His sanctuary, and, rushing 
with frantic cries to the spot, many pre- 
cipitated themselves into the midst of 
thefiames, and perished 'in their attempt 
to save the " holy of holies." Titus him- 
self, with his staff, hastened to the scene, 
and endeavored to rescue a portion of the 
"holy of holies," with his own hands 
beating back the soldiers. But all was in 
vain; one of the soldiers threw a torch 
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upoa the gateway of the Temple, and in a 
few momenta the edifice vaa enveloped In 
flunea. The Ronum soldiery, maddened 
with r^e against those who had resisted 
them so long, intoxicated with the sudden 
success, and excited bythe scene, behaved 
with unbridled license, and commenced a 
butchery too horrible to degcribe. 

The Temple of Herod was destroyed. 
But the last act of the tragedy was yet to 
come. The fighting men had cut their 
way Qirough tha cam^e, and ensconced 
themselves in the Upper Ciiy, where they 
atlll held out. 

Titua demanded a parley, and, standing 
on a bridge which connected the Temple 



be put to death. Pouring 
luLo the town, the Ib)man soldiers butch- 
ered old and young, and, when satiated 
with blood, turned to plunder. But from 
this they was compelled to desist, for the 
bouses were filled with putrefying corpses, 
and. sickened at the loathsome sight, the 
soldiers dared not enter in. 

Thus fell the Holy City, Of all the 
countless nAiltitudes who had thronged 
(he streets of Jerusalem, and bidden defi- 
ance to the power of Rome, but a wretched 
few remained alive, and these were carried 
oS, to grace the conqueror's triumph, and 
to end their miserable existence as cap- 
tives in the mines, or as gladiators. 



Triumphal Areh < 

with the Upper City, or Zlon, offered 
torms to the insurgents for the last time. 

The cletuency of Titus was refused, and 
the Bomaiis began to raiseengines against 
the wall, as there was no pro9|>ect of car- 
ryii^ the stronghold by assault. Eighteen 
days were consumed in the attack, during 
whicli time large numbers of the Jews 
succeeded in deserting to the Romans, At 
first, all who left the city were slaughtored, 
but the Romans presently grew tired of 
butchery, and detained the fugitives, to be 
afterwards sold as slaves. 

At last the breach was made, and the 
wretched garrison, paralyzed with despair, 
awaited the signal for their slaughter to 
commence. John and Simon, with such 
followers as they could collect, endeavored 
to escape over Titus's wall of circumvalla- 
tion at the south. In this last hope they 
were defeated. The leaders .'ought a hid- 
ii^ place in the subterranean chambers 
beneath the city, while the men submitl«d 



John and Simou were not amoi^ the 
slain, nor were they taken prisoners, but 
after a few days the former gave himself 
up to Titus. Simon was captured the 
following October, after Titus had de- 
parted from the city with his victorious 
troops. Driven by starvation from his 
subterranean retreat, be at last determined 
upon making an attempt to escape. Dress- 
ing himself in a long white tunic, he sud- 
denly appeared before the guards, hopii^ 
that they might take him for a supernal 
Ural apparitioti, and in their terror let him 
escape. Tliis somewhat undignified trick 
was unsuccessful. The matter-of-fact 
sentinel arrested the ghost, and sent him 
a prisoner to Rome, 

In a Roman triumph, the chief of the 
vanquished leaders was always executed. 
The post of honor was assigned by Titus 
to Simon, son of Gioras, who met his death 
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mob. John of Glscala was Eent«iiced to But unbroken and unimpeachable tra- 

iinprisoninent for life. ditioa, as well as constant, occupatioii, 

prom this moment, Jerusalem ceases to identify the site of the modern city of EI 

be the centre of Jewish history. Cuds, or Belt-el-Mucaddas, with the 

The present aspect of the city enables ancient Jerusalem. Tlie principal object 

in that ancient town, 
andatonceitHprldeand 
glory, was tlio Temple. 

Traditional evidence - 
points to the enclosure 
now called Et Haram 
e» Sherif, or the " noble 
sanctuary," as the site 
of the Temple. In the 
fourth ceutury, the site, 
k though neglected and 
dishonored, was per- 
fectly well known, for 
' Eutychlos tells us that 
i' "when Helena, the 
; mother of Constantine, 
: had built churches at 
I Jerusalem, the site of 
the rock and its neigh- 
borhood had been laid 
waste, and so left. But 
f the Christians heaped 
: dirt on the rock till 
' there was a lai^edung- 
; hill over it. And so the 
1 Romans had neglected 
It, nor given it that 
honor which the Israel- 
ites had been wont to 
pay it, and had not built 
Mcwpu of OtoK. aciiurch above it, he- 

cause it had been said 
lis to appreciate the general nature of its by Christ, ' Behold your hooae shall be 1^ 
position and Burroundlnffa, But modem unto you desolate.' " 

Jerusalem conveys no idea of what the Omar, the great Mohammedan con- 
ancient city used to be; that 19 buried queror, purified the site from dirt and 
fathoms deep below the surface of the soil, rubbish, and built a mosque, there ; and 
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his umnlflcent successor, Abd-el-Melik, 
erected the present magnificeut atracture 
known as the Cubbet-es-Sakhrah, or 
"Dome of the Rock," over the identlcaJ 
spot upon whicli the Jewish altar ot bunit 
offering had stood. 

Had it not been for the excavations 
made by the Palestine Exploration FanJ 
■ upon and around the noble sanctuary, it 
would have been difficult to realize the 
descrlptious contained in the Bible, and in 
Josephua'fi history, of the grandeur and 
magnjficence of (he Te^le. Bnt tlie 
sh^ta sunk by Captidn Warren, and the 
researches of Captain Wilson, have vindi- 
cated the accuracy of those records. For 
instance, the Bible tells us that the mate- 
rials for Solomon's Temple were prepared 
by Tyrian workmeu at a distance from 
Jerusalem, and that the massive stones 
were so carefully hewn and chiselled that 
in putting them together no mortar was 
required, and neither the sound of axe 
nor hammer was beard, to disturb the 
sacred repose of the Holy MounL 

Above ground, few, if any stones occupy 
their ori^nal position in the Temple w^l, 
so often have they been thrown down and 
rebuilt; but below the surface. Captain 
Warren's shafts and galleries reveal mas- 
' ■ \n proportions, fitted 



Chronicles, we should place the Palace of 
King Solomon at the southern end of the 
Temple enclosure, and somewhat lower 
down. Excavations at the point suggested 
have revealed traces of the fomidations of 
an ancient structure; and even relics of 
pottery, containing inscriptions, were 
found in the same spot. The inscriptions 
are in the same characl«r as that of the 
Moabite stone, which belonged to the 
period of the kings of Israel. These are 
only a few out of numerous instances in 
which scientific investigation couflrms the 
accuracy of Scripture, even in the mi- 
nutest details. 

The authenticity of the tomb now 
pointed out as the Holy Sepulchre does^ 
not rest upon such good evidence as that' 
which fixes the site of the Temple; but 
there is strong probability in its favor. 
It was identified, or discovered, by Helena, 
mother of the Emperor Constantine; and 
she was no doubt guided by local tradi- 
tion, which in so short a time as had 
claimed since the event (not more than 
three centuries) could scarcely have been 
at fault; since that time, the tradition has 
been perpetuated without interruption. 

No doubt the tomb in question is a Jew- 
ish one, and in its oriKinal 8ta1« wasacave 
cut In a rock; and the presence in the 



together without mortar, and with such 
extraordinary skill and accuracy that it is 
Impossible to insert a penknife into the 
Interstices ; while upon the faces of many 
of them, Tyrian or Phientcian characters 
are still as plain lyvisible as when made by 
tite workmen of Hiram, king of Tyre. 
From indications in the second book of 



ling Place, 

immediate vicinity, and under the roof of 
the same building, of other rock-cut tombs, 
indicates that the locality was devoted to 
sepulchral purposes. Becent excavations 

gove, moreover, that the Church of the 
oly Sepulchre lies outside of the city 
walls as they existed in Herod's time. 
The situation, therefore, exactly accords 
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with the notices contained in the Gospel ; 
and hence, there is no antecedent improb- 
ability in the identification. 

However much we may smile at the cre- 
dulity which has collected within the walls 
of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre such 
relics as "the stone of unction," "the 
pillar of flagellation," and " the stone 
upon which the cock stood to crow when 
Peter denied his Lord," few Christians 
could enter those hallowed precincts, ven- 
erated for so many centuries as the actual 
scenes of our Lord's sufferings and burial, 
without feelings of the deepest and most 
solemn awe. 

Of one place at Jerusalem there can be 



no doubt, and that is of the Mount of 
Olives. From this hill, east of the city, 
a view is obtained which embraces the 
whole of the two eminences, Moriah and 
ZiOn, upon which Jerusalem is built. 
Here at least we know that we are tread- 
ing in the very footprints of the Saviour; 
that we are looking over that very Jerusa- 
lem which He so loved and so strove to 
reclaim. His pitying eye beheld it in all 
its glory and splendor, and wept over its 
coming fall. We see it humbled in the 
dust, in the hands of Grentiles and infidels, 
crushed by a long succession of wars ana 
sieges. 
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Three forts in Judea still defied the 
Homans; Herodion, MachsBrus, and Ma- 
sada. Lucius Bassus, who was sent by 
Vespasian as lieutenant-governor of Judea, 
speedily reduced the first two ; but Masada, 
being well-provisioned, and, from its nat- 
ural position, almost impregnable, for a 
long time held out. At length the Romans 
effected a breach in the walls, by which 
they determined to take the place by 
assault. On entering it the following 
morning, they found that Eleazar, its 
defender, and the desperate band who had 
ioined him, had preferred death to captiv- 
ity, and that out of 967 persons only two 
women and five children remained alive, 
fhe rest having all sought a voluntary 
death. 

The merciless policy of the Romans had 
reduced Judea to a howling and desolate 
wilderness. At first a few old persons 
and children were alone permitted to 
dwell in the ruined city of Jerusalem; but 
by degrees, no doubt, a number of Jews 
returned to their former home. 

The Emperor Titus sold all the lands of 
Judea, but expressly prohibited the re- 
building of any of the cities. The Jews 
were still permitted to practice their own 
religion, but with the grievous proviso 
that th^ should pay to the Temple of 
Jupiter Oapitolinus a tax equivalent to the 
amount contributed by each of them to- 
wards the maintenance of the Temple. 

Domitian, Vespasian's brother and suc- 
cessor increased their burdens, and in- 
volved them in the persecutions which he 



was then canying on with great vigor 
against the Christians. 

The Jews profited but little by these 
bitter lessons of adversity, and a fresh 
insurrection occurred at Alexandria. 
Some of their compatriots who had not 
joined the outbreak betrayed the insur- 
gents into the hands of the Romans, and 
more than 600 were put to death. The 
Temple of Onias at Heliopolis was also 
shut up by order of the empefor. 

Crowds of Jews now dispersed them- 
selves over the world; some sought an 
asylum in Egypt, where a colony had been 
established since the time of Alexandria; 
others went farther east, and joined their 
brethren who had settled at Babylon. 
The nation thus becomes divided into two 
distinct bodies — the Eastern and the 
Western Jews ; the former inhabited Bab- 
ylonia, Chaldea, Assyria, Persia, etc., and 
were governed by a chief elected by them- 
selves, and bearing the title of the Prince 
of the Captivity ; the latter, who dwelt in 
Egypt, Palestine, and the European por- 
tions of the Roman empire, were presided 
over by a national officer, whom they 
called " the Patriarch." 

The Emperor !N'erva,who succeeded Dom- 
itian, relieved the Jews from many of their 
imposts or disabilities, and even allowed 
them to rebuild Tiberias on the Lake of 
Galilee, as the residence of the patriarch. 
This last dignity remained hereditary in 
the family of Gamaliel II., and rose to 
great importance, both political and relig- 
ious, for although they exercised no real 
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temporal authority over the scattered Jew- 
ish communities, yet their decrees and 
their teaching were accepted so far ae was 
necessary to preserve the semblance of a 
Hebrew commonwealth. The patriarch 
presided over an assembly which bore the 
name of the Sanhedrim, but it is doubtful 
whether this body had continued its sit- 
tings during all the troubles of Judea, or 
whether it was reconstituted at Tiberias. 

The Jews who remained in Palestine 
founded schools for expounding the Law 
and preserving what scraps of literature 
wars and dispersions had left them. These 
Tcdtimately produced the celebrated Tal- 
mud of Jerusalem, while similar acade- 
mies amongst the Eastern Jews produced 
the Babylonian Talmud. 

For some time the Jews remained in 
^comparative tranquillity; but at length, 
under the severity of the Emperor Tra- 
jan, an insurrection broke out at Cyrene. 
After several collisions between the Jew- 
ish and non-Jewish inhabitants of the 
town, the latter were compelled to with- 
draw to Alexandria ; there they revenged 
themselves by massacring all the Jews; 
those of Cyrene retaliated by a slaughter 
of the Libians; and the rebels, having 
spread themselves over the whole of Low- 
er Egypt, committed frightful atrocities, 
and were with difficulty suppressed by 
Marcius Turbo, whom Trajan had sent 
against them. A similar outbreak occurred 
at Mesopotamia during the following year, 
and Lucius Quietus having put down the 
rebellion, was appointed governor of 
Judea. 

Another rising took place in the island 
of Cyprus, where the Jews are said to 
have massacred 240,000 of their fellow- 
citizens. Adrian, who was sent to the 
relief of the inhabitants, drove every Jew 
out of the island, and forbade them ever 
to set foot in it again; and this decree has 
•ever since remained in force. 

When Adrian came to the throne, he 
determined, once for all, to slamp out the 
turbulent religion, prohibiting circum- 
cision and all other Jewish observances. 
These stem and uncompromising meas- 
ures exasperated them beyond measure. 
But in this their darkest hour the rumor 
went abroad amongst them that a star had 
appeared in Jacob, that the long-looked- 
for Messiah had come at last. 

Accordingly, when a fierce and deter- 
mined pretender arose, styling himself 
Bar-cochebas, the "son of the star," and 
proclaiming that he was the deliverer 
whose coming Balaam foretold, he found 
plenty of willing listeners to his lying 
words; and when Rabbi Akiba, the most 
learned and influential doctor of the age, 
warmly espoused his cause, the enthusiasm 
reached its height, and Bar-cochebas soon 
found himself at the head of 200,000 men, 



mad with zeal, and clamoring for freedom 
and for vengeance. So well did the insur- 
gents manage to conduct their prepara- 
tions, that before the Romans apprehended 
any danger, the Jews had taken advantage 
of their superior knowledge of the country 
and had occupied and fortified fifty impor- 
tant strongholds and nearly a thousand 
villages. 

Rufus, the Roman governor, could make 
no head against so formidable a rebellion, 
and sent to Adrian for reinforcements. 
The emperor immediately despatched 
Julius Sevei*us, one of the most illustrious 
generals of his age, against whose military 
skill and overwhelnfiing forces the undisci- 
plined numbers and courage of the rebels 
availed nothing. 

One by one the strongholds fell ; Jerusar 
lem was taken, and Bar-cochebas himself 
was slain; and at length the fortress of 
Bither, where the last desperate band had 
taken refuge, fell before the Roman arms. 

In the bitterness of their disappointment 
they changed the proud title of their 
vaunted deUverer Bar-cochebas, "the son 
of the star," into Bar-cozibah, " the son 
of a lie 1" 

Rabbi Akiba paid the penalty of his cre- 
dulity, being seized and executed by the 
Roman governor at the commencement of 
the movement. 

Immense numbers of Jews throughout 
Palestine perished by the sword, and the 
rest were sold into slavery. To prevent 
their restoration at any future time, Jeru- 
salem was re-constructed as a Pagan city, 
and colonized by strangers ; its name was 
changed to ^lia Capitolina, and a temple 
of Jupiter occupied the spot where tne 
Temple of Jehovah once' stood. 

The Christians had suffered terribly 
during the revolt of Bar-cochebas, being 
tortured by the Jews, and confounded 
with the latter by the Romans. To avoid 
such fatal confusion the Christians deter- 
mined to separate themselves beyond all 
question, and to this end appointed a Gen- 
tile convert named Marcus to be their 
head. They thus obtained permission to 
reside within the walls of ^lia, which 
became the seat of a flourishing church 
and bishopric. By this action the breach 
already existing between the Jews and 
Christians was made irreparable. 

The third patriarch of the Western Jews 
was the famous Rabbi Judah. It is said 
that he converted the Emperor Antoninus 
to Judaism, and wrote the Mishna by or- 
der of that prince. The Mishna is, as its 
name implies, the second law, and is not 
so much a commentary on, as a supple- 
ment to, the Pentateuch. It contains in a 
written form all the decisions upon knotty 
points of doctrine and observance which 
fiad been handed down by word of mouth 
through a long succession of theologians. 
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As might be ezpecled, the Mishna Is a 
crude, undigested luid coutradlctory col- 
lection, and for ail that the Jews professed 
to believe It little less than mspired, yet 
their faith did not prevent them from sub- 
sequently compiling a supplement ami 
commenUtry to it, which they named the 
Gemara or perfection. 

The edict ot Adrian prohibiting the cir- 
cumcision of infanta remained in force 
until the reign of his successor Antoninus 
Pius, when Uie Jews afain toolt up arms 
to obtain the repeal of such an arbitrary 
law. Theemperor speedily suppressed the 
revolt, after which he restored to them 
the privilege. Antoninus showed clem- 
ency and favor to the Jews in other ways. 
But he still forbade them to make prose- 
lytes, and this edict is a curious comrneiit 
nponthe rabbinical fable of his conversion, 
to which we have just alluded. 

Adrian, on his accession to the throne, 
had assigned the Euphrates as the limit of 
the Roman Empire. The Mesopotamian 
Jews, therefore, had returned W their old 
masters the Parthians, and were free from 
the troubles and miseries which befell 
their Western brethren. In the reign of 
Marcus Aurellua, however, they joined 



Temple of the Sun il Palmyra. 

with the Parthians in a war against the 
Romans, The emperor having reduced 
them to submission, once more put in 
force the edict of Adrian against circum- 
cision, in order to show his indignation at 
tlielr conduct ; nevertheless, in the remoter 
provinces it was found practJcally impos- 
.slble to enforce the restriction. 

The Jews and Samaritans had been 
allowed to establish themselves in Galilee. 



but they were still strictly forbidden to 
entej Jerusalem itself. But in the reigu 
of aeptimius Severus they once more 
endeavored t4> throw oS the Roman yoke, 
and Incurred another invasion. The em- 
peror, having subdued the malcontents, 
tiehaved with laudable moderation towards 
them ; far he was not unmindful of their 
Gdelity to his cause when Persenius Niger 
had disputed with him the imperial 
throne. 

About the commencement of the third 
century the doctors amongst the Oriental 
Jews commenced to make themselves 
famous, and Samuel Jarchai, celebrated 
for his military and astronomical talents, 
became Prince of the Captivity, and chief 
of the academy of Nahardea. 

The restoration of the Magian religion 
by that Persian monarchy which nad 
taken the place of the Parthian govern- 
ment occasUmed some trouble to the East- 
ern Jews, and we find them persecuted by 
Shapur, king of Persia. Under Zenobia the 
Jews enjoyed undisturbed peace and pros- 
perity. But when the Emperor Aureiian 
destroyed the proud monarchy of Pal- 
myra's queen, her Hebrew subjects were 
compelled to seek an asylum in Persia. 

The Emperor Heliogaba- 
lus, among other mad 
freaks, endeavored to in- 
corporate the Jewish di^- 
mas and practices into 
that medley of beatlien 
superstitions which he 
dignified by the name of 
religion; and he even went 
so far as to impose the 
rite of circumcision upon 
his Rom:u) subjects and 
to prohibit their use of 
the flesh of swine. The 
JcM's and Samaritans nat- 
urally refused to accept the 
emperor's proffered offer 
o f amalgamation, and 
their refusal might have 
brought serious conse- 

Juences upon them but 
}r his timely death. 
Alexander Severus, the 
next emperor of Rome, 
was a noble and enli^t^ 
ened prince. The tune 
was not yet ripe for the 
conversion of a Roman 
emperor to Christianity; but Severus rec- 
ognized the truth and beauty of our Sav- 
iour's teaching, and added His image to his 
gallery of men whom he considered worthy 
of divine honors. The Jews also were very 
favorably treated by him, anil their religioit 
and pri vll^es so much resjiected that the 
emperor earned for himself tlie title of Qie 
" father of the synagogne." 
Undpr the succeeding emperors the 
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JewH remained unmolested in the West. 
Phtlip, who was born in Arabia, where a 
great part of tbe commerce was carried on 
b; Jewa, forming afaTora,bIe impression, 
accorded them many privileges. Decius 
Talerlan and Diocletian, hostile as they 
were to the Christians, did not disturb the 
Jews in the exercise of their religion, and 
«ven permitted them to enjoy the rights 
of citizenship, and to participate In the 
honors of the magistracy, and synagogues 



ran, made common cause with the 
Magiaiia, massacred all their Christian 
aei^bors, and destroyed their churdies. 

Constantius, who succeeded his fatiier 
Constantine, showed a disposition to 
lighten their yolce; but one or two attempts 
at insurrection in Palestine caused the em- 
peror to change his clement policy. In 
Alexandria the Jews mixed themselves up 
in tbe dissensions caused by the heresy 
of Arius, and joined tiie Pagans in com- 
mitting the most 
frightful atroci- 
ties against the Atiia- 
nasian bishop and hU 
followers. The acces- 
sion of Julian, sur- 
named the Apostate, 
made a new diversion 
In their favor. This 
emperor abol- 
Ished Christianity in 
favor of paganism by 
an Imperial edict, 
and wishing, doubt- 
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were allowed to be erected in all the prin- 
cipal towns of the empire. 

In a word, under the last Pagan emper- 
ors the Jews were entirely exempt from 
persecution. But when a Christian sov- 
ereign mounted upon the throne, the unre- 
lenting hatred felt for the " enemies of 
Jesus Christ" began to display itself, and 
the troubles of the Hebrew nation began 

The fourth century witnessed oni! of the 
most important revolutions in the liistory 
of the world — the overthrow of Paganism, 
and the formal establishment of Cliris- 
tlanlty throughout the Roman empire. 
Constantine the Great, the first Christian 
emperor, restored the ancient name of 
Jerusalem, adorned the city with splendid 
e<lifices, and erected magnificent shrines 
over the Sepulchre of our Lord and the 
other holy places in Palestine. Under the 
imperial convert and his immediate suc- 
cessors, the Jews were deprivcMi of the 
privileges which they had enjoyed under 
the later Pagan emperors, and various 
laws and edicts were promulgated for the 
humiliation of the Hebrew community. 

The Eastern Jews, to revenge the 
affronts heaped upon their Western breth- 
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influence of the Meso- 
potamian Jews on his 
own side in his cam- 
paign against the 
Persians, he ado^Wd 
a policy of reconcilis- 
t ion towards the 
whole of tlie race. 

The Jews were jft- 
vited to rebuild the 
Temple of Jerusa- 
lem ; and his favorite, 
i, was appointed to carry out the 
Never, perhaps, since the com- 
---' of their captivity had atich 
joyous hopes filled the minds of the Jews. 
From all quarters of the world Jewish 
money and Jewish labor poured Into the 
Holy City to aid in the work. 

But scarcely had they commenced to 
clear tbe site for the foundations of the 
new temple, when flames of fire, accompa- 
nied by loud explosions, burst forth from 
the long-closed subterranean chambers. 
From what cause the fire proceeded, one 
cannot at this distance of time exactly 
decide; but it was probably from the foul 
gases and " fire-damp " that had accumu- 
lated in those subterranean vaults, even 
if, as has been suggested, human malice 
did not produce, or at least accelerate, the 
disaster. The opponents of the Jews lost 
no time in turning the catastrophe to their 
own advantage. The flames were attrib- 
uted to themanifestdlspleasure of Heaves 
at the projected violation of its decrees, 
and the circumstance was related with 
exa^erated details and supernatural em- 
I)ellishment8. 

The Mesopotamlan Jews dlsapnointed 
Julian's hopes, and remained faithful to 
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their Persian masters, and the Apostate 
himself perished in one of the citiea which 
they had deserted at his approach, and to 
which his own soldiers had set fire. 

Thepolicy of Jovian, Juhan's successor, 
was directed towards undoing all that the 
hUter had done, and was consequeutly 
oppressive to the Jews; but it was too 
short to make any sensible difference in 
their condition. Valentinian, an exces- 
sively tolerant prince, restored all their 
former rights, and Valena, the next em- 
peror, confirmed tliem in the enjoyment 
of all their privileges, save exemption 
from the public services. 

Under Gratlan, Theodosius, and Arca- 
dlus, they enjoyed the protection of the 
ttirone, being recognized as useful and 
loyal subjects. Some Christians having 
set fire to a syn^ogue, Theodosius the 
Great commanded them to rebuild it, and 
chained the Bishop of Callnicum, in Osi^ 
hoene, to carry out the work. Thereupon 
Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, broke out into 
fiery invective against the too tolerant 
emperor, and induced him to revoke the 
edict. Later in liis reign the emperor re- 



diet, the ChriBtians of those coantries 

rose against them, burned their houses 
and synagogues, and put many of their 
phief men to death. Again the emperor- 
Interfered, prohibiting the Jews from in- 
sulting the Christian religion, and forbid- 
ding the Christians to bum the synagogues 
or otherwise molest the Jews. 

In Syria the animosity between the two 
sects was as violent and open as ever. At 
Immestar, between Chalcis and Antloch 
a young Christian was crucified by some 
drunkeu Jews. The offenders received 
condign punishment from the Boman 
authorities; but this did not satisfy the 
Christians, who shortly after pillaged a 
syni^ogue at Antloch. Theodosius ordered 
the cle[^ to make restitution, but was 
Induced to overlook this flagrant violation 
of law and justice at the intercession of 
the celebrat«d St. Simeon Sty lites. 

This man spent thirty years on the 
top of a column seventy feet high, and 
the Influence which he acquired over the 
vulgar mind by this jogl-tike performance 
was enormoHH, and extended to the em- 
peror himself. The revocation of the em- 
peror's decree encour- 
aged the Christians of the 
neighboring provinces to 
commit new atrocities 
against the Jews. 

In the meantime, dis- 
turbances in connection 
with the Jews were 
going on in various parts 
of the empire. In Alei- 
- andria the Jews had at- 
' talned to considerable 
, wealth and influence; 
but conflicts between 
s them and the Christian 
. population were of fre- 

, Cyril, a Christian 
:' bishop, threatened the 



9 with exemplary 

Sunishment,and after a 
-ee fight, forced them 



enacted laws which secured perfect free- 
dom and toleration to his Jewish subjects. 
Under Theodosius II. the Jews began to 
manifest a spirit of intelerance and crime; 
and at a feast of Purim, when it was cus- 
tomary to affix an effigy of Haman to a 
gallows, they substituted for this part of 
the ceremony a crucified figure, which 
they burnt with the usual imprecations. 
The emperor prohibited this wanton insult 
to his religion; but the Jews of Dacia and 
Macedonia having disregarded the inter- 



leave the city, and 
jiuiidered their goods. 
Jrestes, the Boman pre- 
ect, took umbrage at this 
iBurpation of hia 
I u t h o r i t y , and sided 
with the Jews; whereupon Cyril, sup- 
ported by armed monks from the Nitreim 
desert, openly defied and insulted the pre- 
fect, who even received a blow on the head 
from one Ammonius. The populace, how- 
ever, rose in his defence, and Ammonius 
was put to deah. 

In the island of Miniirca the Jews bad, 
under the just and clement rule of Hono- 
rlus, risen to great importance. The 
Bishop, Severus, longed te reverse this 
state of things; he accordingly attempted 
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their conversion, and used such cogent 
methods that the Jews found it better, on 
the whole, to submit to baptism. 

In Crete the conversion of a large num- 
ber of Jews was likewise achieved. The 
circumstances are curious. One Moses, 
an impostor, persuaded his compatriots 
that he could restore them to their native 
land, and that the sea itself would open to 
give them passage. An immense crowd 
followed him to the searshore, and at his 
command the foremost precipitated them- 
selves into the waves. In the confusion 
that followed, the impostor managed to 
escape, and those whom the efforts of 
Christian sailors had rescued from the 
waves, either to testify their gratitude to 
their rescuers, or else from very shame, 
consented to be baptized. 

The patriarch of the Jews subsisted 
ui>on a tax levied upon all his western 
co-religionists. As this impost became at 
last very exorbitant in amount, the Jews 
complained to the emperor. He promptly 
removed the cause of dissension by appro- 
priating the tax himself, and the patriarch- 
ate, deprived of its means of subsistence, 
collapsed, and with it the union and 
national existence of the Jews, who were 
afterwards governed by local chiefs of sf^n- 
agogues called primates. 

The latter end of the fifth century wit- 
nessed the eruption of the northern bar- 
barians over the whole of the Western 
empire. Such a political convulsion could 
not fail to involve the Jews in many evils ; 
but in one way they were positively the 
gainers, for the new masters of the empire 
were too much addicted to the arts of war 
to care for commercial pursuits, which 
were accordingly abandoned to the Jews, 
whose immunity from civil services left 
them ample leisure to cultivate them. 

The Vandals left them free to exercise 
their religion, and Theodoric, the Gotiiic 
king of Italy, extended his protection to 
the despised race. 

In the more vigorous days of the Roman 
empire no persecutions were ever employed 
against them on merely religious grounds ; 
but as the empire began to decay t£e power 
of the Church grew stronger, and was un- 
fortunately exercised in violent measures 
against all who differed from the estab- 
lished creed. 

The Byzantine emperors, Justin and 
Justinian, deprived the Jews of all their 
political privileges, and excluded them 
from every office of dignity and emolument, 
the latter regulating their calendar and 
the worship and conduct of their synar 
gogues, and even prescribing the use of 
the Greek instead of the Hebrew script- 
ures. This last law, could it ever have 
been permanenty enforced, would have 
been the deadliest blow of all to the Jew- 
ish religion, for it would have completely 



destroyed the authority of the Rabbis, 
which was inseparably connected with the 
knowledge of the sacred tongue. 

In Africa the emperor, at the request of 
the Council of Carthage, formally inter- 
dicted the exercise of the Jewish religion, 
and converted the synagogues into Chris- 
tian churches. Everywhere throughout 
the empire the Israelites were forbidden to 
bring up their children in the ancestrid 
faith. 

Such tyrannical laws excited a feeling 
of hostility against the government, and 
insurrections of the Jews took place in 
many portions of the empire. In Pales- 
tine one Julian, calling himself as usual 
the Messiah, collected together a great 
crowd of followers, and murdered many 
Christians. Justinian sent troops against 
the insurgents, and routed them with 
some difficulty. About twenty years after- 
wards the Jews of Csssarea also revolted, 
and, laying aside for once their hereditary 
animosity to the Samaritans, entered into 
a league with that people and ravag^ the 
country, slaughtering the Christians and 
destroying their churches. The governor 
himself was assassinated in his p^ace. 

In Italy the Jews, who were then under 
the dominion of the Goths, endeavored to 
aid their brethren in the war against Jus- 
tinian and Belisarius; the latter accord- 
ingly besieged Naples, and although the 
Jews defended one quarter of the town 
with great bravery, the Romans succeeded 
in making themselves masters of the place, 
and slew every Jew irrespective of age or 
sex. 

We must now glance at the state of the 
Jews in the East in the fifth century. It 
was about the year 407, that Rabbi Asche 
commenced his grand compilation, the 
Babylonian Talmud. Like the Jerusalem 
Talmud, this comprises the Mishna of 
Rabbi Judah and the Gemara or comple- 
ment, and is to the present day considered 
as a complete summary of law, doctrine, 
and religious observance. Rabbi Asche 
did not live to complete the work, but left 
the task to his son Huna and two of his 
disciples. A violent persecution against 
the Jews amongst the Persians, instituted 
by the Magians, retarded the work, which 
was not finished until the sixth century. 

It may be well to state, for the sake of 
clearness, that the Talmud of Jerusalem 
is composed of the Mishna of R. Judah 
and the Gemara of R. Jochanan, while 
the Babylonian Talmud contains the 
Mishna of R. Judah and the Gemara of 
R. Asche. 

Another work, probably commenced 
about the sixth century, is the MassoraJh, 
which determines the proper method of 
reading and pronouncing the Holy Script- 
ures. The Jews pretend that this art was 
taught by God himself to Moses on Mount 
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Sinai, and directly handed down by oral 
tradition. 

Kaicobad, who at the beginning of the 
sixth century occupied me throne of 
Persia, decreed that all his subjects should 
embrace the Magian religion. This ordi- 
nance was especially distasteful to the 
Jews, and a certain Rabbi named Meir 
was hardy enough to raise the standard of 
revolt; a number of Jews followed him, 
but the insurrection was speedily put 
down by the Persian monarch, who 
marched upon Zutra, where the Prince of 
the Captivity resided, pillaged the town 
and hanged the potentate, together with 
his tutor, R. Chanma. In the following 
year, a.d. 531, Naushirwan the Just, or 
as he is styled by the European historians, 
Ohosroes the Great, succeeded to the 
throne, and commenced by treating the 
Israelites with greater severity. 

The Jews of Palestine suffered so much 
at the. hands of the Emperor Justinian, 
that the condition of their Babylonian 
brethren looked quite enviable in contrast 
with their own ; they accordingly sent to 
invite the Persian monarch to invade 
Judea, promising to furnish him with a 
contingent of 50,000 men, and holding out 
promise of rich plunder in Jerusalem. 

By the payment of a large sum of money 
Justinian contrived to patch up a peace 
which lasted for seven years, after which 
Naushirwan again invaded Palestine ; but, 
having extended his conquests to Antioch, 
was compelled to retire by the prowess of 
Belisarius, the general of the Roman em- 
peror. In both these incursions the 
Jews, who had been prevented by Justin- 
ian's prompt measures from giving their 
promised aid to the invader, si3fered most 
severely, and on the second retreat of the 
Persians they were abandoned to the ten- 
der mercies of the masters they had en- 
deavored to betray. 

Horrauzd, or Hormisdas, Naushirwan' s 
successor, was more just and merciful to 
his Jewish subjects, and under his reign 
they regained many of their ancient priv- 
ileges, and re-opened their schools. At 
his death, Chosroes II., who is by some 
suspected of the crime of parricide, was 
prevented from ascending the throne by his 
own son Bahram, and the Jews supported 
the usurper in his pretensions. 

When, later on, Chosroes II., with the 
assistance of Maurice, the Emperor of the 
East, regained possession of the throne, 
the Jews had to pay dearly for their im- 
prudence, and many, especially amongst 
those of Antioch, were ruthlessly put to 
death. The persecution was rather a po- 
litical than a religious one, and the Jews 
presently returned to their allegiance. 

An opportunity soon occurred for put- 
ting into execution the long-cherished 
ambitious designs of Persia. Phocas had 



risen against Maurice, murdered him and 
his five sons, and caused himself to be pro- 
claimed Emperor of Byzantium. The 
Jews in Palestine were furious with the 
usurper, and rendered all the assistance 
in their power to Chosroes, who was 
marching onwards to revenge the death 
of his protector and friend. Galilee soon 
yielded to the Persian aims, and Chosroes 
having made himself master of Jeru- 
salem, recompensed his Jewish allies 
by giving up to their fury the persons and 
property of the Christian inhabitants. 

While Chosroes besieged Constantino- 
ple, and all the forces of Syria and Judea 
were withdrawn to defend the capital, the 
Jews of Tyre seized the opportunity to 
concert a plan for the capture of that city, 
and the slaughter of the inhabitants. 
Forewarned in time, the Tyrians defeated 
them, and drove them out with great 
slaughter, not, however, before they had 
burnt a nimiber of Christian diurches in 
the vicinity. 



CHAPTER XII. 

GOTHIC AlO) MOHAMMEDAN DOMINIONS. 

ScABCELY had the world settled down 
into comparative peace after the successive 
revolutions caused by the inroads of the 
Goths and Vandals, than another revolu- 
tion burst forth and spread with lightning- 
like rapidity over the whole of the eastern 
world. 

Mohammed had raised a protest against 
the prevailing idolatry and corruption of 
his people, and the cry " There is no god 
but God " rung through the valleys of the 
Hejjdz. Hitherto the Arab tribes had 
been divided into small communities, dis- 
tracted by petty jealousies, and wasting 
their rude strength and warlike energies 
on border raids and cattle-lifting excur- 
sions. The eloquent enthusiast with his 
striking doctrine struck a new chord in 
their hearts, and a small number rallied 
round his standard, to fight, not for tem- 
porary possession of coveted ground, nor 
revenge, but for an idea, for a conviction. 

Small successes begot confidence and 
increased conviction ; and the little band 
fought more fiercely, more enthusiastically 
than before. And then began to dawn 
upon them a great truth, — they were a 
nation ; they began to feel their own gigan- 
tic strength, and they recognized the fact 
that disunion and anarchy had alone pre- 
vented that strength from displaying itself 
before. Mohammed was just such arally- 
ing-point as they needed. He himself was 
an Arab of the Arabs, and knew how to 
make his new doctrine agreeable to them, 
by clothing it in a purely Arab dress, and 
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by stating it to be a simple reversion to 
the primary order of things. 

His religion he declared to be that of 
Abraham, the father of the Semitic race, 
and he accordingly looked for support and 
credence from that kindred branch of 
Abraham's stock, the Jews. Of these, 
Jarge numbers had settled in Arabia, and 
had acquired considerable influence and 
power. 

Longing for a restoration of their for- 
mer glory, it is not strange that the Jews 
were at first dazzled by Mohammed's pro- 
posals ; for at the opening of his mission a 
^ood understanding existed between the 
prophet and the Jews, several of their 
learned men even assisting him in the lit- 
•erary part of his undertaking. But both 
parties were deceived. Mohammed fought, 
perhaps unconsciously, not for the advance- 
ment of the Semitic race, or the faith of 
Abraham, but for the unity and aggran- 
dizement of the Arabs. With this the 
Jews could never sympathize; as well 
might Isaac and Ishmael go hand in 
hand. 

Finding that his offers and pretensions 
were refused, Mohammed turned upon 
the Jews and persecuted them with great 
rancor. 

The Jewish tribe of Kainoka at Medina 
were the first summoned to profess the 
jiew faith, or submit to death. Though 
unaccustomed to the use of arms, they 
made a brave resistance for fifteen days, 
but were at last beaten, plundered, and 
driven to seek an asylum in Syria. Other 
tribes presently shared the same fate, and 
Judaism ceased to exist in Arabia Proper, 
although traces of a Jewish origin may 
still be noted in certain of the Bedawi 
tribes, particularly in the neighborhood of 
Kheibar, the last stronghold of which 
Mohammed dispossessed them. 

Under the caliphs, or immediate suc- 
cessors of Mohammed, the conquests of 
Islam spread far and wide in an incredibly 
brief time, and Omar, the second after the 
prophet, during his short reign of ten 
years subdued the whole of Arabia, Syria, 
Mesopotamia and Egypt. 

The Jews in these countries had little 
cause to lament the change of masters, for 
although kept in an inferior position, they 
by no means suffered such active persecu- 
tion as under Christian rule. A Moham- 
medan mosque rose, it is true, upon the 
sacred summit of Mount Moriah, but even 
lliat was preferable to the insult which the 
Christians had heaped upon the holy site. 

In Persia they were gainers by the 
change, for while Yezdegird, the last na- 
tive kin^, had instituted a bloody persecu- 
tion agamst them, and had shut up their 
schools, and given over their synagogues 
to the Magians, the caliphs allowed them 



freely to exercise their religion on the pay- 
ment of a simple tribute. 

The Emperor Heraclius persecuted the 
Jews with unusual animosity. Before 
Jerusalem was wrested from him by Omar 
he had already expelled the Jews from 
that city, and the Mohammedan conquest 
did not increase his goodwill towards 
them, as they hailed the downfall of the 
Christian power with joy, and doubtless 
lent a willing hand to the iconoclastic 
Moslems in despoiling Christian churches. 

In the eighth, and part of the ninth 
centuries the Oriental Jews, although 
disturbed by the dissensions which con- 
tinually arose amongst their Moham- 
medan conquerers, yet enjoyed perfect civil 
and religious liberty under the early 
caliphs. 

During the reigns of Omar and Abd- 
el-Melik, a Jew had charge of the impor- 
tant trust of the coinage. In the reign of 
El Mansiir, the second of the Abbasside 
dynasty and the founder of the city of 
Bagdad, the Jews enjoyed great prosper- 
ity, and many of their rabbis rose to a 
high position at the court of these caliphs, 
where learning was always welcomed and 
rewarded. El Mansiir entrusted the Jews 
in his dominions with the office of collect- 
ing the heavy fines which he levied upon 
all Christians. 

Under the caliphs the Jewish schools of 
Siira and Pumbeditha were in their most 
flourishing condition, and the Princes of 
the Captivity regained something like 
their former state, and were recognized as 
the legitimate representatives of the Jew- 
ish people in all intercourse with the gov- 
ernment. 

El Mehdi, the successor of El Mansiir, 
forced the Jews either to embrace Moham- 
medanism or to wear a distinctive dress. 

In his reign Hakin, surnamed El Mo- 
kanna, " the veiled," appeared in *'Kho- 
rassan, and by pretended miracles drew 
after him many followers. 

Harun-er-Rashid, the next caliph, is 
familiar as the hero of many tales in the 
"Arabian Nights," and as the ally of 
Charlemagne. This prince was a great 
patron of letters, and particularly favored 
the Jews, one of whom, named Isaac, 
was actually chosen ambassador to the 
court of France. 

El Mamiin was the greatest patron of 
literature and learning amongst the 
Mohammedan sovereigns. Under his au- 
spices all the principal Hebrew works were 
translated into Arabic. During his reign 
the famous Jewish imposter Musa ap- 
peared, claiming to be the great Hebrew 
legislator himself risen from the dead. 

El Wathik billdh showed himself less 
tolerant than his predecessors, and humil- 
iated the Jews by certain degrading regu- 
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latloDS, as, for instance, that they should 
wear a leathern girdle, and not be allowed 
to ride upoii horses, but only npon asses 
or mules. 

Bl Mutawakkll, brother and successor 
of El Wathik, imposed upon them even 
more ignominious conditions, many of 
which have not been remoyed, even to the 
present day. 

The successors of El Mutawakkil con- 
tinued to treat their Hebrew subjects with 
the same harshness and contempt until 
Ahmed Ibn Tiiliin, governor of Egypt, 



of the world, espe- 
cially in Poland and the east of Europe. 

Jewish writers tell a strange story of 
the rise of a. Jewish kingdom on the west 
of the Caspian Sea during the eighth cen- 
tury. The name of the country was Kho- 
zar, and was inhabited by a Turkoman 
tribe, which, having exchanged nomadic 
life for agriculture and commerce, had 
attained to considerable importance. One 
of the kings, Bulan, became a convert 
from heathenism to Judaism, and his 
dynasty la-led for two centuries and n 



revolted in the year 868, and gave the 
deUih-blow to the 'Abbasside dynasty, al- 
ready weakened by defections in other 
parts of the empire. But, with the excep- 
tion of such vexatious enactments as those 
of the later 'Abbasside caliphs, the Jews 
enjoyed unexampled prosperity under the 
rule of their Mohammedan masters. The 
effects of this long interval of peace and 
security soon began to show itself in the 
expansion of their minds and their greater 
freedom and inquiry. Talmudical decis- 
ions and Rabbinical authority began to be 
called in question, and the sect of Carailes, 
Who reject all but the Law of Moses pure 
and simple, began to assume formidable 
dimensions; they have been aptly called 
the Protestants of Judaism. 

The Canutes ultimately settled at Jeru- 
aalem, where a flourishing community of 
them exists at the present day; branches 
of the same sect are almi widely spread 



half. The whole qnestion is, however, 
involved in considerable obscurity, and 
many writers doubt even the existence of 
the kingdom. 

Several of the popes of Borne showed a 
toleration towards the Jews strangely in 
contrast with the biguCed violence of the 
secular sovereigns contemporary with 
them. Pope Gregory the Great is a nota- 
ble Instance, and diough he earnestly 
sought after their conversion, he used 
legitimate measures. 

In Sicily he ordained that such Jews as 
would consent to receive baptism should 
l>e excused a third of their imposts; and 
he everywhere exhorted the clei^ to seek 
to win them by the exercise of those vir- 
tues which the blessed Saviour had incul- 
cated. He even reprimanded the Bishop 
of Terrclna for having interfered with 
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Against one practice he firmly set his 
face, the holding of Christian slaves by 
Jewish masters. The laws against this 
nefarious traffic he put in force with great 
vigor, and decreed that all Jewish slaves 
who embraced Christianity should become 
free. 

At the period which we are now discuss- 
ing, an immense colony of Jews existed in 
the Spanish peninsula, the origin of which 
is involved in obscurity. Jewish writers 
pretend to trace it back io the reign of 
King Solomon, and profess to have dis- 
covered at Seguntum, in the fifteenth cen- 
tury a sepulchre with this inscription in 
the Hebre\^ language and characters: 
" The Sepulchre of Adoniram, the servant 
of King Solomon, who came hither to col- 
lect the tribute (I Kings, iv. 6, v. 13). 

Recared, the first Gothic king, found 
them a prosperous and wealthy com- 
munitv, and he did all in his power to 
humiliate and ruin them. They were for- 
bidden to exercise the distinctive rites of 
their religion, and were declared incapable 
of bearing witness against Christians. 
The last measure was equivalent to giving 
a general license to maltreat and pillage 
them. These laws did not at first come 
into active operation, the Jews having 
bribed the king largely to suspend them. 

Sisebut, the fourth king after Recared, 
sternly enforced them, and added other 
and more grievous clauses. Without con- 
sulting the bishops, and even in spite of 
their remonstrances, he commenced a 
fiery persecution against the Jews, impris- 
oning their chief men and confiscating the 
{•roperty of all who refused to be baptized, 
t is said that the Spanish king was insti- 
fated to this barbarous conduct by the 
Smperor Heraclius, to whom it had been 
predicted that his empire should fall by the 
hands of the circumcised, and who, being 
ignorant of the Mohammedan movement 
which was shortly to fulfil the prophecy, 
cherished an unrelenting severity against 
all t^e Hebrew race. The Jews attempted 
to remonstrate with the sovereign. 

Upon this, Sisebut threw • them into 
prison. It is said that 90,000 persons con- 
sented to become nominal Christians to 
save their lives and property, while others 
made their escape into France and Africa, 
in the former of which countries they 
were promptly robbed, tortured and mur- 
dered. 

The Spanish clergy strongly disapproved 
of these harsh and brutal measures, and 
Isador, Bishop of Seville, and President 
of the Fourth Council of Toledo, declared 
such laws to be contrary to the true spirit 
of Christianity. After reprobating forced 
conversion the council somewhat illogic- 
ally ordained that all those whom perse- 
cution had compelled to become Christians 



should be kept to the profession of their 
new religion. 

Suintila renewed the persecution, and 
in order to bring the clergy over to his 
views and obtain their co-operation, he 
convened the Sixth Council of Toledo. 
The worthy ecclesiastics praised the zeal 
of Suintila and prescribed a form of oath 
by which every king on his accession 
bound himself, under pain of anathema, 
to execute the laws against the Jews. The 
successive sovereigns of Spain obeyed this 
edict only too well, and a new decree of the 
Yisi-Goth kings gave still further effect to 
the laws by pronouncing corporal punish- 
ment, banishment, and confiscation of 
property, against all Jews who refused 
to embrace the Christian faith. Former 
laws had imposed the penalty of death, 
and this very severity had frustrated their 
aims. 

A succession of such enactments reduced 
the Hebrews almost to desperation, and 
there is probably some truth in the accu- 
sation that they had entered into treason- 
able correspondence with the Saracens, 
whose army was already appearing on the 
opposite coast of Africa. 

The rumor easily obtained credence, 
and a law was hastily passed exceeding 
even the previous ones in severity. The 
Hebrews were to be seized, sold into slav- 
ery, and distributed throughout the coun- 
try ; all property owned by Jews was to be 
confiscated, and all the children under 
seven years of age were to be taken from 
their parents and brought up as Christians. 
This acted like the proverbial 'Mast 
feather'' on the camel's back, and the 
Jews took flight en masse. 

Wittiza, the next king, attempted to 
conciliate the much-wronged Hebrews, 
and to the astonishment andf annoyance of 
the Roman clergy, compelled a Council at 
Toledo, with an archbishop at its head, 
to sanction his new laws, restoring the 
rights of citizenship to the Jews. But the 
act came too late. The Saracens, at once 
the protectors and avengers of the children 
of Israel, were at the door; how it fared 
with the latter under the Mohammedan 
dominion in Spain we shall narrate in a 
subsequent chapter. 

In France the state of the Jews was lit- 
tle better than in Spain, and from the very 
commencement of the kingdom laws and 
edicts had been framed against them. In 
A. D. .540 Childebert prohibited them from 
appearing in tlie streets of Paris during 
the season of Lent, and the Council of 
Orleans about the same time promulgated 
a similar edict. 

Languedoc was the province in which 
the Israelites were most numerous and 
most prosperous, and Ferreol, Bishop of 
Uz^s, was deprived of his diocese for at- 
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tempting to convert them by fair and 
^conciliatory means. On being restored 
some years later the bishop determined to 
avoid such an unpopular course, and drove 
every Jew out of his diocese. 

Avitus, Bishop of Clermont, made great 
efforts for the conversion of the Jews, and 
succeeded in obtaining numerous prose- 
lytes. One of these being publicly insulted 
by a member of his own race, the populace 
were so exasperated that, although the 
bishop prevented the offender from being 
murdered on the spot, he could not restrain 
the mob from demolishing the synagogue ; 
so high did popular feeling run that the 
great mass of Jews submitted to baptism 
rather than incur the fate that threatened 
them. 

Chilperic, "the Nero of France," was a 
man of detestable character, and also a 
would-be theologian. Having in vain en- 
deavored to convince a Jew by argument 
of the error of his ways, his majesty threw 
his opponent into prison, where he was 
barbarously murdered. 

This was the signal for a fierce persecu- 
tion, by which many promising converts 
were added to the church. 

Dagobert was a monarch of even more 
atrocious character than his predecessor, 
and sought to atone for his misdeeds by the 
persecution of the Jews ; then, perhaps, a 
ready passport to clerical favor and plenary 
indulgence. 

All Jews were commanded to renounce 
their religion or quit the kingdom, but 
their frequent appearance in the subse- 
quent history of France shows that the 
edict was never rigidly enforced. 

Wamba, king of the Goths, issued a de- 
cree of banishment against all Jews in 
the province of Languedoc, which he gov- 
erned. Strange to say, a certain abbot 
named Raymire joined with the court of 
Toulouse, and took up arms in opposition. 
The king sent an army under Count Paul, 
his favorite, to suppress the rebellion, but 
the general joined his forces with those of 
the insurgents, took Narbonne, and caused 
himself to be crowned king. Not long 
afterwards he was defeated and condemned 
to death, and the king, Wamba, revenged 
himself by persecuting the Jews with bit- 
ter animosity, and driving them forth 
from his kingdom. 

Notwithstanding these calamities, the 
Jewish academy at Lunel continued to 
flourish during the seventh century, and 
subsequently acquired great celebrity. 

In the eighth century the Western Em- 
pire was the theatre of a civil war, caused 
by the dissensions of two opposing parties 
in the Church, the Iconoclasts and the 
worshipers of images. The Jews were 
suspected of instigating the quarrel, and 
Leo the Isaurian, the Greek emperor, pun- 
ished them by compelling them to sub- 



scribe to all the formularies and ceremo- 
nies of the Church. When the Iconoclast 
party ultimately triumphed, the Jews 
were forced not only to renew tiieir obli- 
gations of outward conformity, but to call 
down upon themselves awful curses if they 
secretly profaned any of the holy Christian 
rites. 

Leo's successor, Nicephorus, relaxed 
these severities and refrained from molest- 
ing the Jews. Michael, the next emperor, 
whose creed was of an extremely eclectic 
character, showed himself especially favor- 
able to his Jewish subjects. 

In Italy and Spain the Jews fared badly 
during the eighth and ninth centuries. 
About 724 their troubles were increased 
by their own credulity in following one 
Serenus, who proclaimed himself the 
Messiah, to Palestine, to share with him 
the kingdom of the Holy Land. 

Those who lived to return to Spain 
found that the Christians had taken pos- 
session of all the property which they had 
left behind. 

Languedoc as well as part of Spain was 
in the power of the Yisi-Goths ; but the 
greater portion of Spain had been invaded 
and subjugated by the Saracens. The 
Arabs now began to make frequent incur- 
sions into Languedoc, and on one occa- 
sion, traversing Narbonne, they penetrated 
as far as Lyons, devastating the country 
on their march. 

It was said that the Jews had invoked 
the aid of the Mohammedans to destroy 
the Christian power. Whether these accu- 
sations were true or not, they served as a 
pretext for persecution, and Charlemagne's 
first act, after having reconquered Tou- 
louse, and driven the Moslems from 
French territory, was to inflict grievous 
punishment upon his Jewish subjects. 
He at first threatened extermination, but 
he appears to have been content with exe- 
cuting some of their head men, and mak- 
ing the others submit to a degrading cere- 
mony, namely, a slap on the face three 
times a-year at the hands of the bishop, 
and obliging them to pay each three 
pounds of wax a-year towards lighting the 
church. 

Subsequently, Charlemagne seems to 
have treated the Jews with greater lenity, 
and when they openly boasted of purchas- 
ing the sacred ecclesiastical vessels from 
the bishop and abbots, it was upon the 
corrupt clergy, and not upon these Jewish 
dealers, that the king's wrath fell. 

Louis D^bonnaire openly favored the 
Jews, allowed them to build synagogues, 
and granted them many other privileges. 
This was due in a great measure to the 
influence which Zedekiah, a Hebrew phy- 
sician, had obtained over the sovereign. 
The favor which they thus enjoyed 
aroused the jealousy of the Christians, 
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:and Agobard, Bishop of Lyons, endeav- 
ored to counteract the effect of royal pro- 
tection by the thunders of ecclesiastical 
denunciation. The Jews were forbidden 
not only to purchase Christian slaves, but 
also to engage in any traffic on Sundays 

and fast days. 

The Hebrews complained to the king, 
and were immediately reinstated in all 
their rights and privileges. In vain did 
the bishop protest, and even appear m per- 
son before the monarch. To such extra- 
ordinary credit had the Jews risen in the 
reign of this monarch that many Chris- 
tians kept the Jewish Sabbath, and fre- 
quented the synagogues, perferring the 
sermons of the rabbis to those of their own 
ignorant monks ; it is even asserted that a 
deacon named Paudo left the Christian 
Church to officiate in the synagogue. 

Under Charles the Bald, the Jewish 
influence began to wane, and a certain 
French bishop, named Remy, ordered the 
clergy of his diocese to preach every Satur- 
day in the Jewish synagogues. An appeal 
to the king provoked an edict to extend 
this practice over the whole of the king- 
dom, and the conversion of many Hebrew 
<!hildren was the result. Not long after 
this the king died. Zedekiah was accused 
of having poisoned him ; the others were 
suspected of complicity in the plot, and a- 
pretext was thus afforded for new persecu- 
tions. 

No public misfortune or reverse could 
ever happen without the Jews being, of 
■course, at the bottom of it ; accordingly, 
when the Normans began to make incur- 
sions into the French territory, and Bor- 
deaux and other places fell into their 
hands, the Jews were accused of having 
betrayed the towns into the hands of the 
«nemy, and Charlemagne's edict was once 
more put in force. The syndic or chief 
magistrate, however, received the blow in 
the name of all his compatriots. In the 
provinces they were subjected to still 
greater indignities by the fanatical popu- 
lace, and at Beziers, in Languedoc, it was 
a common amusement to stone the Jews 
by way of celebrating the Easter festivi- 
ties. They were ultimately freed from 
these outrages on payment of a tax to the 
bishop. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THE MIDDLE AGES. 

While the Western world was involved 
in the darkness of ignorance and super- 
stition, literature, learning and philosophy 
were cultivated in the East, and munifi- 
cently patronized by the Mohammedan 
caliphs. That the Jewish schools were in 



the foremost rank, and were especially 
successful in the sciences, is proved by the 
many valuable Hebrew treatises which 
have come down to us. Intellectual su- 
premacy naturally provoked impatience of 
political servitude; but their efforts at 
emancipation were less successful. 

One of the Princes of the Captivity, 
named David, contrived to free his coun- 
trymen from the tribute which they paid 
to the caliphs. But his motives were soon 
apparent; he desired himself to exercise 
that despotic authority. Constant quar- 
rels between himself and the heads of the 
schools were the result, and the Jewish 
community, divided against itself, sus- 
tained many and serious evils. 

In the year 1037 the celebrated Rabbi 
Sherira died at Pherutz Schibbur. He 
was the founder of a new school in that 
town, had been elected Prince of the Cap- 
tivity, and enjoyed such a reputation for 
wisdom and learning that Hebrews from 
all quarters of the world came to consult 
him, and bestowed upon him the proud 
title of *Uhe most excellent of all excellent 
ones." 

At the commencement of the eleventh 
century, the Fatemite Caliph El Hakem 
bi amr Illah came to the throne of Egypt. 
This prince, who at the time of his acces- 
sion was a mere child, reigned for twenty- 
five years, during which he perpetrated 
more follies, atrocities, and blasphemies 
than any other man in the history of the 
world. He founded the Syrian sect of the 
Druses, who still worship him as a god. 
The Jews were especial objects of his mad 
and vindictive caprice: "He ordered that 
they should wear blue robes, and Chris- 
tians black, and that both should wear 
black turbans. Christians, moreover, were 
at first ordered to wear wooden stirrups, 
with crosses round their necks, while the 
Jews were compelled to carry round pieces 
of wood, to signify the head of the golden 
calf which they had worshiped in the 
desert.'* 

The accession of the Sultan Jelal ed 
Dauleh to the caliphate, under the name 
of El Kdim bi amr Illah, was a black day 
to the Jews. Other caliphs of the house 
of * Abbas had favored the Hebrew race; 
this prince resolved upon exterminating 
them altogether. With this design he shut 
up the schools, banished the professors, 
and put to death the Prime of the Captiv- 
ity. Many historians date from this time 
the extinction of that office; but Benjamin 
of Tudela, a Jewish pilgrim of the twelfth 
century, found in Persia one of these 
chiefs, who boasted his descent from the 
prophet Samuel. This proves the fallacy 
of the Jewish assertion that all the Princes 
of the Captivity were of the lineage of 
David. As we do not meet with the 
Princes of the Captivity in history after 
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the eleventh centurv, we may conclude 
that their authority had become extinct, 
and that the empty title alone remained. 
The Jews thua expelled from the East 

Sssed through Africa to Spain, whure the 
ohamtnedan calipha who owed their con- 
quest of the Spanish peninsula to Jewish 
influence gave them a cordial reception; 
hatred of uie Christian formed also acom- 
mon bond of unity between the two peo- 
ples, and the period of the Mohammedan 



dominion in Spain forms the brightest 
epoch in later Jewish history. 

As many of their learned men attained 
to great favor at the court of the Saracen 
monarchs, the Jewish literature of these 
times presents a more flourishing aspect 
than ever before. It was now breaking 
through the trammels of tradition and 
venturing into the wide fields of general 
literature. For the first time, too, the 
Jews began to employ a language other 
than Hebrew in their writings, and Arabic 
became the medium of expression. 

But although they made this great 
progress in general literature, the Talmud 
was practically so little known that the 
Spanish schools were compelled to send to 
the Babylonian academies to decide diffl- 
cnlt points of controversy. To remedy 



this, and possibly to gratify his own carl- 
oslty, El Hakem, one of the Mohammedan 
sultans of Cordova, caused a transl^on 
to be made into Arabic of the entire Tal- 

When the Spanish kingdom was torn h^ 
wars and revolutions. Rabbi Samuel Levi, 
secretary and prime minister of the king 
of Granada, became prince of his nation, 
and by his infiueuce and talents raised it 
to uii almost unexampled piteh of prosper- 
ity. At his death he was suc- 
ceeded by his son, who was 
proud and overbearing; these 

Juaiities brought upon him the 
etestation of all his compa- 
triots. 

The prosperity of the Hebrews 
in Spain received about the 
middle of the eleventh century 
a rude shock. One of their 
moat learned Kabbis conceived 
the mad scheme of converting 
all the Mohammedans to Juda- 
ism, by means of the Arabic 
version of the Talmud. The 
slumbering fanaticism of the' 
Moslem monarch was aroused; 
Rabbi Joseph Hallevi, the well- 
meaning but misguided rabbi,, 
was seized and put to death, 
and a violent persecution of the 
whole community followed, to 
, which 100,00(1 families are said 
'. to have fallen victims. Hap- 
pily El Hakem' s successors upon 
the throne of Granada did not 
follow his bloody example. 

Under Ferdinand, the Jews 
had an escape even narrower 
than that experienced at Gra- 
nada. This prince was prepar- 
ing to make war upon the Sara- 
cens, and conceiving that heaven 
might be propitiated by a perse- 
cution of the Israelites, would 
have driven them out of his own 
dominions, but that the Pope, 
Alexander II., interiMsed and dissuaded 
the kii^ from carrying out his unjust 
measure. Alfonso, F^inand's succes- 
sor, alarmed at Ihe increasing power of 
the Saracens, endeavored to gain the Jews 
The Pope, Gregory, 
kinglt-^'-'"^--^ 

. of Chr 

a Spanish king laughed at the thun- 
ders of the Church. 

Pedro I., grandson of Alfonso, although 
constantly instigated against the Jews by 
Nicholas of Valentia, refused to appease 
ecclesiastical rancor with the blood of 
peaceful citizens. The crusades, however, 
made Pedro's clemency of little avail, and 
thousands of Jews were massacred In 
every part of Sp^n by the furious soldiers, 
of ijie Cross. 



remonstrated with the king for his indul- 
gence to the enemies of Christ, but for 
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But in spite of all these troubles and 
persecutions, the schools of Spain produced 
many learned men during the 11th century, 
eminent alike for literature and science. 

About the end of the 11th century, St. 
Ladislas, king of Hungary, prohibited 
the Jews from marrying Christian women 
or purchasing Christian slaves ; Coloman, 
his successor, renewed this edict, but still 
permitted them the privilege of purchas- 
ing and cultivating the land under the 
jurisdiction of a bishop. 

In Germany they had risen to a most 
flourishing condition, and had s3magogues 
in all the principal towns, especially in 
Treves, Cologne, Metz and Frankfort. In 
Bohemia, too, they were well received by 
the people. In the Provinces they did not 
fare so well, and a certain priest named 
Godeschal, or Gotschalk, inspired by the 
success of Peter the Hermit, preached a 
crusade on his own account against the 
Jews at home. Many of the princes con- 
nived at the doings of the imposter and 
of the 15,000 ruffians who followed him. 

King Coloman of Hungary, whose do- 
iftinions they had invaded, discovering that 
their pillaging and other atrocities was not 
confined to the Jews alone, very justly 
attacked them. Meeting with a rebuff, 
the Hungarian king had recourse to guile, 
and having induced them to lay down 
their arms, he slaughtered them. 

The crusading army was little superior 
to the followers of Gotschalk, either in 
discipline or humanity, and on their way 
through Europe they ruthlessly slaugh- 
tered all the ** enemies of Christ" whom 
they encountered. It is estimated that no 
less than 12,000 Jews perished in Holland 
alone. To the credit of human nature it 
must be confessed that the wretched chil- 
dren of Israel found some to help them in 
this time of need, and the venerable prel- 
ates of Mayence and Spires did not shrink 
from raising their voices against the ex- 
cesses committed in the name of Christ, 
and even afforded the sufferers an asylum 
in their own episcopal palaces. 

After a siege of five weeks the Crusaders 
took Jerusalem by assault, and at once com- 
menced an indiscriminate slaughter of the 
inhabitants. 

The second crusade under the Emperor 
Conrad and Louis VII., king of France, 
promised results similar to those of the 
first expedition, for the hermit Kodolph 
was traversing the Rhenish provinces and 
urging the German princes to exterminate 
all who did not profess the Christian 
faith. As other preachers took up the 
same cry, the Jews in terror fled to Nurem- 
bei^ and other towns, where the emperor 
accorded them a favorable reception. The 
excellent St. Bernard and other prelates 
warmly denounced the intolerance of the 
hermit, and used strenuous and successful 



efforts to save the Jews from the danger 
which threatened them. 

But the fury which the crusades had 
inspired was not confined to the line of 
the Crusaders'march ; everywhere through- 
out Europe the people raged and clamored 
for the blood of the **deicides," and 
swore that the name of Israel should be 
wiped out of the book of human remem- 
brance. 

Benjamin of Tudela, a learned Jew who 
visited various countries in the twelfth 
century, to ascertain the condition of ^ his- 
compatriots throughout the world, gives 
some very interesting details of their con- 
dition in the East, although we must make 
some allowance for exaggeration in the 
author's avowed object of glorifying the 
Hebrew nation. Throughout the East he 
found his brethren flourishing and happy, 
exercising their religion without hin- 
drance, and possessing many beautiful syn- 
agogues. 

At Bassora alone, one of the islands on 
the Tigris, there were 4,000 Hebrew in- 
habitants ; and at Mosul, on the site of the 
ancient Nineveh, there were 7,000. In 
the latter town resided Zaccheus, Prince 
of the Captivity, and a Jewish astronomer 
named Beren Al Pheres, who was chaplain 
to the Mussulman king, Zein ed Din. The 
famous schools of Pumbeditha, Sora, and 
Nahardea, were still in existence, although 
they had lost much of their ancient splen- 
dor and importance. Pumbeditha con- 
tained only a few learned rabbis, with 
some 2,000 students devoted, for the most 
part, to the study of the law. Sora had 
dwindled down to the condition of a small 
academy, and Nahardea was remarkable 
only for a synagogue built of stones 
brought from Jerusalem. 

The Mohammedan court of Spain had 
attracted so many of the learned Jews to 
the West, that the Babylonian academies 
naturally began to decline. But, although 
the rabbis were so few in Asia, the Jewish 
community itself was large. At Baghdad 
our traveller found about a thousand Jews 
and twenty-eight synagogues ; their affairs 
being directed by ten tribimals, each un- 
der the presidency of a Jewish noble. 
These chiefs, however, all obeyed the 
Prince of the Captivity, about whose pomp 
and importance Benjamin gives some 
curious details. 

In the neighborhood of the ancient 
Babylon the Jews were very numerous, 
and a little further eastward still, on the 
banks of the river Chobar, he found no 
less than sixty synagogues ; here, too, he 
saw the tomb of the prophet Ezekiel, 
which both Jews and Persians regarded 
with veneration. 

In Egypt the Jews were very numerous, 
and Benjamin counted 30,000 in one town 
on the Ethiopian frontier. The chiefs of 
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all the Egyptian synagogues resided at 
Cairo, where they watched over the inter- 
ests of their nation. 

In the Holy Land itself they were not 
in so flourishing a state. At Tyre ahout 
400 Jews resided, who were nearly all em- 
ployed in glass works, and in Jerusalem 
itself there were not more than 200. In 
the other towns of Palestine they were 
equally poorly represented; hut in Upper 
Galilee he found a larger number. After 
Uie destruction of Jerusalem many had 
sought refuge in that province, where they 
founded the famous school of Tiberias. 

The Samaritans at the time of Benja- 
min's visit had abandoned their ancient 
capital ; about 200 had retired to Csesarea, 
and 100 were residing at Sichem (Nablous). 
Here they scrupulously observed all their 
feasts, and offered sacrifice upon Mount 
Gerizim. Nablous has ever since remained 
the seat of the Samaritan religion, and a 
small community of that people remains 
there to the present day. The sacrifices 
upon Gerizim had fallen into abeyance 
for some centuries, but they were resumed 
a few years ago as a commercial specula- 
tion to attract tourists. 

In Greece they were neither numerous 
nor wealthy, but lived in comparative 
tranquillity. At Constantinople, the Em- 
peror Theodosius had granted them the 
suburbs of Galata and Pera, where some 
2,000 resided. There were also 500 
Caraites in the imperial city, but their 
quarter was divided by a wall from that 
of the other Jews. 

Benjamin next passed through Italy. 
In the republics of Genoa and Pisa the 
Jews were oppressed and kept in subjec- 
tion ; but in the other parts of the country, 
and even in fanatical Rome, they were 
prosperous and wealthy. 

In Germany, with the exception of the 
Rhenish provinces, they had little to com- 
plain of; and in France, though not numer- 
ous, they were wealthy and possessed 
several important academies. 

The clemency and humanity of St. Ber- 
nard operated very beneficially for the 
Jewish nation, and, owing chiefly to his 
influence, the Pope, Innocent II., treated 
them with great toleration. His successor, 
Alexander III., extended to them the 
same favor and countenance. 

In Spain, during the 12th century, the 
Jews enjoyed considerable privileges. One 
of them, named Joseph, was Prime Min- 
ister to Alphonso VIII. ; he rose to great 
influence at the court of the Spanish mon- 
arch, and surrounded himself with all the 
pomp and equipage of a grandee. He fell 
a victim to ttie treachery of one of his own 
creatures, named Gonzala, who aroused 
the cupidity of the king, and under pre- 
tence of filling the coffers of the state, in- 
duced him to hand over to him six of the 



principal Jews; these the ruflian put to- 
death and confiscated their property. Not 
long afterwards Gx>nzala offered a much 
larger sum for twenty others; but the 
king himself confiscated their property, 
though he was merciful enough to spare 
their lives. At length Gonzala was thrown 
into prison, and the persecution ceased. 

Alphonso had another motive for his 
clemency. He was violently in love with 
a young and beautiful Jewess named 
Rachel, and her people profited by her in- 
fluence over the king's mind. Their pride 
and insolence, however, so exasperated 
the clergy and the court, that Rachel was 
assassinated ; notwithstanding the loss of 
their patroness, the Jews still contrived 
to maintain a considerable power. 

The 12th century produced many emi- 
nent Jewish writers and commentators 
upon the Holy Scriptures; but none at- 
tained to such an eminence as the cele- 
brated Moses Maimonides. He was bom 
at Cordova in the year 1131, of an illus- 
trious Jewish family claiming descent 
from King David. His brilliant talents 
and his intimate and friendly relation^ 
with his master the celebrated Arab phi- 
losopher, Ibn Ruh (Averroes), had aroused 
the jealousy of his co-religionists, and his 
writings, especially the Moreh NevocJdm 
(the guide to those in doubt), raised up for 
him a crowd of antagonists. 

Maimonides also contended that the law 
of Moses, though divine in origin, was 
founded on the universal principles of 
reason and justice. But his crowning 
heresy was that he failed to display the 
usual superstitious respect for the TaJ- 
mud, and the Jewish doctors, with Rabbi 
Solomon of Montpellier at their head, un- 
dertook to defend that recondite and iiicon- 
gruous volume against the daring theo- 
logian. The most obvious weapon to 
employ was personal abuse. This the 
rabbis employed as freely against Maimon- 
ides as the Roman Catholics did against 
Luther. All their abuse, however, could 
not prevent the name of Maimonides from 
being handed down to posterity as one of 
the brightest ornaments of Jewish litera- 
ture. 

The rabbis of Narbonne, led by the 
famous David Eimchi, warmly defended 
Maimonides, who was at length compelled 
to leave Spain and seek refuge in Egypt, 
where he enjoyed the favor of the Sultan 
and established a school. 

In spite of the number of learned men 
which Judaism in the 12th century pro- 
duced, their common folk were still so 
ignorant as to be continually led away by 
imposters and enthusiasts; and pseudo- 
messiahs appeared from time to time in 
various countries, and brought many evils, 
not only on their credulous followers, but 
upon the Hebrew nation at large. One of 
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tbese, an Arab Jew, in 1167, boldly went 
before the sovereign and declared that he 
waa a propliet sent by God. The king 
aaked him to prove his misBion by a sign; 
he at onC6 conaeDled, and requested that 



bis head might be cut oS, assuring his 
inBJeatj that be wuuld Immediately come 
to life again. The king took him at his 
word, but it la needless to add that the 
poor madman never fulfilled his part of 
the contract. 

We pass now to the consideration of the 
state of the Jews in England. It is diffi- 
cult to ascertain the eiact period at which 
they were established in this kingdom; 
but they were already numerous at the 
time of the Norman Conquest. 

A colony of Hebrews from Rouen pur- 

■ chased from William the Conqueror the 

right to settle in Great Britain. In the 

feudal ages the Jews were the most wealthy 

and the best educated of all the secular 



classes. The financial operations of the 
country were entirely in their hands, and 
so completely had they the control of 
commerce, that the very vessels and orna- 
ments of the Christian churches were pur- 
chased from Jewish man- 
ufacturies. 

William Buf ua waa very 
favorable to the Jews, and 
being himself a godless 
man, he encouraged them 
to dispute with the clergy. 
During this reign the Jews 
were a very powerful and 
even aggressive section of 
the community. 

Henry II. also favored 
and protected them, and 
some idea of their wealth 
and influence may be 
formed from the fact, 
that ill the year 1188 the 
parliament assembled at 
North amptoD taxed the 
Jews at £60,00(1 to pro- 
vide for the expenses of 
the war, while the Chris- 
tians of the kingdom were 
altogether only required 
to contribute £70,000. 
It is true that this ttaO" 
' tion may as likely indicate 
the tyranny of the parlia' 
'■ ment as Uie immber or 
, opulence of the Jews, 
r On the accession of 
Richard I., the Jews, 
. anxious to obtain the 
' favor of the new king, 
came from all paria of the 
kingdom to assist at his 
coronation, bringing rich 
presents with them. The 
clergy and the court gave 
out that the Jews had 
formed a conspiracy to be- 
witch the king, and they 
were consequently exclud- 
ed from Westminster 
Abbey at the time of the 
coronation. Some few contrived to slip 
in with the crowd, but being detected 
they took to fiight, and were pursued, and 
some of them slain. 

Immediately tbe report spread that the- 
klng, in honor of his accession, had given 
orders for a massacre of all the Jews. 
Alad with excitement, fanaticism, and 
love of plunder, the mob pursued the 
wretched Jews from house to house, and 
gave themselves up to murder, pillage, 
and themostfrightiulatrocities. Author- 
ity was powerless to quell the disturb- 
ances, and the example of the metropolis 
was soon followed m the ""■■"<!"- » 
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after the king's coronation, but the per- 
secution of the Jews continued for the 
greater part of the year. 

The crusades, in which Richard partic- 
ipated more from love of adventure than 
devotion, revived all the old hatred against 
the Jews. Popular prejudice confoimded 
4dl business transactions under the hateful 
name of usury, and as this branch of 
commerce was exercised entirely by Jews, 
their ill-fame was greatly increased. Be- 
ing thrifty and industrious, in strong con- 
trast to the lazy and luxurious English- 
men, they were soon the creditors or half 
tiie nation. 

Such bein^ the state of feeling between 
the two parties, we can imagine the result, 
when bands of men, fired with fanatic 
enthusiasm, were preparing to set out for 
a distant land, to punish the ** enemies of 
Christ." 

At York, where a large number of the 
Jewish bankers, or usurers, resided, the 
populace began to repeat the scenes of 
violence and bloodshed which had just 
disgraced the metropolis. The Jews, to 
•escape the fury of the mob, sought and 
obtained an asylum in the castle; but 
suspecting the good faith of the governor, 
they took the opportunity of his temporary 
absence to lock the gates against him and 
defended the castle themselves. The gov- 
ernor, thereupon, joined the popular party 
and induced the sheriff to give orders for 
an attack. 

The enraged people carried the castle by 
assault ; the Jews, unable to obtain terms 
from the conquerors, having slain their 
wives and children, fell upon each other's 
swords. More than 500 are said to have 
perished, and a few wretched survivors, 
who had surrendered, were massacred 
without mercy. 

The assault was led by a canon of York 
cathedral, who, dressed in full canonicals, 
continued to incite the mob, shouting, 
* * Kill the enemies of Jesus Christ. ' ' Then 
the ring-leaders, who were nearly all 
debtors of the Jews, proceeded to the 
cathedral, where the records of all finan- 
cial transactions were laid up, and forc- 
ing the custodian to give up the docu- 
ments, solemnly burnt in the church all 
bills, acceptances, and memoranda of 
their pecuniary obligations. 

The last act of the mob roused the vir- 
tuous indignation of the king and his 
ministers, for the law provided that all 
debts owing to a deceased Jew should 
revert to the crown. Rydal, Bishop of 
Ely, and then Lord Chancellor of the 
realm, was accordingly charged with the 
exemplary punishment of the ill-doers ; but 
the prelate contented himself with depriv- 
ing the sheriff and governor, and fining 
some of the richer inhabitants. The prin- 
cipal authors of the outrage had escaped 



over the Scottish borders ; and Granville, 
who was instructed to make inquiries^ 
found so many implicated that he thought 
it prudent to desist from the pursuit. 

These and similar persecutions at length 
drove many of the principal Jews to seek 
refuge in other countries. Such a dimi- 
nution in the revenue was the result that 
King John, on his accession to the throne, 
did his utmost to induce them to return, 
and granted them a charter restoring all 
their ancient privileges with many fresh 
ones, on condition of their paying a some- 
what exorbitant tax. 

But even the royal protection was not 
sufiftcient to shield them from the fanati- 
cal hatred of the people, and those who 
did return were subjected to greater indig- 
nities than before. They were not, how- 
ever, altogether without revenge, for they 
found that, provided they paid a sufficient 
sum to the government, they might extort 
whatever interest they chose for the 
monies which they advanced. 

King John himself, notwithstanding 
the charter, subjected them to torture and 
imprisonment until he had exacted a sum 
of 60,000 marks of silver. He demanded 
10,000 for the ransom of a single Jew of 
Bristol, and when the victim refused to 
furnish the money he adopted the cruel 
expedient of drawing one of the man's 
teeth every day until the sum was paid. 

Henry III. was a monarch of more 
enlightened views ; he protected his Jew- 
ish subjects from the fury of the crusad- 
ing bands, and set at liberty such as had 
been incarcerated during the previous 
'reign. In 1233 he founded a college for 
converted Jews, where they might reside 
without being obliged either to work or 
practice usury; and the advantages thus 
held out induced many to embrace Chris- 
tianity. The mass of the people, how- 
ever, continued to treat the race with as 
great contempt and tyranny as ever. 

In 1235 the old charge was brought 
against the Jews of having kidnapped 
children in order to circumcise or crucify 
them. This was a pretext for fresh extor- 
tions and persecutions. The crime was 
alleged to have taken place at Lincoln, the 
body being afterwards discovered at the 
bottom of a well, and the story is pert)et- 
uated in Chaucer's Prioresses Tale. 

The war with Spain in 1254 caused the 
king to make fresh demands upon them. 
The children of Israel would have quitted 
so inhospitable a country, but they were 
compelled to remain and pay the impost. 
In the following year he again required 
6,000 marks of silver, and, as the Jews 
declared themselves unable to satisfy the 
extortion, Henry sold them to his brother 
Richard for that sum. The latter was al- 
lowed to reimburse himself as best he 
might; but, more merciful than his royal 
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brother, he forbore to oppress them 
further. 

In the third year of Edward I. a law 
was passed which somewhat alleviated 
the condition of the Jews ; and, although 
still subject to humiliating indignities, 
and prohibited from free intercourse with 
Christians, they were allowed to purchase 
houses and landed estates, and were re- 
leased from a part of their unjust imposts. 

Presently the crusading fever seized 
Edward, with the usual results; they were 
treated with the utmost cruelty, and not 
only their public but their private liberty 
interfered with to such an extent that they 
became at length quite reckless, and were 
suspected, perhaps not without reason, of 
having tampered with the coinage, and 
perpetrated other commercial frauds. 

Public indignation was not hard to ex- 
cite when a general loot of Jewish houses 
was in prospective ; and a popular rising 
took place, in which the whole of the 
devoted community throughout England 
were deprived of liberty in a single day, 
and 280 were put to death in London 
alone. 

Ultimately a royal decree was passed, 
banishing them entirely from the king- 
dom, and forbidding them to return under 
pain of death. The wretched exiles were 
deprived of all that they possessed, save a 
trifling sum, barely sufficient for their 
journey. A large number were robbed of 
even tiiis by the sailors of the Cinque 
Ports, who threw the owners themselves 
into the sea to hide their crime. 

It is but fair to add that those who were 
found guilty of this dastardly act were 
tried and executed. It is computed that 
16,511 persons left the country in this 
exodus; and the Jews did not appear 
again as a people in Great Britain for 350 
years. 



CHAPTER XIV. 
THE MIDDLE AGES — {continued). 

The state of the Jews in France was 
little better than in Enlgand. About 1182 
Philip Augustus banished them from his 
dominions, and confiscated all their es- 
tates. When, some time afterwards, the 
king repealed this measure, he excused 
himself by declaring that his object was 
to procure from them the money necessary 
for carrying on the Crusades. 

But they had not long been re-estab- 
lished in the country before their industry 
and skill in financial and commercial 
transactions enabled them to amass enor- 
mous wealth, which they invested largely 
in landed property. For some time the 
king was wuling, for a sufficient consider. 



ation, to countenance this proceeding; but 
the popular discontent at length compelled 
him to prohibit Jews from holding land. 

Louis IX. inaugurated his reign by the 
convocation of the Council of Melun, at 
which it was enacted that no Christians 
should be allowed to borrow money of the 
Jews. At this period the Jews were, in 
accordance with the old feudal system, 
held in absolute slavery to the barons on 
whose lands they dwelt, and could be 
bought and sold. ^ 

The year 1238 A. d. witnessed a horrible 
|)ersecution ; it commenced in Paris and 
quickly extended to the provinces, and 
nearly 2,500 Jews lost their lives. The 
pretext for these atrocities was the same 
as at Lincoln, the alleged crucifixion of 
children. Pope Gregory IX. at length 
inteiiered, and procured for them the 
royal protection. 

When St. Louis was taken prisoner in 
the Holy Land, some fanatical • peasants, 
pretending to miraculous powers, preached 
a crusade for his deliverance. A disor- 
derly rabble was soon collected, but, in- 
stead of marching for Palestine, they 
contented themselves with plundering and 
murdering the Jews at home. The author- 
ities at last interfered, and the fanatics 
were dispersed. 

The king during his captivity desired 
that all Jews should be banished from 
France, and the Queen Blanche, who 
acted as regent, scrupulously fulfilled his 
decree. 

In 1240 the celebrated Council of Lyons 
enjoined all Christian princes and sover- 
eigns, under pain of excommunication, to 
compel the Jews in their dominions to 
give up whatever monies they might have 
acquired by usury, and apply the sums so 
obtained to the purpose of carrying on the 
Cnisades. 

Notwithstanding these severities, the 
Hebrew race was still vigorous and flourish- 
ing, as is proved by the fact that special 
laws had to be passed in France, and 
especially in Languedoc, to prevent them 
from oppressing their Christian debtors, 
and that nearly all Jews at that time pos- 
sessed Christian slaves. 

The expulsion of the Jews from France 
had so ruined commerce, that Philip the 
Hardy, successor of St. Louis, was obliged 
to recall them in order to restore the finan- 
cial prosperity of the country. 

Fifteeen years later, Edward, king of 
England, expelled them from Gascony, 
and Philip the Fair once more drove them 
out of France, and appropriated their 
property. Many of the poor exiles per- 
ished of want by the way, but some suc- 
ceeded in reaching the German frontier, 
and even to the present day the Jews of 
Germany are considered to be of French 
origin. Some escaped banishment by 
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submitting to baptism, but returned at the 
first opportunity to their ancient faith. 

In 1321 a still more dreadful calamity 
overtook the fated race. Now the same 
madness as that during the captivity of 
St. Louis, took possession of the peasantry, 
and the agricultural population, with a 
priest and a monk at their head, forsook 
the fields, and marched vaguely against 
the Saracens. In every district through 
which they passed they were joined by 
their fellows, until the vast number of 
undisciplined fanatics thoroughly alarmed 
the government. Of course they soon 
began to suffer from want, and every town 
and village through which they passed 
was laid under contribution by them. 
Royal authority and Papal anathema were 
alike powerless, and they marched wher- 
ever the two imposters who led them chose 
to go. 

At length the usual catastrophe came : 
the fanaticism of some, the rapacity of 
others, the hate and fury of all, were 
turned upon the defenceless Jews, who 
were massacred with the most frightful 
cruelties. In 1348 a second pestilence 
broke out, and precisely the same results 
followed. 

Ten years afterwards a pestilence broke 
out in France, and the unreasoning peo- 
ple accused the Jews of being the authors, 
by conspiring with the lepers to poison 
the wells and rivers of the country. 

There does not appear to have been the 
least shadow of a foundation for this 
absurd charge, but a few lepers were 
arrested and put to the torture, and as 
soon as the inquisitors had succeeded in 
wresting the answer they required from 
some shrieking victim on the rack, the 
case was considered proved. 

The entire Jewish community was con- 
demned on this conclusive evidence, and 
the massacres began, followed, of course, 
by the confiscation of the victims' prop- 
erty. At Paris fewer were put to death, 
but the richest Hebrews were thrown into 
prison until they had given up their treas- 
ures to the king, who gained 150,000 livres 
by the transaction. 

It is a curious fact that we owe one of 
the most important instruments of modem 
commerce to these constant persecutions. 
The Jews soon found that the main motive 
of the Christian princes in banishing or 
otherwise persecuting them was to obtain 
possession of their wealth, and they ac- 
cordingly began to devise means to prevent 
this result. When Philip the Tall, follow- 
ing up the excesses of the Shepherds, 
drove the Jews from France, a great num- 
ber of them entrusted their effects to 
various persons and escaped to Lombardy. 
Here they continued to raise money upon 
the property which they had left behind, 
giving orders upon their trustees as secu- 



rity. Thus arose the system of letters of 
credit, the essence of modem banking, 
and to the present day the name of Lom- 
bard Street in the City of London, the 
well-known bankers' quarter, bears testi- 
mony to the origin of tiie custom. 

This ingenious device proved of eminent 
service to the inventors ; for in 1360, when 
France had been reduced, by the misman- 
agement of its own governors and the 
conquests of the English, to a hopeless 
state of bankruptcy, and the king, John, 
was in captivity, the Jews were able to 
dictate terms to the regent, and purchase 
the right to return and exercise compara- 
tive liberty of conscience. 

Charles VI. at first treated them with 
greater humanity and consideration, but 
the wretched monarch was a prey to a 
disordered mind, a mere tool in the 
hands of his confessor, who induced him 
to consent to an edict banishing them 
from the kingdom. This time, however, 
they were allowed some little time to col- 
lect their debts and wind up their affairs, 
and although some of the.old charges were 
brought against them, their lives and 
property were comparatively un assailed. 
They left the French frontier in the month 
of November, not to return again for 
many years. 

A few years before 1380 a serious calam- 
ity had overtaken them in Lombardy, 
their great banking centre. The populace 
rose against them, and burnt the houses 
of the principal merchants, thus destroy- 
ing their securities and pledges of prop- 
erty. 

Here the government, though too feeble 
to punish the offenders, stepped in, and 
they were released from all obligations to 
those who had pawned property with 
them upon their making oath that the 
goods had been destroyed in the popular 
tumults. 

The Jews in Spain during the Middle 
Ages were, if possible, worse treated than 
in the other countries of Europe. 

At the beginning of the thirteenth cen- 
tury the Bishop of Toledo incited the 
populace to plunder the houses and syna- 
gogues of the Jews, and himself in person 
directed the lawless operations of the 
crowd. 

In 1212 the Crusaders passed by Toledo 
and perpetrated their usual atrocities. 
The Spanish nobility interfered to put a 
stop to the camage, but without avail. 

Under James I. they had a respite from 
these cruelties. Raymond of Pennaforte, 
General of the Dominicans, confessor and 
minister of the King and the Pope, used 
his utmost endeavors to bring about their 
conversion, but with a liberality, rare in a 
priest of the time, he adopted toleration 
and education to effect his purpose. 

Alphonso of Castille protected the Jews, 
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und being himself a great lover of science, 
encouraged the learned rabbis to translate 
for him the works of the Arabic astron- 
omers and philosophers, paying them 
handsomely for their services. The pop- 
ulace, intolerant of this favor, rose up, 
and on a perfectly unfounded accusation 
of murder brought up against one of the 
number, commenced a general massacre 
of the Jews throughout Spain. 

James I., king of Arragon, also afforded 
his countenance and protection to the 
learned rabbis ; and the favor which they 
thus enjoyed with the nobles compensated 
to some extent for the indignity and scorn 
heaped upon them by the common 
people. 

In 1320 a portion of that band of Shep- 
herds who had committed such ravages in 
JFrance found their way to Spain, where 
their course was signalized by the same 
■cruelties. By a strange perverseness of 
judgment the Spaniards accused the Jews 
of having, by means of sorcery, brought 
this plague upon the country; and the 
wretched Israelites, who suffered most 
severely from the fanatical rabble, were 
punished by law. Fifteen thousand, who 
refused to submit to baptism, were put to 
a cruel death. 

Alphonso XI. of Castille fully recog- 
nized the worth and usefulness of his 
Jewish subjects, and commenced his reign 
by showing them so much favor that a 
Jew named Joseph became his treasurer 
and financial secretary. But he also 
yielded to the inveterate prejudices of his 
subjects ; and on a report that a Jewish 
child had insulted the Holy Sacrament at 
a certain place, a solemn council was held, 
and the question discussed, whether a sen- 
tence of death or banishment should be 
pronounced against the entire Jewish 
race. 

In 1396, during the reign of Henry III., 
Martin, bishop of Astigy, by his denuncia- 
tions of the Jews in the streets of Cordova 
and Seville, aroused such a spirit of fanat- 
icism, that the populace of those two cities 
rose up and massacred the Jews without 
mercy; and the same blood-thirsty fever 
extended itself to Toledo, Valencia, and 
Barcelona. John, the successor of Henry 
III., encouraged a continuation of this 
violence. 

In the beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
tury the Anti-Pope Benedict XIII., then 
residing at Arragon, evinced great zeal for 
the conversion of the Jews. In order to 
carry out his design he proposed a con- 
ference between the most learned rabbis 
of Spain and the Christian doctors. The 
Rabbi Vidal was chosen advocate of the 
Jews, and one Jerome of Santa F^, a con- 
verted Jew, defended the Christian cause. 

The Christian records say that Jerome 
triumphed signally; the Jewish annals 



say that their rabbis departed "not with- 
out glory '* from the encounter. All that 
we know for certain is, that a number of 
Jews embraced Christianity, and that 
Benedict ordered all the extant copies of 
the Talmud to be collected and burnt. 
This decree, as well as another against 
Jewish usury, was annulled when the 
exiled anti-pope's authority came to an 
end little more than a year afterwards. 

About this period a certain Vincent 
Ferrer made himself conspicuous by his 
zeal for the conversion of the Jews, which, 
according to his ** Legend," he effected 
by the exercise of miraculous powers. As 
many as 25,000 are said to have yielded to 
his persuasive eloquence and that of the 
Christian crowds which it stirred up. 

The kingdoms of Arragon and Castille 
were at last blended by the union of Fer- 
dinand and Isabella, and the whole of 
Spain became one monarchy. These sov- 
ereigns introduced the Inquisition into 
the country ; it was established with the 
avowed object of preventing such Jews 
and Moors as had been converted to 
Christianity from relapsing into their old 
religion. The queen' s confessor, a Domin- 
ican friar, persuaded her that this falling 
off of converts was an injury to the cause 
of religion, and Isabella induced her hus- 
band to sanction the dreadful tribunal. 

The whole history of the world scarcely 
presents so horrible a picture as this so- 
called Christian court. The Pope issued 
a bull, giving it the sanction of the church, 
and at once all law, authority, humanity 
and justice were subjugated to the will of 
a few raving, arrogant monks. Persons 
suspected of heresy, Judaism, or even 
lukewarm Christianity, were either burnt 
alive, or condemned to perpetual impris- 
onment in loathsome dungeons ; while the 
most excruciating tortures w«re employed 
to exact confession from the accused. 

The spies of the Inquisition lurked 
everywhere, listening even to the most 
careless conversation, and a chance word, 
which could by any pretence be wrested 
into an heretical expression, was punished 
with death. People were forced to betray 
their dearest friends ; for not to denounce 
a suspected heretic was to expose one's 
self to the same punishment. 

The prime mover in these atrocities, and 
the head of the so-called Holy Office for 
many years, was Thomas de Torquemada, 
a Dominican, and it is computed that this 
ruffian caused 8,000 people to be put to 
death, and 90,000 to perpetual imprison- 
ment during his term of office. 

One strange feature in these dreadful 
persecutions is, that a large number of 
Jews, nominally converted, but in secret 
true Hebrews, held high office both in the 
Church and State, and were even found 
amongst the judges of the Holy Office 
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itself. No doubt the number of Christians 
who thus perished on the charge of heresy, 
to satisfy Jewish hatred, equalled that of 
the real Jews whom the Holy Office con- 
demned to suffer for their religion. 

For some time the horrors of the Inqui- 
sition affected only the professed Chris- 
tians; in 1492, after the conquest of the 
Moors and their expulsion from their last 
stronghold, Granada, came the turn of 
the Jews themselves. 

An edict was issued commanding them 
all to embrace Christianity, or leave the 
kingdom within four months. The Jews 
endeavored to induce the king, by a bribe 
of 90,000 ducats, to alter his decision. But 
while Ferdinand hesitated to decide, the 
queen made a sneering speech against 
them, while Torquemada boldly advanced, 
and, with crucifix raised in the air, 
shouted: '* Behold Him whom Judas sold 
for thirty pieces of silver. Sell ye Him 
now for a higher price, and render an 
account of your bargain before God I " The 
superstitious sovereign bowed to the will 
of the church. 

This forced exodus of the Jews was 
attended with the usual cruelties and 
hardships. No less than a million souls 
were, without warning or preparation, 
deprived of homes and property, and 
thrown destitute upon the world — where 
every people hated and despised them. 

Many of the poor exiles perished by 
shipwreck, others died of the plague which 
broke out amongst them. Some reached 
Fez in Africa, but the inhabitants refusing 
to admit them they were starved to 
death outside the town. Some, again, 
reached Genoa; this town was at the time 
suffering from a scarcity of provisions, and 
when the famished Jews sought for shel- 
ter and food the Genoese refused both, 
except on the condition of their immedi- 
ately embracing the Christian faith. The 
poor wretches who had given all that they 
held dear to preserve their ancient religion, 
thus found their sacrifice at last of no 
avail, and yielding to the pangs of 
hunger consented to be baptized. 

How divine must be that Christianity 
which could survive such horrors as were 
perpetrated in its name ! 

King Ferdinand did not reap so much 
benefit as he had looked for by his tyran- 
nical measure, for the facilities which the 
Jews possessed of removing their wealth 
to other countries by the system of letters 
of credit, thwarted him of the greater 
portion of his expected booty. His short- 
sighted policy was strongly reprobated by 
many of tiie other European powers, and 
the Pope himself, Alexander Vl., offered 
an asylum to many of the exiles. 

Portugal was naturally a tempting 
region for those whom Spain thrust forth, 
especially as the king, John 11., had 



already shown signs of toleration and 
enlightenment by employing Jews on im- 
portant geographical missions, and his 
navigators had been materially assisted 
by them in their voyages of discovery to 
the East Indies. 

He was not, however, proof against 
cupidity, and only allowed the fugitives to 
enter his dominions on condition of their 
paying an exorbitant poll-tax and under- 
taking to quit the country after a certain 
time, promising then to furnish them with 
vessels for their safe-conduct ; but,althougli 
the king may have acted in good faith, his 
subjects disregarded his commands, and 
many who embarked on board Portuguese 
vessels threw themselves into the sea 
rather than suffer the horrible indignities 
and persecutions to which the soldiers sub- 
jected them. Their compatriots, taking 
warning at their fate, preferred staying in 
the country, although they knew iJiat Uiej 
must be sold into slavery. 

Emmanuel II., his successor, at first 
treated them with humanitv and consider- 
ation. Unfortunately for them he desired 
to espouse the daughter of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, and the bigoted queen would not 
hear of a son-in-law who suffered the 
** Enemies of God '' to remain in his king- 
dom. 

A day was therefore appointed for their 
departure; but the king secretly ordered 
all the Jewish children under fourteen 
years of age to be seized, dispersed through 
the count^ and brought up as Christians. 
The secret transpired before the day 
named, and was hurriedly put into execu- 
tion lest the parents should conceal their 
children. A most harrowing scene then 
took place, and mothers threw their chil- 
dren into wells and rivers rather than see 
them torn from their arms to be brought 
up in a strange faith, and amidst a strange 
people. 

Even this was not the end of their 
troubles, for Emmanuel suddenly refused 
to allow them to embark at two of the 
ports named, and the consequence was 
that a great number were thrown back on 
Lisbon, and thus made to break their 
contract and become amenable to the law. 
Of these, some were shipped off as slaves, 
while others consented to be baptized, on 
condition that the government should 
restore their children and let them remain 
in peace for twenty years. But before 
half that time had elapsed, the populace 
had seized upon some trifling pretext to 
rise and murder most of the converts. 
The ringleaders were punished for this 
outrage when the affair came to the king's 
ears. 

The same accusations were laid against 
the Jews in Germany as in other countries, 
and led to the same persecutions. They 
were suspected of encouraging the incur- 
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sions of the hordes of Mongolian savages, 
who overran Europe about this period, 
and at Frankfort, Haguenau in Lower 
'Alsace, and at Munich, Wurtzburg, and 
Berne, many were massacred by the pop- 
ulace on the old charge of crucifying 
Christian children. 

In Lithuania they lived in comparative 
security, under the equitable reign of 
Boleslas, but in 1267 the Council of 
Vienna imposed a heavy tax upon them, 
and ordered the demolition of a fine new 
synagogue. As the civil authorities did 
not carry out the arbitrary ecclesiastical 
acts, and the German princes even openly 
offered an asylum to fugitive Jews, the 
clergy at last threatened to excommuni- 
cate all who should show such toleration 
for the future. 

While the two rival emperors, Adolphus 
of Nassau and Albert of Austria, were 
struggling for the pre-eminence, a fanat- 
ical peasant, named Raind Flaisch, gave 
out that he had been sent by Heaven to 
exterminate the Jews, and continued to 
instigate the people of Nuremburg, Rotten- 
burg, and other towns to massacre the 
Hebrew inhabitants. The Emperor Albert 
could not at first stop these enormities, 
lest the populace should side with his 
rivals ; but as soon as he was firmly estab- 
lished upon the throne, he compelled the 
inhabitants of Nuremburg to pay a heavy 
fine for the damage done to the town by 
fire during the disturbances. 

The Council of Vienna, convoked by the 
authority of Pope Clement V. against the 
Templars, issued some severe decrees 
against the Jewish usurers, and declared 
any one a heretic who should countenance 
them. These denunciations did not pre- 
vent M^nicho, bishop of Spires, from 
declaring that no one should persecute 
them in his diocese. 

The appearance of the Flagellants in 
the 14th century, was a frightful calamity 
to the Jews. The black plague had rav- 
aged Germany, and, as usual, the Jews 
were accused of being the authors. In the 
midst of the general excitement and mis- 
ery, bands of monks and peasants, raving 
mad, passed through Germany, with a 
crucifix at their head, and scourging their 
naked bodies as they went along till the 
blood streamed forth. This discipline, 
they averred, was to express their con- 
trition for the sins of the Christians of the 
age, the worst of which was harboring the 
Jews. 

This lunatic enthusiasm, the revival of 
the old charges of crucifying children, 
poisoning wells, and outraginio: the Host, 
and, still more, the rapacity of the mob 
which followed in the Flagellants' wake, 
ended in the murder and pillage of the 
unfortunate Hebrews atSpires,Strasbourg, 
Frankfort and other places. 



In Bohemia affairs were little better, and 
Venceslas the emperor, who had made 
himself odious by his vices, hoped to con- 
ciliate the people by the persecution of the 
Jews. He issued a proclamation releasing 
his Christian subjects from all debts 
which they had contracted to Jews, and 
this license led to excesses more horrible 
still. 

About the year 1434 the Council of 
Basle ordered all bishops to appoint spe- 
cial preachers for the instruction of the 
Jews in their dioceses, and to compel them 
by severe penalties to listen to the sermons. 
They were also prohibited from residing in 
the neighborhood of the churches, were 
obliged to wear a distinctive dress, and 
were cut off from all social intercourse 
with Christians. 

Louis X. Duke of Bavaria banished all 
Jews from his dominions, confiscated 
their property, and erected public build- 
ings with the proceeds. 

In the year 1499 they were finally ex- 
pelled from Nuremburg, ostensibly on the 
old accusations, but really because of 
their wealth and the hereditary hatred 
against them. 

The children of Israel were not them- 
selves without credulity and fanaticism, 
and in 1500 a certain David Leimlein, 
calling himself chief of the armies of 
Israel, predicted the speedy coming of the 
Messiah, and established himself at Lis- 
bon, where he and a young convert to 
Judaism soon became famous, the former 
for his fasting and other discipline, the 
latter for his learning and eloquence. So 
thoroughly did these impostors deceive 
their co-religionists, that, in anticipation 
of presently eating unleavened bread in 
Palestine, the Jews of Italy and Spain 
destroyed their ovens and gave themselves 
up to absurd excesses. At last the gov- 
ernment interfered, and both David and 
his disciple were thrown into prison where 
the latter was put to death. 

While the Jews suffered so many perse- 
cutions from clergy and laity, the popes 
themselves for the most part discounte- 
nanced such injustice, and set examples 
of toleration. Gregory the Great is a not- 
able instance. In the 11th century, Alex- 
ander II. opposed the bigotry of Ferdi- 
nand, and endeavored to moderate the 
mad fury of the Crusaders ; later on, Greg- 
ory IX., though himself a firm supporter 
of the Crusades, used the most stringent 
measures to protect the Jews from their 
violence. In his letters on the subject to 
Louis IX. of France, and other potentates, 
he denounced this religious fanaticism as 
a mere pretext for lawlessness and 
robbery. 

In 1247 Innocent IV. also raised his 
voice to protest against the persecution of 
the Hebrews. 
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The Jews of Trani, capital uf the klog- 
dom of Xaples, had become rich aiid pow- 
erful, and the king, to recompense Oiem 
for some important services, treated them 
with great consideration, and at his death 
specially recommended them to the favor 
01 lie state. Instead, however, of allow- 
ing them the free eiercitie of their religion, 
tie government began to use every effort 
to procure their conversion. 

fn order, by seeming compliance, to 
avoid a persecution, the Jews professed 
themselves willing to embrace Christian- 
ity, provided they were allowed to con- 
tract marriages with the highest families 
in the kingdom. To their astoniahment 
tMs offer was accepted, and they were 
obliged to hold to th^r bargain; and many, 
having succeeded in contracting advan- 
tageous alliances, were baptized, while 
those who failed to make such matches 
quietly subsided back into Judaism. This 
aroused the anger of the clergy, and a 
certain monk of Trani succeeded, by reit^ 
erating the old charges. In raising the 
passions of the populace, and bringing 
about a general massacre of the Jews. 

Asimilar attempt was made at Naples; 
but the nobles of that city interfered, and 
offered an i4sylum to those Hebrews whose 
wealth or position exposed them more 
particularly to the fury of the mob. The 
Pope, Alexander IT., also interposed his 
authority on their behalf. 

In the 14th century, Clement V., who 
had established the seat of the Fapsu^y at 
Arlgnon, protected the Jews from the 



fury of the fanatical "Shepherds;" he 
idso laJrared strenuously to convert them 
by legitimate means, and established pro- 
fessors of Hebrew in the various univer- 

John XXII.. his successor, was leas 
tolerant, but his zeal was directed rather 



against the lit«rature than the persons of 
the Hebrews, and he destroyed all the 
copies of the Talmud upon which he could 
lay his hands. Presently he banished 
the Jews alti^ether from the states of the 
Church; but the exiles having sought 
refuge at the court of the Xing of Naples, 
contrived to purchase the revocation of 
the edict. 

Clement VI. also treated the Jews with 
great humanity, and did them especial 
service by shield ine them from the vio- 
lence of the Holy Office. 

In 1304 the Jews of Italy had attained 
such influence and prosperity that they 
were enabled to build a magnificent new 
synagogue at Boli^na, the I'ope, Boniface 
IX., lending his countenance to the mider- 
taking. 

Towards the commencement of tie- 
fifteenth century Pope John XXIII, com- 
menced an active persecution of the Jews, 
inciting other eovenmientB to follow tlie 
same course. Under his successor, Nieh— 
olas Y., their lot was slightly ameliorated, 
but in 1472 SextuB IV., having canonized 
a certain Simon, said to have been massa- 
cred by the Jews of Trente 200 years 
before, the popular hatred again burst 
forth, and a massacre of the ^raelltes In 
Trente and Venice was the result. 

Those Jews whom persecution had 
driven from Spain and Portugal found a 
ready asylnm in Italy. The Christians 
of that country were indeed kinder than 
their own co-religionists, for the Jewish 
authors themselves confessed that the He- 
brew Consistory of Rome- 
offered a thousand ducats to 
the Pope (Alexander VL) to 
refuse their brethren permis- 
sion to settle within his terri~ 
tory. The pontiff indignantly 
rejected this selfish proposal, 
and even compelled the peti- 
tioners to make way fur the 
new-comers by quitting the 
. states themselves. The Con- 
sistory were obliged to pay a 
! heavy sum to purchase the 

revocation of tliis decree, 
i Many of the refugees from 
Spain and Portugal fled to 
, Naples, where they were ex- 
■■ posed to the terrible cruelty 
of the Inquisition, and at last 
ventured to revolt. The vice- 
roy banished them from the 
kingdom, and shortly after 
declared the Holy Office to be 
no longer necessary. Charles V. in 1534 
approved of his viceroy's act, and refused 
to tolerate the presence of Jews in the 
kingdoms of Naples and Sicily. 

In 1539 the favor whicJi the Jews en- 
joyed with the Pope, Paul IH., so excited 
the jealousy of the Cardinal Sadolet that 
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civil and ecclesiastical onicea was in the 
hacds of the infidels; hia protest, how- 
ever, had but little effect. 

In tlie thirteenth century the position 
of the Jews in the East was changed con- 
siderably for the worse. En N&sir li-din 
illah, calipli of Bagdad, issued a peremp- 
tory order that all Jews shoijd embrace 
Mohammedanism or quit the Babylonian 
territory. Many preferred exile, but a 
few submitted to make averbal profession 
of the Mohammedan creed. In Palestine, 
althoi^h the wars between the Saracens 
and Crusaders had left the country In a 
very unquiet stale, the Jews had contrived 
to maintain a foothold, and possesssed 
synagogues and aclioola, which produced 
many learned rabbis. 

The Eastern Jews, particularly those of 
Babylon, auSered severely by the Tartar 
invasion, but they enjoyed an interval of 



Shib Abbai. 

repose under Ai^un Ehan.who wpointed 
a Jewish physician named Saad-ed' 
Dauleh as his prime minister; but on the 
death of the prince, the Moslems, jealous 
of the vizier's influence and partiality for 
his countrymen, accused him of having 
poisoned bis master; on this chai^ he 
was put to death, and a general 
of the Israellt«s followed. 



The irresistible march of Tamerlane 
through Asia swept away the prosperity of 
the JeivB of Media and Persia, and when, 
a little later on, they began to recover 
themselves a tittle from these disasters, 
the appearance of Ismail Sufi, founder of 
the Sufilte dynasty of Persia, involved 
them in fresh evila. The astounding 
rapidity of this prince's conquests induced 
the ever-credulous Hebrews to regard liim 
as the true Messiah, particuiany as ho 
himself declared that he was a prophet 
sent to reform the Moslem faith; they 
accordingly hastened to offer him their 
homsfc, out tlie monarch, who had con- 
ceived a violent aversion U> the Jews, 
rejected their advances and treated them 
with exceptional rigor. 

Shah Abbas, on his accession to 
the tlirone of Persia, found the coun- 
try well-nigh depopulated, and to re- 
store, if possible, the prosperity of his 
kingdom, he accorded unusual privileges 
to all strangers who chose to settle 

The Jews were among the first to avail 
themselves of this offer; but their skill in 
commerce, and the suliaequent rapid iii- 
creaae of their wealth, excited the jeal- 
ousy of the other inhabitants, who laid a 
complaint l>efore the Shah. 

The monarch was unwilling to exercise 
a severity which miglit prove fatal W> his 
policy of encourwing emigrants; but he 
was at length Induced to offer the He- 
brews a choice between Islamism and 
death. The edict was never carried into 
effect, but the principal Jewish doctors 
were cited before the Sufi tribunal, and 
ordered to give an account of their belief. 
Their expectation of a Messiah was par- 
ticularly distasteful to a Moslem, who 
held that Mohammed was " the eeal of 
the prophets"; "but nevertheless," said 
the Shah, "fix now a time for the appear- 
! of your Messiah, and I will tolerate 
until the fulfillment of such term; 
if your long-expected Measiali again 
you, yon must either embrace the 
religion of Mohammed, or lose your goods, 
your children, and your lives." 

The poor rabbis, grateful at the chance 
thus afforded, fixed the peru-d ai 
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. . .-._ _Jght make 
better terras with hia successor. Abbas 
exacted an exorbitant price for these years 
of respite, and a treaty was drawn up, 
and sipied and registered by eittier party, 
in which the Jews of Persia were bound 
either to embrace Isiamismor suffer death 
end of seventy yeara, unless the 
veritable Messiah should have appeared, 
which case all Persia should become 
converted to Judaism. 

In the continual wars between the 
Persians and the Turks this strange con- 
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vention wm fowotten, but on. 

oi Shuh Abbas II. the old treaty 
covered, and the Shah, animated by 
mingled fanaticism and cupidity, instantly 
proceeded to put it into force. In the 
dreadful persecution which followed some 
sought refuge amoi^ the Turha or in 
India, while others purchased safety by 
outward conformity to the Mohammedan 
religion. It was shortly discovered that 
the proselytes continued to practice their 
own religion in secret, and the Shah wai 
ultimately induced to restore to them 
their ancient privileges. 

The Jews of Palestine during ail the 
revolutions which distracted that country 
enjoyed a comparative immunity, and the 
school of Safed, in Galilee, continued to 
flourish and produce many learned men. 



CHAPTER XV. 



trived to acquire much wealth and intlvi- 
ence. Among the Jews of the Levant, In 
the middle of the seventeenth century, one 
of the most surprising movements on 
record took place. 

A certain young man, named Sabbatlial 
Levi, the son of a poulterer at Smyrna, 
had displayed so much aptitude for loarri- 
ing that at the age of eigliti;cii lii.> mis 
already ordained a rabbi. Tlip^e early 
honors inflamed his am- 
bition, and he conceived 
a project for passing as 
the Messiah ; to this end 
he began to practice long 
and rigid fasts, and 
spent the greater portion 
of his time in bathing 
in the sea ; these morti- ' 
flcations, his remarkable 
beauty, and liis unusual 
eloquence gained for him 
It number of followers, " 
and lie waa at length ' 
bold enoi^ to appear 
in the synagi^ue and 
openly announce him- 
self as the son of David, ' 
even daring, in token of \ 
his divine mission, to ', 
pronounce the ineffable ', 
name of Jehovah. -, 

The rabbis denounced ' 
him as a seditious blas- 
phemer, and he was com- 
pelled to seek safety in 
9ight to Saloni. This 



place soon became unsafe for him, and be 
fled, successively, to Egypt and Jerusalem, 
making on his way a convert of a certain 
Nathan Levi of Gaza, as clever and design- 
ing an imposter as himself, who henceforth 
Clayed the part of his precursor. After a 
>ng residence in Jerusalem, he again 
urged his pretensions, was once more 
driven out by the rabbis, and ^Js time 
returned to his native city of Smyrna. 

Here the rabbis, as usual, denounced 
him; but the populace warmly espoused 
his cause. One Anakia, who was partic- 
ularly active in opposing him, happened 
that night to l>e overtaken by a sudden 
death, and the superstitious crowd at once 
attributed his fat« to the rejection of the 
Messiah; this, for him, lucky accident 
gave greater and more speedy currency to 
his pretensions than he himself could have 
hoped for, and in a short time he was 
strong enough to assume royal pomp, while 
the fame of his reputed miracles and 
prophecies went forth throughout the 

At let^th notliing would please his 
deluded partisans, but that he should re- 
pair to Constantinople and confront the 
sultan in order by his presence to strike 
awe into tbe heart of that potentate. 
When he did arrive in the capital the 
sultan was alraent, but sent instructions 
to the Grand Vizier to detain the impoa- 
ter; SabbathM was in consequence kept in 
a kind of honorable captivity in the castle 
of Sestos, whence he continued to issue 
manifestos, and sustain his rather difficult 
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respectable but incredulous rabbi of Con- 
stantinople with death, for having re- 
mained unconvinced of his divine char- 
acter. The unbeliever sought the pro- 
tection of the Moslems, who barely saved 
him from the fury of Sabbathai's followers. 
The sultan, feeling, perhaps, that the 
affair had gone quite far enough, peremp- 
torily summoned Sabbathai into his 
presence. 

The Grand Seigneur expressed his 
determination of testing his prisoner's 
miraculous powers by shooting three 
poisoned arrows at him, promising that if 
he proved invulnerable he would himself 
acknowledge his title; if he refused to 
submit to this ordeal there was still left 
him the alternative of death or Islamism. 
The wretched creature uttery lost his 
presence of mind, and without hesitation 
embraced the Mohammedan faith. The 
sultan bestowed upon him a dress of 
honor, the title of Capidji Basha, and dis- 
missed him. 

Strange to say, even this defection did 
not end the delusion, and he had still 
impudence and address enough to devise 
an excuse for his conduct, and so well did 
he succeed that even aiter his death, 
which was caused by colic in the year 
1676, his sect numbered a large amount of 
followei*s. 

Various imposters have from time to 
time attempted to revive the delusion, 
but none with so much success as one 
Franck, who, in the middle of the last 
century, appeared in Germany, where the 
credulity of his brethren in all parts of 
the world supplied him with the means of 
living in Oriental pomp and magnifi- 
cence. 

Egypt has ever been a favorite residence 
with the Jews, but in 1524 the Hebrew 
community in that country experienced a 
rude interruption to their long pros- 
perity. The governor of Egypt, having 
revolted against the Sultan Suleiman II., 
imposed a heavy tax upon the Jews, which 
they declared themselves unable to pay, as 
his soldiers had already pillaged their 
houses and property. The governor in a 
rage ordered the instant seizure of all the 
Jews in the kingdom, but a conspiracy 
which opportunely broke out against his 
life at this period saved them from fur- 
ther evils. Since that time they have 
been very numerous in the country, espe- 
cially in Cairo, where a large portion of 
the commerce, and especially the banking, 
is in their hands. 

In Morocco, Tunis, and Algeria, they 
have also been always numerous, for, be- 
ing well received by the Mohammedan 
governments of Africa, those countries 
became a natural refuge when driven from 
Spain and Portugal. 

At the commencement of the 16th cen- 



tury the Bishop of Cologne banished the 
Jews from his (Uocese, being supported in 
this arbitrary measure by a convert from 
Judaism, named Victor & Carb^. Not 
long Biter another convert named Pf epfer- 
corn, counselled the Emporor Maxmilian 
to destroy all the Jewish books, and 
would probably have obtained his desire 
had not one Reuchlin protested. 

The matter was ultimately referred to 
the Pope ; and Hochstrat, a creature of the 
Inquisition, attempted by 'bribes and 
threats of schism to influence the decision 
of the pontiff. Reuchlin was, however, 
successful, and when taunted and threat- 
ened by the monks for his share in the 
transaction, he answered, *^ that Martin 
Luther, whose party was already making 
headway in Germany, would soon give 
them too much trouble to leave them time 
to occupy themselves with the Jews." 

The Reformation gave a curious im> 
pulse to Jewish learning throughout Ger' 
many, for as the Protestant Uieologians 
constantly quoted rabbinical and other 
authorities, tiie Catholic priests and monks 
were obliged to study the same subjects in 
order to refute them, and the Jews, seeing 
the request into which their sacred lan- 
guage was coming, began to publish 
grammars and dictionaries, and to advance 
their own religion. The Reformation 
wrought wonders for the Jews, as the 
people, when once freed from the tram- 
mels of bigotry and superstition which the 
Romish clergy had imposed upon them, 
ceased to lend credence to the false 
charges so often brought against the 
devoted race with fatal effect; but against 
Luther himself the Jews entertained a 
strong aversion, as he prevented certain 
Christian princes from receiving them 
into their territories. 

In Poland, as early as the beginning of 
the fourteenth century, the Jews enjoyed 
perfect liberty of conscience, their pros- 
perous condition being due to the influence 
of a beautiful Jewess named Esther, who 
lived as mistress with Casimere the Great. 
Even when fanaticism banished the 
Reformers from Poland the Jews were 
unmolested in the enjoyment of their 
wealth, and in the possession of their 
magnificent synagogues and schools. John 
Sobieski extended unwonted favor towards 
them, but his successor was induced by 
the clergy to put in force an old law of 
Sigismund I., debarring them from many 
of their privileges. 

But the Slavonic Jews were not exempt 
entirely from persecution ; those of Cracow 
and Posen were from time to time exposed 
to the violence of the populace on the old 
charges, and such outbreaks have occurred 
at intervals even as late as 1811. 

About the year 1660 the Jews obtained 
permission to build a magnificent syna- 



106 



MODERN HISTORY. 



submitting to baptism, but returned at the 
first opportunity to their ancient faith. 

In 1821 a still more dreadful calamity 
overtook the fated race. Now the same 
madness as that during the captivity of 
St. Louis, took possession of the peasantry, 
and the agricultural population, with a 
priest and a monk at their head, forsook 
the fields, and marched vaguely against 
the Saracens. In every district through 
which they passed they were joined by 
their fellows, until the vast number of 
undisciplined fanatics thoroughly alarmed 
the government. Of course they soon 
began to suffer from want, and every town 
and village through which they passed 
was laid under contribution by them. 
Royal authority and Papal anathema were 
ahke powerless, and they marched wher- 
ever the two imposters who led them chose 
to go. 

At length the usual catastrophe came : 
the fanaticism of some, the rapacity of 
others, the hate and fury of all, were 
turned upon the defenceless Jews, who 
were massacred with the most frightful 
cruelties. In 1348 a second pestilence 
broke out, and precisely the same results 
followed. 

Ten years afterwards a pestilence broke 
out in France, and the unreasoning peo- 
ple accused the Jews of being the authors, 
by conspiring with the lepers to poison 
the wells and rivers of the country. 

There does not appear to have been the 
least shadow of a foundation for this 
absurd charge, but a few lepers were 
arrested and put to the torture, and as 
soon as the inquisitors had succeeded in 
wresting the answer they required from 
some shrieking victim on the rack, the 
case was considered proved. 

The entire Jewish community was con- 
demned on this conclusive evidence, and 
the massacres began, followed, of course, 
by the confiscation of the victims' prop- 
erty. At Paris fewer were put to death, 
but the richest Hebrews were thrown into 
prison until they had given up their treas- 
ures to the king, who gained 150,000 livres 
by the transaction. 

It is a curious fact that we owe one of 
the most important instruments of modem 
commerce to these constant persecutions. 
The Jews soon found that the main motive 
of the Christian princes in banishing or 
otherwise persecuting them was to obtain 
possession of their wealth, and they ac- 
cordingly began to devise means to prevent 
this result. When Philip the Tall, follow- 
ing up the excesses of the Shepherds, 
drove the Jews from France, a great num- 
ber of them entrusted tlieir effects to 
various persons and escaped to Lombardy. 
Here they continued to raise money upon 
the property which they had left behind, 
giving orders upon their trustees as secu- 



rity. Thus arose the system of letters of 
credit, the essence of modem banking, 
and to the present day the name of Lom- 
bard Street in the City of London, the 
well-known bankers' quarter, bears testi- 
mony to the origin of the custom. 

This ingenious device proved of eminent 
service to the inventors ; for in 1360, when 
France had been reduced, by the misman- 
agement of its own governors and the 
conquests of the English, to a hopeless 
state of bankruptcy, and the king, John, 
was in captivity, the Jews were able to 
dictate terms to the regent, and purchase 
the right to return and exercise compara- 
tive liberty of conscience. 

Charles VI. at first treated them with 
greater humanity and consideration, but 
the wretched monarch was a prey to a 
disordered mind, a mere tool in the 
hands of his confessor, who induced him 
to consent to an edict banishing them 
from the kingdom. This time, however, 
they were allowed some little time to col- 
lect their debts and wind up their affairs, 
and although some of the.old charges were 
brought against them, their lives and 
property were comparatively un assailed. 
They left the French frontier in the month 
of November, not to return again for 
many years. 

A few years before 1380 a serious calam- 
ity had overtaken them in Lombardy, 
their great banking centre. The populace 
rose against them, and burnt the houses 
of the principal merchants, thus destroy- 
ing their securities and pledges of prop- 
erty. 

Here the government, though too feeble 
to punish the offenders, stepped in, and 
they were released from all obligations to 
those who had pawned property with 
them upon their making oath that the 
goods had been destroyed in the popular 
tumults. 

The Jews in Spain during the Middle 
Ages were, if possible, worse treated than 
in the other countries of Europe. 

At the beginning of the thirteenth cen- 
tury the Bishop of Toledo incited the 
populace to plunder the houses and syna- 
gogues of the Jews, and himself in person 
directed the lawless operations of the 
crowd. 

In 1212 the Crusaders passed by Toledo 
and perpetrated their usual atrocities. 
The Spanish nobility interfered to put a 
stop to the carnage, but without avail. 

Under James I. they had a respite from 
these cruelties. Raymond of Pennaforte, 
General of the Dominicans, confessor and 
minister of the King and the Pope, used 
his utmost endeavors to bring about their 
conversion, but with a liberality, rare in a 
priest of the time, he adopted toleration 
and education to effect his purpose. 

Alphonso of Castille protected the Jews, 
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and being himself a great lover of science, 
encouraged the learned rabbis to translate 
for him the works of the Arabic astron- 
omers and philosophers, paying them 
handsomely for their services. The pop- 
ulace, intolerant of this favor, rose up, 
and on a perfectly unfounded accusation 
of murder brought up against one of the 
number, commenced a general massacre 
of the Jews throughout Spain. 

James I., king of Arragon, also afforded 
his countenance and protection to the 
learned rabbis ; and the favor which they 
thus enjoyed with the nobles compensated 
to some extent for the indignity and scorn 
heaped upon them by the common 
people. 

In 1320 a portion of that band of Shep- 
herds who had committed such ravages in 
France found their way to Spain, where 
their course was signalized by the same 
cruelties. By a strange perverseness of 
judgment the Spaniards accused the Jews 
of having, by means of sorcery, brought 
this plague upon the country; and the 
wretched Israelites, who suffered most 
severely from the fanatical rabble, were 
punished by law. Fifteen thousand, who 
refused to submit to baptism, were put to 
3, cruel death. 

Alphonso XI. of Castille fully recog- 
nized the worth and usefulness of his 
Jewish subjects, and commenced his reign 
by showing them so much favor that a 
Jew named Joseph became his treasurer 
and financial secretary. But he also 
yielded to the inveterate prejudices of his 
subjects ; and on a report that a Jewish 
child had insulted the Holy Sacrament at 
a certain place, a solemn council was held, 
and the question discussed, whether a sen- 
tence of death or banisliment should be 
pronounced against the entire Jewish 
race. 

In 1396, during the reign of Henry III., 
Martin, bishop of Astigy, by his denuncia- 
tions of the Jews in the streets of Cordova 
and Seville, aroused such a spirit of fanat- 
icism, that the populace of those two cities 
rose up and massacred the Jews witiiout 
mercy; and the same blood-thirsty fever 
extended itself to Toledo, Vadencia, and 
Barcelona. John, the successor of Henry 
III., encouraged a continuation of this 
violence. 

In the beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
tury the Anti-Pope Benedict XIII., then 
residing at Arragon, evinced great zeal for 
the conversion of the Jews. In order to 
carry out his design he proposed a con- 
ference between the most learned rabbis 
of Spain and the Christian doctors. The 
Babbi Vidal was chosen advocate of the 
Jews, and one Jerome of Santa F^, a con- 
verted Jew, defended the Christian cause. 

The Christian records say that Jerome 
triumphed signally; the Jewish annals 



say that their rabbis departed *' not with- 
out glory " from the encounter. All that 
we know for certain is, that a number of 
Jews embraced Christianity, and that 
Benedict ordered all the extant copies of 
the Talmud to be collected and burnt. 
This decree, as well as another against 
Jewish usury, was annulled when the 
exiled anti-pope's authority came to an 
end little more than a year afterwards. 

About this period a certain Vincent 
Ferrer made himself conspicuous by his 
zeal for the conversion of the Jews, which, 
according to his ** Legend," he effected 
by the exercise of miraculous powers. As 
many as 25,000 are said to have yielded to 
his persuasive eloquence and that of the 
Christian crowds which it stirred up. 

The kingdoms of Arragon and Castille 
were at last blended by the union of Fer- 
dinand and Isabella, and the whole of 
Spain became one monarchy. These sov- 
ereigns introduced the Inquisition into 
the country ; it was established with the 
avowed object of preventing such Jews 
and Moors as had been converted to 
Christianity from relapsing into their old 
religion. The queen' s confessor, a Domin- 
ican friar, persuaded her that this falling 
off of converts was an injury to the cause 
of religion, and Isabella induced her hus- 
band to sanction the dreadful tribunal. 

The whole history of the world scarcely 
presents so horrible a picture as this so- 
called Christian court. The Pope issued 
a bull, giving it the sanction of the church, 
and at once all law, authority, humanity 
and justice were subjugated to the will of 
a few raving, arrogant monks. Persons 
suspected of heresy, Judaism, or even 
lukewarm Christianity, were either burnt 
alive, or condemned to perpetual impris- 
onment in loathsome dungeons ; while the 
most excruciating tortures were employed 
to exact confession from the accused. 

The spies of the Inquisition lurked 
everywhere, listening even to the most 
careless conversation, and a chance word, 
which could by any pretence be wrested 
into an heretical expression, was punished 
with death. People were forced to betray 
their dearest friends ; for not to denounce 
a suspected heretic was to expose one's 
self to the same punishment. 

The prime mover in these atrocities, and 
the head of the so-called Holy Office for 
many years, was Thomas de Torquemada, 
a Dominican, and it is computed that this 
ruffian caused 8,000 people to be put to 
death, and 90,000 to perpetual imprison- 
ment during his term of office. 

One strange feature in these dreadful 
persecutions is, that a large number of 
Jews, nominally converted, but in secret 
true Hebrews, held high office both in the 
Church and State, and were even found 
amongst the judges of the Holy Office 
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itself. No doubt the number of Christians 
who thus perished on the charge of heresy, 
to satisfy Jewish hatred, equalled that of 
the real Jews whom the Holy Office con- 
demned to suffer for their religion. 

For some time the horrors of the Inqui- 
sition affected only the professed Chris- 
tians; in 1492, after the conquest of the 
Moors and their expulsion from their last 
stronghold, Granada, came the turn of 
the Jews themselves. 

An edict was issued commanding them 
all to embrace Christianity, or leave the 
kingdom within four months. The Jews 
endeavored to induce the king, by a bribe 
of 90,000 ducats, to alter his decision. But 
while Ferdinand hesitated to decide, the 
queen made a sneering speech against 
them, while Torquemada boldly advanced, 
and, with crucifix raised in the air, 
shouted: "Behold Him whom Judas sold 
for thirty pieces of silver. Sell ye Him 
now for a higher price, and render an 
account of your bargain before God I * * The 
superstitious sovereign bowed to the will 
of the church. 

This forced exodus of the Jews was 
attended with the usual cruelties and 
hardships. No less than a million souls 
were, without warning or preparation, 
deprived of homes and property, and 
thrown destitute upon the world — where 
every people hated and despised them. 

Many of the poor exiles perished by 
shipwreck, others died of the plague which 
broke out amongst them. Some reached 
Fez in Africa, but the inhabitants refusing 
to admit them they were starved to 
death outside the town. Some, again, 
reached Genoa; this town was at the time 
suffering from a scarcity of provisions, and 
when the famished Jews sought for shel- 
ter and food the Genoese refused both, 
except on the condition of their immedi- 
ately embracing the Christian faith. The 
poor wretches who had given all that they 
held dear to preserve their ancient religion, 
thus found their sacrifice at last of no 
avail, and yielding to the pangs of 
hunger consented to be baptized. 

How divine must be that Christianity 
which could survive such horrors as were 
perpetrated in its name I 

King Ferdinand did not reap so much 
benefit as he had looked for by his tyran- 
nical measure, for the facilities which the 
Jews possessed of removing their wealth 
to other countries by the system of letters 
of credit, thwarted him of the greater 
portion of his expected booty. His short- 
sighted policy was strongly reprobated by 
many of ^e other European powers, and 
the Pope himself, Alexander VI., offered 
an asylum to many of the exiles. 

Portugal was naturally a tempting 
r^on for those whom Spain thrust forth, 
especially as the king, John II., had 



already shown signs of toleration and 
enlightenment by employing Jews on im- 
portant geographical missions, and his 
navigators had been materially assisted 
by them in their voyages of discovery to 
the East Indies. 

He was not, however, proof against 
cupidity, and only allowed the fugitives to 
enter his dominions on condition of their 
paying an exorbitant poll-tax and under- 
taking to quit the country after a certain 
time, promising then to furnish them with 
vessels for their safe-conduct ; but,although 
the king may have acted in good faith, his 
subjects disregarded his commands, and 
many who embarked on board Portuguese 
vessels threw themselves into the sea 
rather than suffer the horrible indignities 
and persecutions to which the soldiers sub- 
jected them. Their compatriots, taking 
warning at their fate, preferred staying in 
the country, although they knew that Siey 
must be sold into slavery. 

Emmanuel II., his successor, at first 
treated them with humanity and consider- 
ation. Unfortunately for them he desired 
to espouse the daughter of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, and the bigoted queen would not 
hear of a son-in-law who suffered the 
*' Enemies of Grod " to remain in his king- 
dom. 

A day was therefore appointed for their 
departure; but the king secretly ordered 
all the Jewish children under fourteen 
years of age to be seized, dispersed through 
the country and brought up as Christians. 
The secret transpired before the day 
named, and was hurriedly put into execu- 
tion lest the parents should conceal their 
children. A most harrowing scene then 
took place, and mothers threw their chil- 
dren into wells and rivers rather than see 
them torn from their arms to be brought 
up in a strange faith, and amidst a strange 
people. 

Even this was not the end of their 
troubles, for Emmanuel suddenly refused 
to allow them to embark at two of the 
ports named, and the consequence was 
that a great number were thrown back on 
Lisbon, and thus made to break their 
contract and become amenable to the law. 
Of these, some were shipped off as slaves, 
while others consented to be baptized, on 
condition that the government should 
restore their children and let them remain 
in peace for twenty years. But before 
half that time had elapsed, the populace 
had seized upon some trifling pretext to 
rise and murder most of the converts. 
The ringleaders were punished for this 
outrage when the affair came to the king's 
ears. 

The same accusations were laid against 
the Jews in Germany as in other countries, 
and led to the same persecutions. They 
were suspected of encouraging the incur- 
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sions of the hordes of Mongolian savages, 
who overran Europe about this period, 
and at Frankfort, Haguenau in Lower 
'Alsace, and at Munich, Wurtzburg, and 
Beme, many were massacred by the pop- 
ulace on the old charge of crucifying 
Christian children. 

Li Lithuania they lived in comparative 
security, under the equitable reign of 
Boleslas, but in 1267 the Council of 
Vienna imposed a heavy tax upon them, 
and ordered the demolition of a fine new 
synagogue. As the civil authorities did 
not carry out the arbitrary ecclesiastical 
acts, and the German princes even openly 
offered an asylum to fugitive Jews, the 
clergy at last threatened to excommuni- 
cate all who should show such toleration 
for the future. 

While the two rival emperors, Adolphus 
of Nassau and Albert of Austria, were 
struggling for the pre-eminence, a fanat- 
ical peasant, named Eaind Flaisch, gave 
out that he had been sent by Heaven to 
exterminate the Jews, and continued to 
instigate the people of Nuremburg, Rotten- 
burg, and other towns to massacre the 
Hebrew inhabitants. The Emperor Albert 
could not at first stop these enormities, 
lest the populace should side with his 
rivals ; but as soon as he was firmly estab- 
lished upon the throne, he compelled the 
inhabitants of Nuremburg to pay a heavy 
fine for the damage done to the town by 
fire during the disturbances. 

The Council of Vienna, convoked by the 
authority of Pope Clement V. against the 
Templars, issued some severe decrees 
against the Jewish usurers, and declared 
any one a heretic who should countenance 
them. These denunciations did not pre- 
vent M^nicho, bishop of Spires, from 
declaring that no one should persecute 
them in his diocese. 

The appearance of the Flagellants in 
the 14th century, was a frightful calamity 
to the Jews. The black plague had rav- 
aged Germany, and, as usual, the Jews 
were accused of being the authors. In the 
midst of the general excitement and mis- 
ery, bands of monks and peasants, raving 
mad, passed through Germany, with a 
crucifix at their hea4, and scourging their 
naked bodies as they went along till the 
blood streamed forth. This discipline, 
they averred, was to express their con- 
trition for the sins of the Christians of the 
age, the worst of which was harboring the 
Jews. 

This lunatic enthusiasm, the revival of 
the old charges of crucifying children, 
poisoning wells, and outraging the Host, 
and, still more, the rapacity of the mob 
which followed in the Flagellants' wake, 
ended in the murder and pillage of the 
unfortunate Hebrews atSpires,Strasbourg, 
Frankfort and other places. 



In Bohemia affairs were little better, and 
Venceslas the emperor, who had made 
himself odious by his vices, hoped to con- 
ciliate the people by the persecution of the 
Jews. He issued a proclamation releasing 
his Christian subjects from all debts 
which they had contracted to Jews, and 
this license led to excesses more horrible 
still. 

About the year 1434 the Council of 
Basle ordered all bishops to appoint spe- 
cial preachers for the instruction of the 
Jews in their dioceses, and to compel them 
by severe penalties to listen to the sermons. 
They were also prohibited from residing in 
the neighborhood of the churches, were 
obliged to wear a distinctive dress, and 
were cut off from all social intercourse 
with Christians. 

Louis X. Duke of Bavaria banished all 
Jews from his dominions, confiscated 
their property, and erected public build- 
ings with the proceeds. 

In the year 1499 they were finally ex- 
pelled from Nuremburg, ostensibly on the 
old accusations, but really because of 
their wealth and the hereditary hatred 
against them. 

The children of Israel were not them- 
selves without credulity and fanaticism, 
and in 1500 a certain David Leimlein, 
calling himself chief of the armies of 
Israel, predicted the speedy coming of the 
Messiah, and established himself at Lis- 
bon, where he and a young convert to 
Judaism soon became famous, the former 
for his fasting and other discipline, the 
latter for his learning and eloquence. So 
thoroughly did these impostors deceive 
their co-religionists, that, in anticipation 
of presently eating unleavened bread in 
Palestine, the Jews of Italy and Spain 
destroyed their ovens and gave themselves 
up to absurd excesses. At last the gov- 
ernment interfered, and both David and 
his disciple were thrown into prison where 
the latter was put to death. 

While the Jews suffered so many perse- 
cutions from clergy and laity, the popes 
themselves for the most part discounte- 
nanced such injustice, and set examples 
of toleration. Gregory the Great is a not- 
able instance. In the 11th century, Alex- 
ander II. opposed the bigotry of Ferdi- 
nand, and endeavored to moderate the 
mad fury of the Crusaders ; later on, Greg- 
ory IX., though himself a firm supporter 
of the Crusades, used the most stringent 
measures to protect the Jews from their 
violence. In his letters on the subject to 
Louis IX. of France, and other potentates, 
he denounced this religious fanaticism as 
a mere pretext for lawlessness and 
robbery. 

In 1247 Innocent IV. also raised his 
voice to protest against the persecution of 
the Hebrews. 
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The Jews of Trani, capital of the king- 
dom of Haples, had become rich and pow- 
erful, and the kii^, to recompense Uiem 
for some important aervicea, treated them 
with great consideratioii, and at his death 
specially recommended them to the favor 
of the state. Instead, however, of allow- 
ing them the free eiercise of their religion, 
the government began to use every effort 
to procure their conversion. 

in order, by seeming compliance, to 
avoid a persecution, the Jews prof eaaed 
themselves willing to embrace Christian- 
ity, provided they were allowed to con- 
tract marriages with the highest families 
in tlie kingdom. To their astonishment 
tlus offer was accepted, and they were 
obliged to hold to their bai^ain; and many, 
having succeeded in contracting advan- 
tageous alliances, were baptized, while 
those who failed to make snch matches 
quietly subsided back into Judaism. This 
aroused the anger of the clergy, and a 
certain monk of Trani succeeded, by reit- 
erating the old charges, lu raising the 
passions of the popi^ace, and brii^ng 
alnut a general massacre of the Jews. 

A similar attempt was made at Naples; 
but the nobles of Uiat city interfered, and 
offered an asylum to those Hebrews whose 
wealth or position exposed them more 
wirticularly to the fury of the mob. The 
Pope, Alexander IV., also interposed his 
authority on their behalf. 

In the 14tli ceutury, Clement V., who 
had established the seat of the Papacy at 
Avignon, protected the Jews from the > 
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fury of the fanatical "Shepherds;" he 
also labored strenuously to convert them 
by legitimate means, and establlHhed pro- 
fessors of Hebrew in the various univer- 

Jolin XXII., his successor, was less 
tolerant, but his zeal was directed rather 



against the literature than the persons of 
the Hebrews, and he destroyed all the 
copies of the Talmud upon winch he could, 
lay his hands. Presently he banished 
the Jews altogether from tie states of the 
Church; but the exilea havhig sought 
refuge at the court of the King of Naples, 
contrived to purchase the revocation of" 
the edict. 

Clement VI, also treated the Jews with. 
great humanity, and did tbem especial 



In 13»4 the Jews of Italy had attained 
such influence and prosperity that thejr 
were enabled to build a magnificent new 
synagogue at Bologna, the Pope, Boniface 
IX., lending his countenance to the luider- 
taking. 

Towards the commencement of the- 
fifteenth century Pope John XXIII. com- 
menced an active persecution of the Jews, 
inciting other governments to follow the 
same course. Under his successor, Nich— 



a certain Simon, said to have been massa^ 
cred by the Jews of Tretite 200 years 
before, the popular hatred again burst 
forth, and a massacre of the Israelites in 
Trente and Venice was the result. 

Those Jews whom persecution had 
driven from Spain and Portugal found a. 
ready asylum in Italy, The Christians 
of that country were Indeed kinder than 
their own co-religionists, for the Jewish 
authors themselves confessed that the He- 
brew Consistory of R u m e- 
offered a thousand ducats to 
the Pope (Alexander VI.} to 
refuse their brethren permis- 
sion to settle within his terri- 
tory. The pontiff indignantly 
rejected this selfish proposal, 
and even compelled the peti- 
tioners to make way for the 
, new-comers by quitting the 
, states themselves. The Con- 
'■ sistory were obliged to pay a, 
! heavy sum to purchase the 
E revocation of this decree. 
\ Many of the refugees from 
. Spain and Portugal fled to 
I Naples, where they were ex- 
' posed to the terrible cruelty 
of the Inquisition, and at last 
ventured to revolt. The vice- 
roy banished them from the 
kingdom, and shortly after 
declared the Holy Office to be 
no longer necessary. Charles V. in 1634 
approved of his viceroy's act, and refused 
to tolerate the presence of Jews in the 
kingdoms of Naples and Sicily. 

In 1539 the favor which the Jews en- 
joyed with the Pope, Paul III., so excited 
the jealousy of Uie Cardinal Sadolet that. 
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he Tentured upon & pnbllc remonstrantie, 
declaring that the entire patronage of all 
civil and ecclesiastical offices was lu the 
luuida of the Infidels; his prot«Bt, how- 
ever, had but littie effect. 

In the thirteenth century the position 
of the Jews in the East was changed con- 
siderably for the worse. En H&aiT li-dln 
ill<^, cuiph of Bagdad, issued a peremp- 
tory order that all Jews should embrace 
Hohammedaaism or quit the Babylonian 
territory. Many preferred exile, but a 
few submitted to make a verbal profession 
of the Uohammedan creed. In Palestine, 
although the wars between the Saracens 
and Crusaders had left the country in a 
very unquiet state, the Jews had contrived 
to maintain a foothold, and possesssed 
synagogues and schools, which produced 
many teamed rabbis. 

The Eastern Jews, particularly those of 
Babylon, suffered sererely hy the Tartar 
Invwlon, bat tbej enjoyed an interval of 



Shah Abbu. 

repose under Argonn Ehan,who appointed 
a Jewish physician named Saad-ed- 
Dauleh as his prime minister; but on the 
death of the prince, the Uosleme, jealous 
of the vizier's Influence and partiality for 
bis countrymen, accused him of having 
poisoned his master; on this chai^ be 
was put to death, and a general massacre 
of the Israelites followed. 



The irresistible march of Tamerlane 
through Asia swept away the prosperity of 
the Jews of Media and Persia, and when, 
a little later on, they began to recover 
themselves a little from these disasters, 
the appearance of Ismail Sufi, founder of 
the Sufiite dynasty of Persia, involred 
them in freah evils. The astounding 
rapidity of this prince's conquests induced 
the ever-credulous Hebrews to regard Iklm 
as the true Messiali, particularly as h« 
himself declared that he was a prophet 
sent to reform the Moslem faitb; they 
accordingly hastened to offer him dieir 
homage, but the monarch, who had con- 
ceived a violent aversion to the Jews, 
rejected their advances and treated them 
with exceptional rigor. 

Shah Abbas, on his accession to 
the throne of Persia, found the coun- 
try well-nigh depopulated, and to re- 
store, if possible, the prosperity of hia 
kingdom, ae accorded unusual privileges 
to all strangers who chose to settle 

The Jews were among the first to avail 
themselves of this offer; but their skill in 
commerce, and the subsequent rapid in- 
crease of their wealth, excited the jeal- 
ousy of the other inhabitants, who laid a 
complaint before theSliah. 

The monarch was unwilling to exercise 



length induced to''ofrer the He- 
orews a choice between Islamism and 
death. The edict was never carried into 
efEect, but the principal Jewish doctors 
were cited before the Sufi tribunal, and 
ordered to give an account of their belief. 
Their expectation of a Messiah was par- 
ticularly distasteful to a Moslem, who 
lield that Mohammed was "the seal of 
the prophets"; "but nevertheless," said 
the Shah, "fix now a time for the appear- 
anceof jrour Messiah, and I will tolerate 
yon until the fulfillment of such term; 
but if your long-expected Messiah again 
fail you, you must cither embrace the 
religion of Mohammed, or lose your goods, 
your children, and your lives." 

The poor rabbis, grateful at the chance 
thus afforded, fixed the period at seventy 
years, trusting that by that Ume the Shah 
would be dead, and that they might make 
better terms with his successor. Abbas 
exacted an exorbitant price for these years 
of respite, and a treaty was drawn np, 
and si^ed and registered by either party, 
in which the Jews of Persia were hound 
either to embrace Islamism or suffer death 
at the end of seventy years, unless the 
veritable Messiah should have appeared, 
in which case all Persia should become 
converted to Judaism, 

In the continual wars between the 
Persians and the Turks this strange con- 
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ventiou was foraottan, baton 

ot Shah Abbas IL the old treaty was dis- 
covered, and the Shah, aiii mated by 
mingled fanaticism and cupidity, instantly 
proceeded t« put it into force. In the 
dreadful persecution which followed some 
sought refuge among the Turks or in 
India, while others purchased safety by 
outward conformity to the Mohammedan 
religion. It was shortly discovered that 
the proselytes continued to practice their 
own religion in secret, and the Shah was 
ultimately induced to restore to them 
their ancient privileges. 

The Jews of Palestine during alt the 
revolutions which distracted that country 
enjoyed a comparative immunity, and the 
school of Safed, in Galilee, continued to 
flourish and produce many learned men. 



CHAPTER XT. 



In the Ottoman empire, and especially 
at Constantinople, the Jews were very 
numerous, and although regarded by the 
Turks with scorn and hatred they con- 
trived to acquire much wealth and influ- 
ence. Amoi^ the Jews of the Levant, in 
the middleof the seventeenth century, one 
of the most surprising movements on 
record took place. 

A certain youi^ man, named Sabbathai 
Levi, the son of a poulterer at Smyrna, 
had displayed so much aptitude for k'uni- 
jng Uiat at the age of eighti;en In- »as 
ijready ordained a rabbi. These eai'ly 
honors inflamed his am- 
bition, and he conceived 
a project for passing a!^ 
the Messiah; to this end 
he began to practice long 
and rigid fasts, and 
spent the greater portion 
ol his time in bathing 
in the sea; these morti- 
fications, his remarkable 
beauty, and his unusual 
eloquence gained for him 
a number of followers, ' 
and he was at length f 
bold eiiough to appear . 
in the synagogue and 
openly announce him- 
self as tlie son of David, ' 
even daring, in token of : 
his divine mission, to j 
pronounce the ineffable . 
name of Jehovah. 

The rabbis denounced i 
him as a sediljous blas- 
phemer, and he wa.s com- 
pelled to seek safe^ln 
flight to Salonl. This 



place soon became unsafe for liim, and he 
fled, aaocessively, to Egypt and Jerusalem, 
making on his way a convert of a certain 
Nathan Levi of Gaza, as clever and design- 
ing an imposter as himself, who henceforth 
Clayed the part of bia precursor. After a. 
mg residence in Jerusalem, he again 
uiged his pretensions, wa» once more 
driven out by the rabbis, and this time 
returned to his native city of Smyrna. 

Here the rabbis, as usual, denounced 
him; but the populace warmly espoused 
his cause. One Anakia, who was partic- 
ularly active in opposing him, happened 
that night to be overtaken by a sudden 
death, and the superstitious crowd at once 
attributed bis fate to the rejection of the 
Messiah; this, for him, lucky accident 
gave greater and more speedy currency to 
his pretensions than he himself could have 
hoped for, and in a short time he was 
strong enough to assume royal pomp, while 
the feme of his reputed miracles and 
prophecies went forth throughout the 

At length uotliing would please his 
deluded partisans, but that he should re- 
pair to Constantinople and confront the 
sultan in order by his presence to strike 
awe into the heart of that potentate. 
When he did arrive in the capital the 
sultan was absent, but sent instructions 
to the Grand Vizier to detain the impos- 
ter; Sabbathai was in consequence kept in 
a kind of honorable captivity in the castle 
of Sestos, whence he contiimed to issue 
manifestos, and sustain his rather difficult 

All went well, until one day he was 
imprudent enough to attempt to punish a 
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respectable but incredulous rabbi of Con- 
stantinople with death, for having re- 
mained unconvinced of his divine char- 
acter. The unbeliever sought the pro- 
tection of the Moslems, who barely saved 
him from the fury of Sabbathai's followers. 
The sultan, feeling, perhaps, that the 
afifair had gone quite far enough, peremp- 
torily summoned Sabbathai into his 
presence. 

The Grand Seigneur expressed his 
determination of testing his prisoner's 
miraculous powers by shooting three 
poisoned arrows at him, promising that if 
he proved invulnerable he would himself 
acknowledge his title; if he refused to 
submit to this ordeal there was still left 
him the alternative of death or Islamism. 
The wretched creature uttery lost his 
presence of mind, and without hesitation 
embraced the Mohammedan faith. The 
sultan bestowed upon him a dress of 
honor, the title of Capidji Basha, and dis- 
missed him. 

Strange to say, even this defection did 
not end the delusion, and he had still 
impudence and address enough to devise 
an excuse for his conduct, and so well did 
he succeed that even atfter his death, 
which was caused by colic in the year 
1676, his sect numbered a large amount of 
followers. 

Various imposters have from time to 
time attempted to revive the delusion, 
but none with so much success as one 
Franck, who, in the middle of the last 
century, appeared in Germany, where the 
credulity of his brethren in sil parts of 
the world supplied him with the means of 
living in Oriental pomp and magnifi- 
cence. 

Egypt has ever been a favorite residence 
with the Jews, but in 1524 the Hebrew 
community in that country experienced a 
rude interruption to their long pros- 
perity. The governor of Egypt, having 
revolted against the Sultan Suleiman II., 
imposed a heavy tax upon the Jews, which 
they declared themselves unable to pay, as 
his soldiers had already pillaged their 
houses and property. The governor in a 
rage ordered the instant seizure of all the 
Jews in the kingdom, but a conspiracy 
which opportunely broke out against his 
life at this period saved them from fur- 
ther evils. Since that time they have 
been very numerous in the country, espe- 
cially in Cairo, where a large portion of 
the commerce, and especially the banking, 
is in their hands. 

In Morocco, Tunis, and Algeria, they 
have also been always numerous, for, be- 
ing well received by the Mohammedan 
governments of Africa, those countries 
became a natural refuge when driven from 
Spain and Portugal. 

At the commencement of the 16th cen- 



tury the Bishop of Cologne banished the 
Jews from his diocese, being supported in 
this arbitrary measure by a convert from 
Judaism, named Victor & Carb^. Not 
long after another convert named Pf epfer- 
corn, counselled the Emporor Maxmilian 
to destroy all the Jewish books, and 
would probably have obtained his desire 
had not one Reuchlin protested. 

The matter was ultimately referred to 
the Pope ; and Hochstrat, a creature of the 
Inquisition, attempted by 'bribes and 
threats of schism to influence the decision 
of the pontiff. Reuchlin was, however, 
successful, and when taunted and threat- 
ened by the monks for his share in the 
transaction, he answered, '' that Martin 
Luther, whose party was already making 
headway in Germany, would soon give 
them too much trouble to leave them time 
to occupy themselves with the Jews." 

The Reformation, gave a curious im- 
pulse to Jewish learning throughout Ger- 
many, for as the Protestant theologians 
constantly quoted rabbinical and other 
authorities, the Catholic priests and monks 
were obliged to study the same subjects in 
order to refute them, and the Jews, seeing 
the request into which their sacred lan- 
guage was coming, began to publish 
grammars and dictionaries, and to advance 
their own religion. The Reformation 
wrought wonders for the Jews, as the 
people, when once freed from the tram- 
mels of bigotry and superstition which the 
Romish clergy had imposed upon them, 
ceased to lend credence to the false 
charges so often brought against the 
devoted race with fatal effect ; but against 
Luther himself the Jews entertained a 
strong aversion, as he prevented certain 
Christian princes from receiving them 
into their territories. 

In Poland, as early as the beginning of 
the fourteenth century, the Jews enjoyed 
perfect liberty of conscience, their pros- 
perous condition being due to the influence 
of a beautiful Jewess named Esther, who 
lived as mistress with Casimere the Great. 
Even when fanaticism banished the 
Reformers from Poland the Jews were 
unmolested in the enjoyment of their 
wealth, and in the possession of their 
magnificent synagogues and schools. John 
Sobieski extended unwonted favor towards 
them, but his successor was induced by 
the clergy to put in force an old law of 
Sigismund I. , debarring them from many 
of their privileges. 

But the Slavonic Jews were not exempt 
entirely from persecution ; those of Cracow 
and Posen were from time to time exposed 
to the violence of the populace on the old 
charges, and such outbreaks have occurred 
at intervals even as late as 1811. 

About the year 1660 the Jews obtained 
permission to build a magnificent syna- 



106 



MODERN HISTORY. 



submitting to baptism, but returned at the 
first opportunity to their ancient faith. 

In 1321 a still more dreadful calamity 
overtook the fated race. Now the same 
madness as that during the captivity of 
St. Louis, took possession of the peasantry, 
and the agricultural population, with a 
priest and a monk at their head, forsook 
the fields, and marched vaguely against 
the Saracens. In every district through 
which they passed they were joined by 
their fellows, until the vast number of 
undisciplined fanatics thoroughly alarmed 
tJie government. Of course they soon 
began to suffer from want, and every town 
and village through which they passed 
was laid under contribution by them. 
Royal authority and Papal anathema were 
alike powerless, and they marched wher- 
ever the two imposters who led them chose 
to go. 

At length the usual catastrophe came : 
the fanaticism of some, the rapacity of 
others, the hate and fury of all, were 
turned upon the defenceless Jews, who 
were massacred with the most frightful 
cruelties. In 1348 a second pestilence 
broke out, and precisely the same results 
followed. 

Ten years afterwards a pestilence broke 
out in France, and the unreasoning peo- 
ple accused the Jews of being the authors, 
by conspiring with the lepers to poison 
ttie wells and rivers of the country. 

There does not appear to have been the 
least shadow of a foundation for this 
absurd charge, but a few lepers were 
arrested and put to the torture, and as 
soon as the inquisitors had succeeded in 
wresting the answer they required from 
some shrieking victim on the rack, the 
case was considered proved. 

The entire Jewish community was con- 
demned on this conclusive evidence, and 
the massacres began, followed, of course, 
by the confiscation of the victims' prop- 
erty. At Paris fewer were put to death, 
but the richest Hebrews were thrown into 
prison until they had given up their treas- 
ures to the king, who gained 150,000 livres 
by the transaction. 

It is a curious fact that we owe one of 
the most important instruments of modern 
commerce to these constant persecutions. 
The Jews soon found that the main motive 
of the Christian princes in banishing or 
otherwise persecuting them was to obtain 
possession of their wealth, and they ac- 
cordingly began to devise means to prevent 
this result. When Philip the Tall, follow- 
ing up the excesses of the Shepherds, 
drove the Jews from France, a great num- 
ber of them entrusted their effects to 
various persons and escaped to Lombardy. 
Here they continued to raise money upon 
the property which they had left behind, 
giving orders upon their trustees as secu- 



rity. Thus arose the system of letters of 
credit, the essence of modem banking, 
and to the present day the name of Lom- 
bard Street in the City of London, the 
well-known bankers' quarter, bears testi- 
mony to the origin of the custom. 

This ingenious device proved of eminent 
service to the inventors ; for in 1360, when 
France had been reduced, by the misman- 
agement of its own governors and the 
conquests of the English, to a hopeless 
state of bankruptcy, and the king, John, 
was in captivity, the Jews were able to 
dictate terms to the regent, and purchase 
the right to return and exercise compara- 
tive liberty of conscience. 

Charles VI. at first treated them with 
greater humanity and consideration, but 
the wretched monarch was a prey to a 
disordered mind, a mere tool in the 
hands of his confessor, who induced him 
to consent to an edict banishing them 
from the kingdom. This time, however, 
they were allowed some little time to col- 
lect their debts and wind up their affairs, 
and although some of the.old charges were 
brought against them, their lives and 
property were comparatively un assailed. 
They left the French frontier in the month 
of November, not to return again for 
many years. 

A few years before 1380 a serious calam- 
ity had overtaken them in Lombardy, 
their great banking centre. The populace 
rose against them, and burnt the houses 
of the principal merchants, thus destroy- 
ing their securities and pledges of prop- 
er^. 

Here the government, though too feeble 
to punish the offenders, stepped in, and 
they were released from all obligations to 
those who had pawned property with 
them upon their making oath that the 
goods had been destroyed in the popular 
tumults. 

The Jews in Spain during the Middle 
Ages were, if possible, worse treated than 
in the other countries of Europe. 

At the beginning of the thirteenth cen- 
tury the Bishop of Toledo incited the 
populace to plunder the houses and syna- 
gogues of the Jews, and himself in person 
directed the lawless operations of the 
crowd. 

In 1212 the Crusaders passed by Toledo 
and perpetrated their usual atrocities. 
The Spanish nobility interfered to put a 
stop to the carnage, but without avail. 

Under James I. they had a respite from 
these cruelties. Raymond of Pennaforte, 
General of the Dominicans, confessor and 
minister of the King and the Pope, used 
his utmost endeavors to bring about their 
conversion, but with a liberality, rare in a 
priest of the time, he adopted toleration 
and education to effect his purpose. 

Alphonso of Castille protected the Jews, 
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und being himself a great lover of science, 
encouraged the learned rabbis to translate 
for him the works of the Arabic astron- 
omers and philosophers, paying them 
handsomely for their services. The pop- 
ulace, intolerant of this favor, rose up, 
and on a perfectly unfounded accusation 
of murder brought up against one of the 
number, commenced a general massacre 
of the Jews throughout Spain. 

James I., king of Arragon, also afforded 
his countenance and protection to the 
learned rabbis ; and the favor which they 
thus enjoyed with the nobles compensated 
to some extent for the indignity and scorn 
heaped upon them by the common 
people. 

In 1320 a portion of that band of Shep- 
herds who had committed such ravages in 
France found their way to Spain, where 
their course was signalized by the same 
cruelties. By a strange perverseness of 
judgment the Spaniards accused the Jews 
of having, by means of sorcery, brought 
this plague upon the country; and the 
wretched Israelites, who suffered most 
severely from the fanatical rabble, were 
punished by law. Fifteen thousand, who 
refused to submit to baptism, were put to 
a cruel death. 

Alphonso XI. of Castille fully recog- 
nized the worth and usefulness of his 
Jewish subjects, and commenced his reign 
by showing them so much favor that a 
Jew named Joseph became his treasurer 
and financial secretary. But he also 
yielded to the inveterate prejudices of his 
subjects ; and on a report that a Jewish 
child had insulted the Holy Sacrament at 
a certain place, a solemn council was held, 
and the question discussed, whether a sen- 
tence of death or banishment should be 
pronounced against the entire Jewish 
race. 

In 1396, during the reign of Henry III., 
Martin, bishop of Astigy, by his denuncia- 
tions of the Jews in the streets of Cordova 
and Seville, aroused such a spirit of fanat- 
icism, that the populace of those two cities 
rose up and massacred the Jews wiUiout 
mercy; and the same blood-thirsty fever 
extended itself to Toledo, Valencia, and 
Barcelona. John, the successor of Henry 
III., encouraged a continuation of this 
violence. 

In the beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
tury the Anti-Pope Benedict XIII., then 
residing at Arragon, evinced great zeal for 
the conversion of the Jews. In order to 
carry out his design he proposed a con- 
ference between the most learned rabbis 
of Spain and the Christian doctors. The 
Rabbi Vidal was chosen advocate of the 
Jews, and one Jerome of Santa F^, a con- 
verted Jew, defended the Christian cause. 

The Christian records say that Jerome 
triumphed signally; the Jewish annals 



say that their rabbis departed "not with- 
out glory " from the encounter. All that 
we know for certain is, that a number of 
Jews embraced Christianity, and that 
Benedict ordered all the extant copies of 
the Talmud to be collected and burnt. 
This decree, as well as another against 
Jewish usury, was annulled when the 
exiled anti-pope's authority came to an 
end little more than a year afterwards. 

About this period a certain Vincent 
Ferrer made himself conspicuous by his 
zeal for the conversion of the Jews, which, 
according to his ** Legend," he effected 
by the exercise of miraculous powers. As 
many as 25,000 are said to have yielded to 
his persuasive eloquence and that of the 
Christian crowds which it stirred up. 

The kingdoms of Arragon and Castille 
were at last blended by the union of Fer- 
dinand and Isabella, and the whole of 
Spain became one monarchy. These sov- 
ereigns introduced the Inquisition into 
the country ; it was established with the 
avowed object of preventing such Jews 
and Moors as had been converted to 
Christianity from relapsing into their old 
religion. The queen' s confessor, a Domin- 
ican friar, persuaded her that this falling 
off of converts was an injury to the cause 
of religion, and Isabella induced her hus- 
band to sanction the dreadful tribunal. 

The whole history of the world scarcely 
presents so horrible a picture as this so- 
called Christian court. The Pope issued 
a bull, giving it the sanction of the church, 
and at once all law, authority, humanity 
and justice were subjugated to the will of 
a few raving, arrogant monks. Persons 
suspected of heresy, Judaism, or even 
lukewarm Christianity, were either burnt 
alive, or condemned to perpetual impris- 
onment in loathsome dungeons ; while the 
most excruciating tortures were employed 
to exact confession from the accused. 

The spies of the Inquisition lurked 
everywhere, listening even to the most 
careless conversation, and a chance word, 
which could by any pretence be wrested 
into an heretical expression, was punished 
with death. People were forced to betray 
their dearest friends ; for not to denounce 
a suspected heretic was to expose one's 
self to the same punishment. 

The prime mover in these atrocities, and 
the head of the so-called Holy Office for 
many years, was Thomas de Torquemada, 
a Dominican, and it is computed that this 
ruffian caused 8,000 people to be put to 
death, and 90,000 to perpetual imprison- 
ment during his term of office. 

One strange feature in these dreadful 
persecutions is, that a large number of 
Jews, nominally converted, but in secret 
true Hebrews, held high office both in the 
Church and State, and were even found 
amongst the judges of the Holy Office 
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itself. No doubt the number of Christians 
who thus perished on the charge of heresy, 
to satisfy Jewish hatred, equalled that of 
the real Jews whom the Holy Office con- 
demned to suffer for their religion. 

For some time the horrors of the Inqui- 
sition affected only the professed Chris- 
tians; in 1492, after the conquest of the 
Moors and their expulsion from their last 
stronghold, Granada, came the turn of 
the Jews themselves. 

An edict was issued commanding them 
all to embrace Christianity, or leave the 
kingdom within four months. The Jews 
endeavored to induce the king, by a bribe 
of 90,000 ducats, to alter his decision. But 
while Ferdinand hesitated to decide, the 
queen made a sneering speech against 
them, while Torquemada boldly advanced, 
and, with crucifix raised in the air, 
shouted: *' Behold Him whom Judas sold 
for thirty pieces of silver. Sell ye Him 
now for a higher price, and render an 
account of your bargain before God I * * The 
superstitious sovereign bowed to the will 
of the church. 

This forced exodus of the Jews was 
attended with the usual cruelties and 
hardships. No less than a million souls 
were, without warning or preparation, 
deprived of homes and property, and 
thrown destitute upon the world — where 
every people hated and despised them. 

Many of the poor exiles perished by 
shipwreck, others died of the plague which 
broke out amongst them. Some reached 
Fez in Africa, but the inhabitants refusing 
to admit them they were starved to 
death outside the town. Some, again, 
reached Genoa; this town was at the time 
suffering from a scarcity of provisions, and 
when the famished Jews sought for shel- 
ter and food the Genoese refused both, 
except on th.e condition of their inmiedi- 
alely embracing the Christian faith. The 
poor wretches who had given all that they 
held dear to preserve their ancient religion, 
thus found their sacrifice at last of no 
avail, and yielding to the pangs of 
hunger consented to be baptized. 

How divine must be that Christianity 
which could survive such horrors as were 
perpetrated in its name I 

King Ferdinand did not reap so much 
benefit as he had looked for by his tyran- 
nical measure, for the facilities which the 
Jews possessed of removing their wealth 
to other countries by the system of letters 
of credit, thwarted him of the greater 
portion of his expected booty. His short- 
sighted policy was strongly reprobated by 
many of tlie other European powers, and 
the Pope himself, Alexander VI., offered 
an asylum to many of the exiles. 

Portugal was naturally a tempting 
region for those whom Spain thrust forth, 
especially as the king, John II., had 



already shown signs of toleration and 
enlightenment by employing Jews on im- 
portant geographical missions, and his 
navigators had been materially assisted 
by them in their voyages of discovery to 
the East Indies. 

He was not, however, proof against 
cupidity, and only allowed the fugitives to 
enter his dominions on condition of their 
paying an exorbitant poll-tax and undei^- 
taking to quit the country after a certain 
time, promising then to furnish them with 
vessels for their safe-conduct ; but,althougli 
the king may have acted in good faith, his 
subjects disregarded his commands, and 
many who embarked on board Portuguese 
vessels threw themselves into the sea 
rather than suffer the horrible indignities 
and persecutions to which the soldiers sub- 
jected them. Their compatriots, taking 
warning at their fate, preferred staying in 
the country, althougn they knew that Siey 
must be sold into slavery. 

Emmanuel II., his successor, at first 
treated them with humanitv and consider- 
ation. Unfortunately for them he desired 
to espouse the daughter of Ferdinand and 
Isabella^ and the bigoted queen would not 
hear oi a son-in-law who suffered the 
*^ Enemies of God " to remain in his king- 
dom. 

A day was therefore appointed for their 
departure; but the king secretly ordered 
all the Jewish children under fourteen 
years of age to be seized, dispersed through 
the country and brought up as Christians. 
The secret transpired before the day 
named, and was hurriedly put into execn- 
tion lest the parents should conceal their 
children. A most harrowing scene then 
took place, and mothers threw their chil- 
dren into wells and rivers rather than see 
them torn from their arms to be brought 
up in a strange faith, and amidst a strange 
people. 

Even this was not the end of their 
troubles, for Emmanuel suddenly refused 
to allow them to embark at two of the 
ports named, and the consequence was 
that a great number were thrown back on 
Lisbon, and thus made to break their 
contract and become amenable to the law. 
Of these, some were shipped off as slaves, 
while others consented to be baptized, on 
condition that the government should 
restore their children and let them remain 
in peace for twenty years. But before 
half that time had elapsed, the populace 
had seized upon some trifling pretext to 
rise and murder most of titie converts. 
The ringleaders were punished for this 
outrage when the affair came to the king's 
ears. 

The same accusations were laid against 
the Jews in Grermany as in other countries, 
and led to the same persecutions. They 
were suspected of encouraging the incur- 
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sions of the hordes of Mongolian savages, 
who overran Europe about this period, 
and at Frankfort, Haguenau in Lower 
'Alsace, and at Munich, Wurtzburg, and 
Berne, many were massacred by the pop- 
ulace on the old charge of crucifying 
Christian children. 

In Lithuania they lived in comparative 
security, under the equitable reign of 
Boleslas, but in 1267 the Council of 
Vienna imposed a heavy tax upon them, 
and ordered the demolition of a fine new 
synagogue. As the civil authorities did 
not carry out the arbitrary ecclesiastical 
acts, and the German princes even openly 
offered an asylum to fugitive Jews, the 
clergy at last threatened to excommuni- 
cate all who should show such toleration 
for the future. 

While the two rival emperors, Adolphus 
of Nassau and Albert of Austria, were 
struggling for the pre-eminence, a fanat- 
ical peasant, named Raitid Flaisch, gave 
out that he had been sent by Heaven to 
exterminate the Jews, and continued to 
instigate the people of Nuremburg, Rotten- 
burg, and other towns to massacre the 
Hebrew inhabitants. The Emperor Albert 
could not at first stop these enormities, 
lest the populace should side with his 
rivals ; but as soon as he was firmly estal)- 
lished upon the throne, he compelled the 
inhabitants of Nuremburg to pay a heavy 
fine for the damage done to the town by 
fire during the disturbances. 

The Council of Vienna, convoked by the 
authority of Pope Clement V. against the 
Templars, issued some severe decrees 
against the Jewish usurers, and declared 
any one a heretic who should countenance 
them. These denunciations did not pre- 
vent M^nicho, bishop of Spires, from 
declaring that no one should persecute 
them in his diocese. 

The appearance of the Flagellants in 
the 14th century, was a frightful calamity 
to the Jews. The black plague had rav- 
aged Germany, and, as usual, the Jews 
were accused of being the authors. In the 
midst of the general excitement and mis- 
ery, bands of monks and peasants, raving 
mad, passed through Germany, with a 
crucifix at their head, and scourging their 
naked bodies as they went along till the 
blood streamed forth. This discipline, 
they averred, was to express their con- 
trition for the sins of the Christians of the 
age, the worst of which was harboring the 
Jews. 

This lunatic enthusiasm, the revival of 
the old charges of crucifying children, 
poisoning wells, and outraginc: the Host, 
and, still more, the rapacity of the mob 
which followed in the Flagellants' wake, 
ended in the murder and pillage of the 
unfortunate Hebrews atSpires,Strasbourg, 
Frankfort and other places. 



In Bohemia affairs were little better, and 
Venceslas the emperor, who had made 
himself odious by his vices, hoped to con- 
ciliate the people by the persecution of the 
Jews. He issued a proclamation releasing 
his Christian subjects from all debts 
which they had contracted to Jews, and 
this license led to excesses more horrible 
still. 

About the year 1434 the Council of 
Basle ordered all bishops to appoint spe- 
cial preachers for the instruction of the 
Jews in their dioceses, and to compel them 
by severe penalties to listen to the sermons. 
They were also prohibited from residing in 
the neighborhood of the churches, were 
obliged to wear a distinctive dress, and 
were cut off from all social intercourse 
with Christians. 

Louis X. Duke of Bavaria banished all 
Jews from his dominions, confiscated 
their property, and erected public build- 
ings with the proceeds. 

In the year 1499 they were finally ex- 
pelled from Nuremburg, ostensibly on the 
old accusations, but really because of 
their wealth and the hereditary hatred 
against them. 

The children of Israel were not them- 
selves without credulity and fanaticism, 
and in 1500 a certain David Leimlein, 
calling himself chief of the armies of 
Israel, predicted the speedy coming of the 
Messiah, and established himself at Lis- 
bon, where he and a young convert to 
.fudaism soon became famous, the former 
for his fasting and other discipline, the 
latter for his learning and eloquence. So 
thoroughly did these impostors deceive 
their co-religionists, that, in anticipation 
of presently eating unleavened bread in 
Palestine, the Jews of Italy and Spain 
destroyed their ovens and gave themselves 
up to absurd excesses. At last the gov- 
ernment interfered, and both David and 
his disciple were thrown into prison where 
the latter was put to death. 

While the Jews suffered so many perse- 
cutions from clergy and laity, the popes 
themselves for the most part discounte- 
nanced such injustice, and set examples 
of toleration. Gregory the Great is a not- 
able instance. In the 11th century, Alex- 
ander II. opposed the bigotry of Ferdi- 
nand, and endeavored to moderate the 
mad fury of the Crusaders ; later on, Greg- 
ory IX., though himself a firm supporter 
of the Crusades, used the most stringent 
measures to protect the Jews from their 
violence. In his letters on the subject to 
Louis IX. of France, and other potentates, 
he denounced this religious fanaticism as 
a mere pretext for lawlessness and 
robbery. 

In 1247 Innocent IV. also raised his 
voice to protest against the persecution of 
the Hebrews. 
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The Jews of Trani, c&pital of the king- 
dom of Naples, had become rich and pow- 
erful, and the king, to recompense them 
for aome important services, treated them 
witb great consideration, and at his death 
specially recommended them to the favor 
of the state. Instead, however, of allow- 
ing them the free exercise of their religion, 
the government began to use every eSort 

In order, by seeming compliance, to 
avoid a p^«ecution, the Jews professed 
themselves wilting to embrace Christian- 
ity, provided they were allowed to con- 
tract marriages witlt the highest families 
in the kingdom. To their astonishment 
this offer was accepted, and they were 
obliged to hold to tlielr bargain; and many, 
having succeeded in contracting advan- 
tageous alliances, were baptized, wliile 
those who failed to make such matches 
quietly subsided back into Judaism. Thia 
aroused the anger of the clergy, and a 
certain monk of Trani succeeded, by reit- 
erating the old charges, in raising the 
passions of the populace, and bringing 
about a general massacre of the Jews. 

A similar attempt was made at Naples; 
but the nobles of that city interfered, and 
oSered an asylum to those Hebrews whose 
weallli or position exposed them more 

Cicularly to the fury of the mob. The 
. s, Alexander lY., also interposed his 
authority on their behalf. 

In the 14th century, Clement Y., who 
had established the seat of the Papacy at 
Avignon, protected the Jews from the 



fury of the fanatical "Shepherds;" he 
also labored strenuously to convert Hkem 
bj Intimate means, and established pro- 
fessors of Hebrew in the various univer- 

John XXII,, his successor, was less 
tolerant, but his zeal was directed rather 



against the literature than the persons of 
the Hebrews, and he destroyed all the 
copies of the Talmud upon which he could 
lay his iiaiids. Presently he banished 
the Jews altogether from lie states of the 
Church; but the exiles having sought 
refuge at the court of the King of Na^S, 
contrived to purchase the revocation of 
tbe edict. 

Clement VI. also treated the Jews witi 
great humanity, and did them especial 
service by shielding them from the vio- 
lence of the Holy Office. 

In ISM the Jews of Italy had attained 
such influence and prosperity that they 
were enabled to build a magnificent new 
synagogue at Bologna, the Pope, Boniface 
IX,, lending his countenance to Uie under- 
taking. 

Towards the commencement of the- 
fifteenth century Pope John XXIII. com- 
menced an active persecution of the Jews, 
inciting other governments to follow the 
same course. Under his successor, Nich- 
olas v., their lot was slightly ameliorated, 
but in 1472 SextuB lY., having canonized 
a certiUn Simon, said to have been massa- 
cred by the Jews of Trente 200 years 
before, the popular hatred again burst 
forth, and a massacre of tite Israelites in 
Trenle and Venice was the result. 

Tliose Jews whom persecution had 
driven from Spain and Portugal found a 
ready asylum in Italy. The Christians 
of that country were indeed kinder than 
their own co-religionists, for the Jewish 
authors themselves confessed that the He- 
brew Consistory of K o m e- 
offered a thousand ducats to 
the Pope (Alexander YI.) to 
refuse their brethren permis- 
sion to settle within his terri- 
tory. The pontiff indignantly 
rejected this selfish proposal, 
and even compelled the peti~ 
tioners to make way for the 
, new-comers by quitting the 
. states themselves. The Con- 
sistory were obliged to pay a 
^ lieavy sum to purchase the 
I revocation of this decree. 
I Many of the refugees from 
. Spain and Portugal fled to 
Naples, where they were ex- 
■ posed to the terrible cruelty 
of the Inquisition, and at last 
ventured to revolt. The vice- 
roy banished them from the 
kingdom, and shortly after 
declared the Holy Office to be 
no longer necessary. Charles V. in 1534 
approved of his viceroy's act, and refused 
to tolerate the presence of Jews in the 
kingdoms of Naples and Sicily. 

In 1539 the favor which the Jews en- 
joyed with the Pope, Paul III., so excited 
the jealousy of the Cardinal Sadolet that. 
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he ventured upon & public mnonstrance, 
declaring that the entire patronage of all 
civil and ecclesiastical offices was in the 
hands of tlie infidels; his protest, how- 
ever, had but little effect. 

In the thirteenth century the position 
of the Jews in the East was chanced 

Biderably for the worse. En Nasir 11 

illah, caliph of Bagdad, issued a peremp- 
tory order that all Jews should embrace 
Moliainmedaniam or quit the Babylonii 
territory. Many preferred exile, but 
few sabniitUil to make averbal profession 
of the Mohammedan creed. In Paleatiiie, 
although the wars between the Saracens 
and Crusaders had left the country in a 
very unquiet slate, the Jews had contrived 
to maintain a foothold, and possessaed 
synagogues and schools, which produced 
many learned rabbis. 

The Eaatarn Jews, particularly those of 
Babylon, suffered severely by the Tartar 
invasion, but they enjoyed an interval of 



repose under Argoun Khan, who appointed 
a Jewish physician named S^d - ed- 
Dauleh as his prime minister; but on the 
death of the prince, the Moslems, jealous 
of the vizier's influence and partiality for 
his countrymen, accused him of having 
poisoned his master; on this charge he 

was put to death, and a general 

of the Israelit«s followed. 



I The irresistible march of Tamerlane 
through Asia swept away the prosperity of 
the Jews of Media and Persia, and when, 
a little later on, they b^an to recover 
themselves a little from tliese disasters, 
the appearance of Ismail Sufi, founder of 
the Sufiite dynasty of Persia, involved 
them in fresh evils. The astounding 
rapidity of this prince' s conquests induced 
the ever-credulous Hebrews to regard him 
as the true Messiah, particularly as he 
himself declared that he was a prophet 
sent to reform the Moslem faith; they 
accordingly hastened to oSer him their 
homage, but the monarch, who had con- 
ceived a violent aversion to the Jews, 
rejected their advances and treated them 
with exceptional rigor. 

Shah Abbas, on his accesaion to 
the throne of Persia, found the coun- 
try well-nigh depopulated, and to re- 
store, if possible, the prosperity of his 
kingdom, he accorded unusual privileges 
to ail strangers who chose to settle 

The Jews were among the first to avail 
themselves of this offer ; but their skill in 
commerce, and the subsequent rapid in- 
crease of their wealth, excited the jeal- 
ousy of the other inhabitants, who laid a 
complajnt before theSliah. 

The monarch was unwilling to exercise 
a severity which might prove fatal to his 
policy of encouraging emigrants; but he 
wafl at length induced to offer the He- 
brews a choice between Islamism and 
death. The edict was never carried into 
effect, but the principal Jewi^ doctors 
were cited before the Sufl tribunal, and 
ordered to give an account of their belief. 
Their espectatlon of a Messiah was par- 
ticularly distasteful to a Moslem, who 
held that Mohammed was " the seal of 
the prophets " ; "but nevertheless," said 
the Shah, " fix now a time for Uie appear- 
iof your Messiah, and I will tolerate 
until the fulfllJment of such term; 
if your long-expected Messiah again 
^ou, you must either embrace the 
religion of Mohammed, or lose your goods, 
your children, and your lives." 

The poor rabbis, grateful at the chance 
Lus afforded, fixed the period at seventy 
years, trustina that by that time the Shah 
would be dead, and that they might make 
better terms with his successor. Abbas 
exacted an exorbitant price for these years 
'espile, and a treaty was drawn up, 
and ai^ed and r^stered by either party, 
in which the Jews of Persia were bound 
either to embrace Islamism or sulfer death 
at the end of seventy years, unless the 
veritable Messiah should have appeared, 
in which case all Persia should become 
convened to Judaism 

In the continual wars l>etween the 
Persians and the Turks this strange con- 
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ventionwas forsottea, but on the accession 
of Shah Abbas IX the old treaty was dis- 
covered, and the Shah, ammat«<l by 
mingled fauatlciBm and cupidity, instantly 
proceeded to put it into force. In the 
dreadful persecution which followed some 
sought refuge among the Turks or in 
India, while others purchased safety by 
outward conformity to the Mohammedan 
religion. It was shortly discovered that 
the proselytes continued to practice their 
own religion in secret, and the Shah was 
ultimately induced to restore to them 
their ancient privileges. 

The Jews of Palestine during all the 
revolutions which distracted that country 
enjoyed a comparative immunity, and the 
school of Safed, In Galilee, continued to 
flourish and produce many learned men. 



CHAPTER XV. 



1m the Ottoman empire, and especially 
at Constantinople, the Jews were very 
numerous, and although regarded by the 
Turks with scorn and hatred they con- 
trived to acquire much wealth and influ- 
ence. Among the Jews of the Levant, in 
the middle of the seventeenth century, one 
of the moat surprising movements on 
record took place. 

A certain young man, named Sabbathal 
Levi, the son of a poulterer at Smyrna, 
had displayed so much aptitude foi' loiini- 
ing that at the age of eiglitL-eii he wna 
already ordained a rabbi. These oiii-ly 
honors inflamed his am- 
bldon, and he conceived 
a project for passing as 
the Messiah; to this end 
he began to practice long 
and rigid fasts, and 
spent the greater portion 
of his time in bathing 
in the sea ; these morti- 
flcations, bis remarkable 
beauty, and !iis unusual 
eloquencegainedforhlm 
a number of followers, " 
and he was at length ! 
bold enough to appear '. 
in the synagi^e and 
openly announce him- 
self as the son of David, ' 
even daring, in token of ] 
his divine mission^ to , 
pronounce the ineftable . 
name of Jehovah. ■ 

The rabbis denounced < 
him as a sediUous blas- 
phemer, and he waa com- 
SjUed to seek safety in 
Ight to Saloni. This 



place soon became unsafe for him, and he 

fled, Bucceasively, to Egypt and Jerusalem, 
making on his way a convert of a certain 
Nathan Levi of Gaza, as clever and design- 
ing an imposter as himself, who henceforth 
played the part of his precursor. Afl«r a 
long residence in Jerusalem, he again 
urged his pretensions, was once more 
driven out b^ the rabbis, and this lime 
returned to his native city of Smyrna. 

Here the rabbis, as usual, denounced 
him; but the populace warmly espoused 
his cause. One Anakia, who was partic- 
ularly active in opposing him, happened 
that n^ht to be overtaken by a sudden 
death, and the superstitious crowd at once 
attributed his fate to the rejection of the 
Messiah; this, for him, luciy accident 
gave greater and more speedy currency to 
his pretensions than he himself could have 
hoped for, and in a short time he was 



prophecies went forth throughout the 

At length nothing would please bis 
deluded partisans, but that he should re- 
pair to Constantinople and confront the 
sultan in order by his presence to strike 
awe into the heart of that pot«ntatt. 
When he did arrive in the capital the 
sultan was absent, but sent instructions 
to the Grand Vizier to detain the impos- 
ter; Sabbathal was In consequence kept m 
a kind of honorable captivity in the castle 
of Sestos, whence he continued to issue 
manifestos, and stistain his rather difficult 

All went well, until one day he was 
Imprudent enough to attempt to punish a 
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respectable bat incredulous rabbi of Con- 
stantinople with death, for having re- 
mained unconvinced of his divine char- 
acter. The unbeliever sought the pro- 
tection of the Moslems, who barely saved 
him from the fury of Sabbathai's followers. 
The sultan, feeling, perhaps, that the 
^air had gone quite far enough, peremp- 
torily summoned Sabbathai into his 
presence. 

The Grand Seigneur expressed his 
determination of testing his prisoner's 
miraculous powers by shooting three 
poisoned arrows at him, promising that if 
he proved invulnerable he would himself 
acknowledge his title; if he refused to 
submit to this ordeal there was still left 
him the alternative of death or Islamism. 
The wretched creature uttery lost his 
presence of mind, and without hesitation 
embraced the Mohammedan faith. The 
sultan bestowed upon him a dress of 
honor, the title of Capidji Basha, and dis- 
missed him. 

Strange to say, even this defection did 
not end the delusion, and he had still 
impudence and address enough to devise 
an excuse for his conduct, and so well did 
he succeed that even after his death, 
which was caused by colic in the year 
1676, his sect numbered a large amount of 
followers. 

Various imposters have from time to 
time attempted to revive the delusion, 
but none with so much success as one 
Franck, who, in the middle of the last 
century, appeared in Germany, where the 
credulity of his brethren in all parts of 
the world supplied him with the means of 
living in Oriental pomp and magnifi- 
cence. 

Egypt has ever been a favorite residence 
with the Jews, but in 1524 the Hebrew 
community in that country experienced a 
rude interruption to their long pros- 
perity. The governor of Egypt, having 
revolted against the Sultan Suleiman II., 
imposed a heavy tax upon the Jews, which 
they declared themselves unable to pay, as 
his soldiers had already pillaged their 
houses and property. The governor in a 
rage ordered the instant seizure of all the 
Jews in the kingdom, but a conspiracy 
which opportunely broke out against his 
life at this period saved them from fur- 
ther evils. Since that time they have 
been very numerous in the country, espe- 
cially in Cairo, where a large portion of 
the commerce, and especially the banking, 
is in their hands. 

In Morocco, Tunis, and Algeria, they 
have also been always numerous, for, be- 
ing well received by the Mohammedan 
fovemments of Africa, those countries 
ecame a natural refuge when driven from 
Spain and Portugal. 

At the commencement of the 16th cen- 



tury the Bishop of Cologne banished the 
Jews from his diocese, being supported in 
this arbitrary measure by a convert from 
Judaism, named Victor & Carb^. Not 
long after another convert named Pf epfer- 
com, counselled the Emporor Maxmilian 
to destroy all the Jewish books, and 
would probably have obtained his desire 
had not one Beuchlin protested. 

The matter was ultimately referred to 
the Pope ; and Hochstrat, a creature of the 
Inquisition, attempted by 'bribes and 
threats of schism to influence the decision 
of the pontiff. Reuchlin was, however, 
successful, and when taunted and threat- 
ened by the monks for his share in the 
transaction, he answered, *^ that Martin 
Luther, whose party was already making 
headway in Germany, would soon give 
them too much trouble to leave them time 
to occupy themselves with the Jews." 

The Reformation gave a curious im- 
pulse to Jewish learning throughout Ger- 
many, for as the Protestant tiieologians 
constantly quoted rabbinical and other 
authorities, the Catholic priests and monks 
were obliged to study the same subjects in 
order to refute them, and the Jews, seeing 
the request into which their sacred lan- 
guage was coming, began to publish 
grammars and dictionaries, and to advance 
their own religion. The Reformation 
wrought wonders for the Jews, as the 
people, when once freed from the tram- 
mels of bigotry and superstition which the 
Romish clergy had imposed upon them, 
ceased to lend credence to the false 
charges so often brought against the 
devoted race with fatal effect ; but against 
Luther himself the Jews entertained a 
strong aversion, as he prevented certain 
Christian princes from receiving them 
into their territories. 

In Poland, as early as the beginning of 
the fourteenth century, the Jews enjoyed 
perfect liberty of conscience, their pros- 
perous condition being due to the influence 
of a beautiful Jewess named Esther, who 
lived as mistress with Casimere the Great. 
Even when fanaticism banished the 
Reformers from Poland the Jews were 
unmolested in the enjoyment of their 
wealth, and in the possession of their 
magnificent synagogues and schools. John 
Sobieski extended unwonted favor towards 
them, but his successor was induced by 
the clergy to put in force an old law of 
Sigismund I. , debarring them from many 
of their privileges. 

But the Slavonic Jews were not exempt 
entirely from persecution ; those of Cracow 
and Posen were from time to time exposed 
to the violence of the populace on the old 
charges, and such outbreaks have occurred 
at intervals even as late as 1811. 

About the year 1660 the Jews obtained 
permission to build a magnificent sjma- 
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submitting to baptism, but returned at the 
first opportunity to their ancient faith. 

In 1821 a still more dreadful calamity 
overtook the fated race. Now the same 
madness as that during the captivity of 
St. Louis, took possession of the peasantry, 
and the agricultural population, with a 
priest and a monk at their head, forsook 
the fields, and marched vaguely against 
the Saracens. In every district through 
which they passed they were joined by 
their fellows, until the vast number of 
undisciplined fanatics thoroughly alarmed 
the government. Of course they soon 
began to suffer from want, and every town 
and village through which they passed 
was laid under contribution by them. 
Royal authority and Papal anathema were 
alike powerless, and they marched wher- 
ever the two imposters who led them chose 
to go. 

At length the usual catastrophe came : 
the fanaticism of some, the rapacity of 
others, the hate and fury of all, were 
turned upon the defenceless Jews, who 
were massacred with the most frightful 
cruelties. In 1348 a second pestilence 
broke out, and precisely the same results 
followed. 

Ten years afterwards a pestilence broke 
out in France, and the unreasoning peo- 
ple accused the Jews of being the authors, 
by conspiring with the lepers to poison 
the wells and rivers of the country. 

There does not appear to have been the 
least shadow of a foundation for this 
absurd charge, but a few lepers were 
arrested and put to the torture, and as 
soon as the inquisitors had succeeded in 
wresting the answer they required from 
some shrieking victim on the rack, the 
case was considered proved. 

The entire Jewish community was con- 
demned on this conclusive evidence, and 
the massacres began, followed, of course, 
by the confiscation of the victims' prop- 
erty. At Paris fewer were put to death, 
but the richest Hebrews were thrown into 
prison until they had given up their treas- 
ures to the king, who gained 150,000 livres 
by the transaction. 

It is a curious fact that we owe one of 
the most important instruments of modern 
commerce to these constant persecutions. 
The Jews soon found that the main motive 
of the Christian princes in banishing or 
otherwise persecuting them was to obtain 
possession of their wealth, and they ac- 
cordingly began to devise means to prevent 
this result. When Philip the Tall, follow- 
ing up the excesses of the Shepherds, 
drove the Jews from France, a great num- 
ber of them entrusted their effects to 
various persons and escaped to Lombardy. 
Here they continued to raise money upon 
the property which they had left behind, 
giving orders upon their trustees as secu- 



rity. Thus arose the system of letters of 
credit, the essence of modem banking, 
and to the present day the name of Lom- 
bard Street in the City of London, the 
well-known bankers' quarter, bears testi- 
mony to the origin of tiie custom. 

This ingenious device proved of eminent 
service to the inventors ; for in 1360, when 
France had been reduced, by the misman- 
agement of its own governors and the 
conquests of the English, to a hopeless 
state of bankruptcy, and the king, John, 
was in captivity, the Jews were able to 
dictate terms to the regent, and purchase 
the right to return and exercise compara- 
tive liberty of conscience. 

Charles VI. at first treated them with 
greater humanity and consideration, but 
the wretched monarch was a prey to a 
disordered mind, a mere tool in the 
hands of his confessor, who induced him 
to consent to an edict banishing them 
from the kingdom. This time, however, 
they were allowed some little time to col- 
lect their debts and wind up their affairs, 
and although some of the .old charges were 
brought against them, their lives and 
property were comparatively un assailed. 
They left the French frontier in the month 
of November, not to return again for 
many years. 

A few years before 1380 a serious calam- 
ity had overtaken them in Lombardy, 
their great banking centre. The populace 
rose against them, and burnt the houses 
of the principal merchants, thus destroy- 
ing their securities and pledges of prop- 
erty. 

Here the government, though too feeble 
to punish the offenders, stepped in, and 
they were released from all obligations to 
those who had pawned property with 
them upon their making oath that the 
goods had been destroyed in the popular 
tumults. 

The Jews in Spain during the Middle 
Ages were, if possible, worse treated than 
in the other countries of Europe. 

At the beginning of the thirteenth cen- 
tury the Bishop of Toledo incited the 
populace to plunder the houses and syna- 
gogues of the Jews, and himself in person 
directed the lawless operations of the 
crowd. 

In 1212 the Crusaders passed by Toledo 
and perpetrated their usual atrocities. 
The Spanish nobility interfered to put a 
stop to the carnage, but without avail. 

Under James I. they had a respite from 
these cruelties. Raymond of Pennaforte, 
General of the Dominicans, confessor and 
minister of the King and the Pope, used 
his utmost endeavors to bring about their 
conversion, but with a liberality, rare in a 
priest of the time, he adopted toleration 
and education to effect his purpose. 

Alphonso of Castille protected the Jews, 
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tmd being himself a great lover of science, 
encouraged the learned rabbis to translate 
for him the works of the Arabic astron- 
omers and philosophers, paying them 
handsomely for their services. The pop- 
ulace, intolerant of this favor, rose up, 
and on a perfectly unfounded accusation 
of murder brought up against one of the 
number, commenced a general massacre 
of the Jews throughout Spain. 

James I., king of Arragon, also afforded 
his countenance and protection to the 
learned rabbis ; and the favor which they 
thus enjoyed with the nobles compensated 
to some extent for the indignity and scorn 
heaped upon them by the common 
people. 

In 1320 a portion of that band of Shep- 
herds who had committed such ravages in 
JFrance found their way to Spain, where 
their course was signalized by the same 
cruelties. By a strange perverseness of 
judgment the Spaniards accused the Jews 
of having, by means of sorcery, brought 
this plague upon the country; and the 
wretched Israelites, who suffered most 
severely from the fanatical rabble, were 
punished by law. Fifteen thousand, who 
refused to submit to baptism, were put to 
A cruel death. 

Alphonso XI. of Castille fully recog- 
nized the worth and usefulness of his 
Jewish subjects, and commenced his reign 
by showing them so much favor that a 
Jew named Joseph became his treasurer 
and financial secretary. But he also 
yielded to the inveterate prejudices of his 
subjects; and on a report that a Jewish 
child had insulted the Holy Sacrament at 
a certain place, a solemn council was held, 
and the question discussed, whether a sen- 
tence of death or banishment should be 
pronounced against the entire Jewish 
race. 

In 1396, during the reign of Henry III., 
Martin, bishop oi Astigy, by his denuncia- 
tions of the Jews in the streets of Cordova 
and Seville, aroused such a spirit of fanat- 
icism, that the populace of those two cities 
rose up and massacred the Jews without 
mercy; and the same blood-thirsty fever 
extended itself to Toledo, Valencia, and 
Barcelona. John, the successor of Henry 
III., encouraged a continuation of this 
violence. 

In the beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
tury the Anti-Pope Benedict XIII., then 
residing at Arragon, evinced great zeal for 
the conversion of the Jews. In order to 
carry out his design he proposed a con- 
ference between the most learned rabbis 
of Spain and the Christian doctors. The 
Babbi Vidal was chosen advocate of the 
Jews, and one Jerome of Santa F^, a con- 
verted Jew, defended the Christian cause. 

The Christian records say that Jerome 
triumphed signally; the Jewish annals 



say that their rabbis departed *'not with- 
out glory '* from the encounter. All that 
we know for certain is, that a number of 
Jews embraced Christianity, and that 
Benedict ordered all the extant copies of 
the Talmud to be collected and burnt. 
This decree, as well as another against 
Jewish usury, was annulled when the 
exiled anti-pope's authority came to an 
end little more than a year afterwards. 

About this period a certain Vincent 
Ferrer made himself conspicuous by his 
zeal for the conversion of the Jews, which, 
according to his *' Legend," he effected 
by the exercise of miraculous powers. As 
many as 25,000 are said to have yielded to 
his persuasive eloquence and that of the 
Christian crowds which it stirred up. 

The kingdoms of Arragon and Castille 
were at last blended by the union of Fer- 
dinand and Isabella, and the whole of 
Spain became one monarchy. These sov- 
ereigns introduced the Inquisition into 
the country ; it was established with the 
avowed object of preventing such Jews 
and Moors as had been converted to 
Christianity from relapsing into their old 
religion. The queen' s confessor, a Domin- 
ican friar, persuaded her that this falling 
off of converts was an injury to the cause 
of religion, and Isabella induced her hus- 
band to sanction the dreadful tribunal. 

The whole history of the world scarcely 
presents so horrible a picture as this so- 
called Christian court. The Pope issued 
a bull, giving it the sanction of the church, 
and at once all law, authority, humanity 
and justice were subjugated to the will of 
a few raving, arrogant monks. Persons 
suspected of heresy, Judaism, or even 
lukewarm Christianity, were either burnt 
alive, or condemned to perpetual impris- 
onment in loathsome dungeons ; while the 
most excruciating tortures w-ere employed 
to exact confession from the accused. 

The spies of the Inquisition lurked 
everywhere, listening even to the most 
careless conversation, and a chance word, 
which could by any pretence be wrested 
into an heretical expression, was punished 
with death. People were forced to betray 
their dearest friends ; for not to denounce 
a suspected heretic was to expose one's 
self to the same punishment. 

The prime mover in these atrocities, and 
the head of the so-called Holy Office for 
many years, was Thomas de Torquemada, 
a Dominican, and it is computed that this 
ruffian caused 8,000 people to be put to 
death, and 90,000 to perpetual imprison- 
ment during his term of office. 

One strange feature in these dreadful 
persecutions is, that a large number of 
Jews, nominally converted, but in secret 
true Hebrews, held high office both in the 
Church and State, and were even found 
amongst the judges of the Holy Office 
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itself. No doubt the number of Christians 
who thus perished on the charge of heresy, 
to satisfy Jewish hatred, equalled that of 
the real Jews whom the Holy Office con- 
demned to suffer for their religion. 

For some time the horrors of the Inqui- 
sition affected only the professed Chris- 
tians; in 1492, after the conquest of the 
Moors and their expulsion from their last 
stronghold, Granada, came the turn of 
the Jews themselves. 

An edict was issued commanding them 
all to embrace Christianity, or leave the 
kingdom within four months. The Jews 
endeavored to induce the king, by a bribe 
of 90,000 ducats, to alter his decision. But 
while Ferdinand hesitated to decide, the 
queen made a sneering speech against 
them, while Torquemada boldly advanced, 
and, with crucifix raised in the air, 
shouted: *' Behold Him whom Judas sold 
for thirty pieces of silver. Sell ye Him 
now for a higher price, and render an 
account of your bargain before Grod I * ' The 
superstitious sovereign bowed to the will 
of the church. 

This forced exodus of the Jews was 
attended with the usual cruelties and 
hardships. No less than a million souls 
were, without warning or preparation, 
deprived of homes and property, and 
thrown destitute upon the world — where 
every people hated and despised them. 

Many of the poor exiles perished by 
shipwreck, others died of the plague which 
broke out amongst them. Some reached 
Fez in Africa, but the inhabitants refusing 
to admit them they were starved to 
death outside the town. Some, again, 
reached Genoa; this town was at the time 
suffering from a scarcity of provisions, and 
when the famished Jews sought for shel- 
ter and food the Genoese refused both, 
except on the condition of their inmiedi- 
alely embracing the Christian faith. The 
poor wretches who had given all that they 
held dear to preserve their ancient religion, 
thus found their sacrifice at last of no 
avail, and yielding to the pangs of 
hunger consented to be baptized. 

How divine must be that Christianity 
which could survive such horrors as were 
perpetrated in its name I 

King Ferdinand did not reap so much 
benefit as he had looked for by his tyran- 
nical measure, for the facilities which the 
Jews possessed of removing their wealth 
to other countries by the system of letters 
of credit, thwarted him of the greater 
portion of his expected booty. His short- 
sighted policy was strongly reprobated by 
many of tiie other European powers, and 
the Pope himself, Alexander vl., offered 
an asylum to many of the exiles. 

Portugal was naturally a tempting 
region for those whom Spain thrust forth, 
especially as the king, John II., had 



already shown signs of toleration and 
enlightenment by employing Jews on im- 
portant geographical missions, and his 
navigators had been materially assisted 
by them in their voyages of discovery to 
the East Indies. 

He was not, however, proof against 
cupidity, and only allowed the fugitives to 
enter his dominions on condition of their 
paying an exorbitant poll-tax and imder- 
taking to quit the country after a certain 
time, promising then to furnish them with 
vessels for their safe-conduct ; but,althoug]i 
the king may have acted in good faith, his 
subjects disregarded his commands, and 
many who embarked on board Portuguese 
vessels threw themselves into Uie sea 
rather than suffer the horrible indignities 
and persecutions to which the soldiers sub- 
jected them. Their compatriots, taking 
warning at their fate, preferred staying in 
the coimtry, although they knew that 3iey 
must be sold into slavery. 

Emmaimel II., his successor, at first 
treated them with humanitv and consider^ 
ation. Unfortunately for them he desired 
to espouse the daughter of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, and the bigoted queen would not 
hear of a son-in-law who suffered the 
*^ Enemies of God '' to remain in his king- 
dom. 

A day was therefore appointed for their 
departure; but the king secretly ordered 
all the Jewish children under fourteen 
years of age to be seized, dispersed through 
the count^ and brought up as Christians. 
The secret transpired before the day 
named, and was hurriedly put into execu- 
tion lest the parents should conceal their 
children. A most harrowing scene then 
took place, and mothers threw their chil- 
dren into wells and rivers rather than see 
them torn from their arms to be brought 
up in a strange faith, and amidst a strange 
people. 

Even this was not the end of their 
troubles, for Emmanuel suddenly refused 
to allow them to embark at two of the 
ports named, and the consequence was 
that a great number were thrown back on 
Lisbon, and thus made to break their 
contract and become amenable to the law. 
Of these, some were shipped off as slaves, 
while others consented to be baptized, on 
condition that the government should 
restore their children and let them remain 
in peace for twenty years. But before 
half that time had elapsed, the populace 
had seized upon some trifling pretext to 
rise and murder most of the converts. 
The ringleaders were punished for this 
outrage when the affair came to the king's 
ears. 

The same accusations were laid against 
the Jews in Germany as in other countries, 
and led to the same persecutions. They 
were suspected of encouraging the incur- 
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sions of the hordes of Mongolian savages, 
who overran Europe about this period, 
and at Frankfort, Haguenau in Lower 
Alsace, and at Munich, Wurtzburg, and 
Berne, many were massacred by the pop- 
ulace on the old charge of crucifying 
Christian children. 

In Lithuania they lived in comparative 
security, under the equitable reign of 
Boleslas, but in 1267 the Council of 
Vienna imposed a heavy tax upon them, 
and ordered the demolition of a fine new 
synagogue. As the civil authorities did 
not carry out the arbitrary ecclesiastical 
acts, and the German princes even openly 
offered an asylum to fugitive Jews, the 
clergy at last threatened to excommuni- 
cate all who should show such toleration 
for the future. 

While the two rival emperors, Adolphus 
of Nassau and Albert of Austria, were 
struggling for the pre-eminence, a fanat- 
ical peasant, named Raind Flaisch, gave 
out that he had been sent by Heaven to 
exterminate the Jews, and continued to 
instigate the people of Nuremburg, Rotten- 
burg, and other towns to massacre the 
Hebrew inhabitants. The Emperor Albert 
could not at first stop tiiese enormities, 
lest the populace should side with his 
rivals ; but as soon as he was firmly estab- 
lished upon the throne, he compelled the 
inhabitants of Nuremburg to pay a heavy 
fine for the damage done to the town by 
fire during the disturbances. 

The Council of Vienna, convoked by the 
authority of Pope Clement V. against the 
Templars, issued some severe decrees 
against the Jewish usurers, and declared 
any one a heretic who should countenance 
them. These denunciations did not pre- 
vent M^nicho, bishop of Spires, from 
declaring that no one should persecute 
them in his diocese. 

The appearance of the Flagellants in 
the 14th century, was a frightful calamity 
to the Jews. The black plague had rav- 
aged Germany, and, as usual, the Jews 
were accused of being the authors. In the 
midst of the general excitement and mis- 
ery, bands of monks and peasants, raving 
mad, passed through Germany, with a 
crucifix at their head, and scourging their 
naked bodies as they went along till the 
blood streamed forth. This discipline, 
they averred, was to express their con- 
trition for the sins of the Christians of the 
age, the worst of which was harboring the 
Jews. 

This lunatic enthusiasm, the revival of 
the old charges of crucifying children, 
poisoning wells, and outraginjs: the Host, 
and, still more, the rapacity of the mob 
which followed in the Flagellants' wake, 
ended in the murder and pillage of the 
unfortunate Hebrews atSpires,Strasbourg, 
Frankfort and other places. 



In Bohemia affairs were little better, and 
Venceslas the emperor, who had made 
himself odious by his vices, hoped to con- 
ciliate the people by the persecution of the 
Jews. He issued a proclamation releasing 
his Christian subjects from all debts 
which they had contracted to Jews, and 
this license led to excesses more horrible 
still. 

About the year 1434 the Council of 
Basle ordered all bishops to appoint spe- 
cial preachers for the instruction of the 
Jews in their dioceses, and to compel them 
by severe penalties to listen to the sermons. 
They were also prohibited from residing in 
the neighborhood of the churches, were 
obliged to wear a distinctive dress, and 
were cut off from all social intercourse 
with Christians. 

Louis X. Duke of Bavaria banished all 
Jews from his dominions, confiscated 
their property, and erected public build- 
ings with the proceeds. 

In the year 1499 they were finally ex- 
pelled from Nuremburg, ostensibly on the 
old accusations, but really because of 
their wealth and the hereditary hatred 
against them. 

The children of Israel were not them- 
selves without credulity and fanaticism, 
and in 1500 a certain David Leimlein, 
calling himself chief of the armies of 
Israel, predicted the speedy coming of the 
Messiah, and established himself at Lis- 
bon, where he and a young convert to 
Judaism soon became famous, the former 
for his fasting and other discipline, the 
latter for his learning and eloquence. So 
thoroughly did these impostors deceive 
their co-religionists, that, in anticipation 
of presently eating unleavened bread in 
Palestine, the Jews of Italy and Spain 
destroyed their ovens and gave themselves 
up to absurd excesses. At last the gov- 
ernment interfered, and both David and 
his disciple were thrown into i)rison where 
the latter was put to death. 

While the Jews suffered so many perse- 
cutions from clergy and laity, the popes 
themselves for the most part discounte- 
nanced such injustice, and set examples 
of toleration. Gregory the Great is a not- 
able instance. In the 11th century, Alex- 
ander II. opposed the bigotry of Ferdi- 
nand, and endeavored to moderate the 
mad fury of the Crusaders ; later on, Greg- 
ory IX., though himself a firm supporter 
of the Crusades, used the most stringent 
measures to protect the Jews from their 
violence. In his letters on the subject to 
Louis IX. of France, and other potentates, 
he denounced this religious fanaticism as 
a mere pretext for lawlessness and 
robbery. 

In 1247 Innocent IV. also raised his 
voice to protest against the persecution of 
the Hebrews. 
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The Jews of Traui, capital of the king- 
dom of Naples, had become rich and pow- 
erful, and the Idi^, to recompense them 
for some important services, treated them 
with great consideration, and at his death 
apeciSly recommended them to the favor 
of the state. Instead, however, of allow- 
ing them Uie free exercise of their religion, 
the government began to use every effort 
to procure their conversion. 

UX order, by seeming compUance, to 
avoid a persecution, the Jews professed 
themselves willing to embrace Cliriatiaii- 
ity, provided thoy were allowed to con- 
tract marriages with the highest families 
in the kingdom. To their astonishment 
this oHer was accepted, and they were 
obliged to hold to their bargain; and many, 
having succeeded in contracting advan- 
tageous alliances, were baptized, while 
those who failed to maltie such matches 
quietly subsided back into Judaism. This 
aroused the anger of the clergy, and a 
certain monk of Trani succeeded, by reit- 
erating the old charges, In raising the 
passions of the populace, and bringing 
about a general massacre of the Jews. 

Asimilar attempt was maile at Naples; 
but the nobles of that city interfered, and 
offered an asylum to those Hebrews whose 
wealth or position exposed them more 
^rticularly to the fury of the mob. The 
Pope, Alexander IV., also interposed his 
authority on their behalf. 

In the 14th century, Clement V., who 
had established the seat of the Papacy at 
Avignon, protect«d the Jews from the 



fury of the fanatical "Shepherds;" he 
also labored strenuously lo convert them 
1^ legitimate means, and established pro- 
tesaora of Hebrew in the various univer- 

John XXIL, his successor, was less 
tolerant, but his zeal was directed rather 



against the literature than the persons of 
the Hebrews, and he destroyed all the 
copies of the Talmud upon which he could 
lay his hands. Presentiy he banished 
the Jews altogether from tlie states of the 
Church; but the exiles having sought 
refuge at the court of Uie King of Naples, 
contrived to purchase the revocation of 
the edict. 

Clement YI. also treated the Jews witli 
great humanity, and did them especial 
service by shielding them from the vio- 
lence of the Holy Office. 

In 1391 the Jews of Italy had attained 
such influence and prosperity that they 
were enabled to build a magnificent new 
synagogue at Bologna, the Pope, Boniface 
IX., lending his countenance to the under- 
taking. 

Towards the commencement of the- 
fifteenth century Pope John XXIII. com- 
menced an active persecution of the Jews, 
Inciting other governments to follow the 
same course. Under his successor, Nich- 
olas Y., their lot was slightly ameliorated, 
but in 1472 Seitus lY., naviug canonized 
a certain Simon, said to have been massa- 
cred by the Jews of Trente 200 years 
before, the popular hatred again burst 
forth, and a massacre of the Israelites in 
Trente and Venice was the result. 

Those Jews whom persecution had 
driven from Spain and Portugal found a 
ready asylum in Italy. The Christians 
of that country were indeed kinder than 
their own co-religionists, for the Jewish 
authors themselves confessed that the He- 
brew Consistory of Rome 
offered a thousand ducats to 
the Pope (Alexander VI.) to 
refuse their brethren permis- 
sion lo settle within his terri- 
tory. The pontiff indignantly 
rejected this selfish proposal, 
and even compelled the peti- 
tioners to make way for the 
L new-comers by quitting the 
, states themselves. The Con- 
' sistory were obliged to pay a 
J heavy sum to purchase the 
i revocation of this decree. 
I Himy of the refuaees from 
.. Spain and Porti^al fied to 
, Naples, where they were ex- 
i posed to the terrible cruelty 
of the Inquisition, and at last 
ventured to revolt. The vice- 
roy banished them from the 
kingdom, and shortly after 
declared the Holy Office to be 
no longer necessary. Charles Y. in 1534 
approved of his viceroy's act, and refused 
to tolerate the presence of Jews In the 
kingdoms of Naples and Sicily. 

In 1539 the favor which the Jews en- 
joyed with the Pope, Paul III., so excited 
the jealousy of the Cardinal Sadolet that- 
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declaring that the entire patronage of all 
civil and eccleeiastical omces wae in the 
handB of tlie infideU; his protest, how- 
ever, bad but little eSect. 

In the thirteenth century the poeitton 
of the Jews in the Eaat was changed con- 
iiderably for the worse. En N&sir li-din 
ill^, caliph of Bagdad, issued a peremp- 
tory order tliat all Jews should embrace 
Hohoramedaniam or quit the Babylonian 
territory. Many preferred esiie, but a 
few submitted to make averbal profession 
of the Uohammedan creed. In Palestine, 
aJtbough the wars between the Saracens 
and Crusaders had left the country in a 
very unquiet state, Ilie Jews had contrived 
to isaintain a foothold, and possesssed 
synagogues and schools, which produced 
many learned rabbis. 

The Eastern Jews, particularly those of 
Babylon, suffered severely by tie Tartar 
invasion, but they enjoyed an Interval of 



Shah Abbai. 

repose under Ai^un Ebiin,who M)point«d 
a Jewish physician named Saad-ed- 
Dauleh as his prime minister; but on the 
death of the prince, the Moslems, jealous 
of the vizier's influence and partiality for 
his countrymen, accused him of having 
poisoned his master; on this charge be 
was put to deatli, and a general massacre 
of the Israelites followed. 



The irresistible march of Tamerlane 
through Asia swept away the prosperity of 
the Jews of Media and Persia, and when, 
a little later on, they began to recover 
tbemseives a little from these disasters, 
the appuirance of Ismail Sii£, founder of 
the Sufiite dynasty of Persia, involved 
them in fresh evils. The astounding 
rapidity of this prince's conquests induced 
the ever-credulous Hebrews to regard him 
as the true Messiah, particularly as he 
himself declared that he was a prophet 
sent to reform the Moslem faith; they 
accordingly hastened to offer him liieir 
homage, but the monarch, who had con- 
ceived a violent aversion to the Jews, 
rejected their advances and treated them 
with exceptional rigor. 

Shah Abbas, on his accession to 
the throne of Persia, found Uie coun- 
try well-nigh depopulated, and to re- 
store, if possible, the prosperity of his 
idngdom, he accorded unusual priviteges 
to all Blrangera who chose to settle 

The Jews were among the first to avail 
themselves of this offer ; but their sliill in 
commerce, and the subsequent rapid in- 
crease of their wealth, excited the jeal- 
ousy of the other inhabitants, who laid a 
complaint before theSliah. 

The monarch was unwilling to exercise 
a severity which might prove fatal to his 
policy of encouraging emigranta; but he 
was at length induced to offer the He- 
brews a choice between Islamism and 
death. The edict was never carried into 
effect, but the principal Jewish doctors 
were cited before the Sufi tribunal, and 
ordered to give an account of their belief. 
Tlieir expectation of a Messiah was par- 
ticularly distasteful to a Moslem, who 
held that Mohammed was " the seal of 
the prophets"; "but nevertheless," said 
theSh^, "fix now a time for the appear- 
ance of your Messiah, and I will tolerate 
you until the fulfillment of such term; 
but if your long-expected Messiah again 
taii you, you must either embrace the 
religion of Mohammed, or lose your goods, 
your children, and yonr lives." 

The poor rabbis, grateful at the chance 
thus afforded, fixed the peri(>d at seventy 
years, trusting that by that time the Shah 
would be dead, and that they might make 
better terms with his successor. Abbas 
exacted an exorbitant price for these years 
of rBBpile, and a treaty was drawn up, 
and signed and registered by either party, 
in which the Jews of Persia were bound 
either to embrace Islamism or suffer death 
at the end of seventy years, unless the 
veritable Messiah should have appeared, 
in which case all Persia should become 
converted to Judaism, 

In the continual wars tietween the 
Persians and the Tnrks this strange con- 
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and the Shah, animateil by 
mingled fanaticism and cupidity, instantly 
proceeded to put it into force. In the 
dreadful persecution which followed aom^ 
sought refuge among the Turks ur in 
India, while others purchased aafety by 
outward conformity to the Mohammedan 
religion. It was ahortly discovered that 
the proselytes continued to practice their 
own religion in secret, and the Shah was 
ultimately induced to restore to them 
their ancient privileges. 

The Jews of Palestine during all the 
revolutions which distracted that country 
enjoyed a comparative immunity, and the 
school of Safed, in Galilee, continued to 
flourish and produce many learned men. 



CHAPTER XV. 



In the Ottoman empire, and especially 
at Constantinople, the Jews were very 
numerous, and although regarded by the 
Turks with scorn and hatred they con- 
trived to acquire much wealth and influ- 
ence. Among the Jews of the Levant, In 
the middle of the seventeenth century, one 
of Ihe most surprising movements on 
record took place. 

A cert^u young man, named Sabbathai 
Levi, the son of a poulterer at Smyrna, 
had displayed so much aptitude for Ic;irii- 
ii^ that at the ^e of eighteen he »hs 



already ordained a rabbi, 
honors inflamed his am- 
bition, and he conceived 
a project for passing ax 
the Messiah; to this end 
he began to practice long 
and rigid fasts, and 
spent the greater portion 
of his time in bathing 
in the sea; these morti- 
flcations, his remarkable 
beauty, and his unusual 
eloquence gained for him 
a number of followers, ' 
and bo was at length \ 
bold enough to appear . 
in the synagogue and 
openly announce him- 
self as the son of David, ; 
even daring, in token of ] 
his divine mission^ to , 
pronounce the ineffable . 
name of Jehovah. '' 

The rabbis denounced ■ 
him as a seditious blas- 
phemer, and he was com- 
pelled to seek safety In 
fl^ht to Saloni. This 
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Slace soon became unsafe for him, and he 
ed, successively, to Egypt and Jerusalem, 
making on his way a convert of a certain 
Nathan Levi of Gaza, as clever and design- 
ing an imposter as himself, who henceforth 
played the part of his precursor. Aftei- a 
loDg residence in Jerusalem, he again 
urged his pretensions, was once more 
driven out by the rabbis, and this time 
returned to his native city of Smyrna. 

Here the rabbis, as usual, denounced 
him; but the populace warmly espoused 
his cause. One Anakia, who was partic- 
ularly active in opposing him, happened 
that n^ht to be overtaken by a sudden 
death, and the superstitious crowd atonce 
attributed his fate to the rejection of the 
Messiah; this, for him, lucky accident 
gave greater and more speedy currency to 
his pretensions than he himself could have 
hoped for, and in a short time he was 
strong enough to assume royal pomp, while 
the tame of his reputed miracles and 
prophecies went forth throughout the 

At length nothing would please liis 
deluded partisans, but that he should re- 
pair to Constantinople and confront the 
sultan in order by his presence to strike 
awe into the heart of that potentate. 
When he did arrive in the capital the 
sultan was absent, but sent instructions 
to the Grand Tizier to detain the impos- 
ter ; Sabbathai was in consequence kept in 
a kind of honorable captivity in the castle 
of Sestos, whence he continued to issue 
manifestos, and sustain iiis rather difficult 

All went well, until one day he was 
imprudent enoi^h to attempt to punish a 
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respectable but incredulous rabbi of Con- 
stantinople with death, for having re- 
mained unconvinced of his divine char- 
acter. The unbeliever sought the pro- 
tection of the Moslems, who barely saved 
him from the fury of Sabbathai's followers. 
The sultan, feeling, perhaps, that the 
affair had gone quite far enough, peremp- 
torily summoned Sabbathai into his 
presence. 

The Grand Seigneur expressed his 
determination of testing his prisoner's 
miraculous powers by shooting three 
poisoned arrows at him, promising that if 
he proved invulnerable he would himself 
acknowledge his title; if he refused to 
submit to this ordeal there was still left 
him the alternative of death or Islamism. 
The wretched creature uttery lost his 
presence of mind, and without hesitation 
embraced the Mohammedan faith. The 
Bultan bestowed upon him a dress of 
honor, the title of Capidji Basha, and dis- 
missed him. 

Strange to say, even this defection did 
not end the delusion, and he had still 
impudence and address enough to devise 
an excuse for his conduct, and so well did 
he succeed that even after his death, 
which was caused by colic in the year 
1676, his sect numbered a large amount of 
followers. 

Various imposters have from time to 
time attempted to revive the delusion, 
but none with so much success as one 
Franck, who, in the middle of the last 
century, appeared in Germany, where the 
credulity of his brethren in all parts of 
the world supplied him with the means of 
living in Oriental pomp and magnifi- 
cence. 

Egypt has ever been a favorite residence 
with the Jews, but in 1524 the Hebrew 
community in that country experienced a 
rude interruption to their long pros- 
perity. The governor of Egypt, having 
revolted against the Sultan Suleiman II., 
imposed a heavy tax upon the Jews, which 
they declared themselves unable to pay, as 
his soldiers had already pillaged their 
houses and property. The governor in a 
rage ordered the instant seizure of all the 
Jews in the kingdom, but a conspiracy 
which opportunely broke out against his 
life at this period saved them from fur- 
ther evils. Since that time they have 
been very numerous in the country, espe- 
cially in Cairo, where a large portion of 
the commerce, and especially the banking, 
is in their hands. 

In Morocco, Tunis, and Algeria, they 
have also been always numerous, for, be- 
ing well received by the Mohammedan 
governments of Africa, those countries 
became a natural refuge when driven from 
Spain and Portugal. 

At the commencement of the 16th cen- 



tury the Bishop of Cologne banished the 
Jews from his diocese, being supported in 
this arbitrary measure by a convert from 
Judaism, named Victor & Carb^. Not 
long after another convert named Pfepfer- 
com, counselled the Emporor Maxmilian 
to destroy all the Jewish books, and 
would probably have obtained his desire 
had not one Reuchlin protested. 

The matter was ultimately referred to 
the Pope ; and Hochstrat, a creature of the 
Inquisition, attempted by 'bribes and 
threats of schism to influence the decision 
of the pontiff. Reuchlin was, however, 
successful, and when taunted and threat- 
ened by the monks for his share in the 
transaction, he answered, " that Martin 
Luther, whose party was already making 
headway in Germany, would soon give 
them too much trouble to leave them time 
to occupy themselves with the Jews." 

The Reformation gave a curious im- 
pulse to Jewish learning throughout Ger- 
many, for as the Protestant tiieologians 
constantly quoted rabbinical and other 
authorities, the Catholic priests and monks 
were obliged to study the same subjects in 
order to refute them, and the Jews, seeing 
the request into which their sacred lan- 
guage was coming, began to publish 
grammars and dictionaries, and to sulvance 
their own religion. The Reformation 
wrought wonders for the Jews, as the 
people, when once freed from the tram- 
mels of bigotry and superstition which the 
Romish clergy had imposed upon them, 
ceased to lend credence to the false 
charges so often brought against the 
devoted race with fatal effect; but against 
Luther himself the Jews entertained a 
strong aversion, as he prevented certain 
Christian princes from receiving them 
into their territories. 

In Poland, as early as the beginning of 
the fourteenth century, the Jews enjoyed 
perfect liberty of conscience, their pros- 
perous condition being due to the influence 
of a beautiful Jewess named Esther, who 
lived as mistress with Casimere the Great. 
Even when fanaticism banished the 
Reformers from Poland the Jews were 
unmolested in the enjoyment of their 
wealth, and in the possession of their 
magnificent synagogues and schools. John 
Sobieski extended unwonted favor towards 
them, but his successor was induced by 
the clergy to put in force an old law of 
Sigismund I., debarring them from many 
of their privileges. 

But the Slavonic Jews were not exempt 
entirely from persecution ; those of Cracow 
and Posen were from time to time exposed 
to the violence of the populace on the old 
charges, and such outbreaks have occurred 
at intervals even as late as 1811. 

About the year 1660 the Jews obtained 
permission to build a magnificent sjrna- 
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submitting to baptism, but returned at the 
first opportunity to their ancient faith. 

In 1321 a still more dreadful calamity 
oTertook the fated race. Now the same 
madness as that during the captivity of 
St. Louis, took possession of the peasantry, 
and the agricultural population, with a 
priest and a monk at their head, forsook 
the fields, and marched vaguely against 
the Saracens. In every district through 
which they passed they were joined by 
their fellows, until the vast number of 
undisciplined fanatics thoroughly alarmed 
the government. Of course they soon 
began to suffer from want, and every town 
and village through which they passed 
was laid under contribution by them. 
Royal authority and Papal anathema were 
alike powerless, and they marched wher- 
ever the two imposters who led them chose 
to go. 

At length the usual catastrophe came : 
the fanaticism of some, the rapacity of 
others, the hate and fury of all, were 
turned upon the defenceless Jews, who 
were massacred with the most frightful 
cruelties. In 1348 a second pestilence 
broke out, and precisely the same results 
followed. 

Ten years afterwards a pestilence broke 
out in France, and the unreasoning peo- 
ple accused the Jews of being the authors, 
by conspiring with the lepers to poison 
the wells and rivers of the country. 

There does not appear to have been the 
least shadow of a foundation for this 
absurd charge, but a few lepers were 
arrested and put to the torture, and as 
soon as tihe inquisitors had succeeded in 
wresting the answer they required from 
some shrieking victim on the rack, the 
case was considered proved. 

The entire Jewish conmiunity was con- 
demned on this conclusive evidence, and 
the massacres began, followed, of course, 
by the confiscation of the victims' prop- 
erty. At Paris fewer were put to death, 
but the richest Hebrews were thrown into 
prison until they had given up their treas- 
ures to the king, who gained 160,000 livres 
by the transaction. 

It is a curious fact that we owe one of 
the most important instruments of modem 
commerce to these constant persecutions. 
The Jews soon found that the main motive 
of the Christian princes in banishing or 
otherwise persecuting them was to obtain 
possession of their wealth, and they ac- 
cordingly began to devise means to prevent 
this result. When Philip the Tall, follow- 
ing up the excesses of the Shepherds, 
drove the Jews from France, a great num- 
ber of them entrusted their effects to 
various persons and escaped to Lombardy. 
Here they continued to raise money upon 
the property which they had left behind, 
giving orders upon their trustees as secu- 



rity. Thus arose the system of letters of 
credit, the essence of modem banking, 
and to the present day the name of Lom- 
bard Street in the City of London, the 
well-known bankers' quarter, bears testi- 
mony to the origin of the custom. 

This ingenious device proved of eminent 
service to the inventors ; for in 1360, when 
France had been reduced, by the misman- 
agement of its own governors and the 
conquests of the English, to a hopeless 
state of bankruptcy, and the king, John, 
was in captivity, the Jews were able to 
dictate terms to the regent, and purchase 
the right to return and exercise compara- 
tive liberty of conscience. 

Charles VI. at first treated them with 
greater humanity and consideration, but 
the wretched monarch was a prey to a 
disordered mind, a mere tool in the 
hands of his confessor, who induced him 
to consent to an edict banishing them 
from the kingdom. This time, however, 
they were allowed some little time to col- 
lect their debts and wind up their affairs, 
and alihough some of the. old charges were 
brought against them, their lives and 
property were comparatively un assailed. 
They Mt the French frontier in the month 
of November, not to return again for 
many years. 

A few years before 1380 a serious calam- 
ity had overtaken them in Lombardy, 
their great banking centre. The populace 
rose against them, and burnt the houses 
of the principal merchants, thus destroy- 
ing their securities and pledges of prop- 
erty. 

Here the government, though too feeble 
to punish the offenders, stepped in, and 
they were released from all obligations to 
those who had pawned property with 
them upon their making oath that the 
goods had been destroyed in the popular 
tumults. 

The Jews in Spain during the Middle 
Ages were, if possible, worse treated than 
in the other countries of Europe. 

At the beginning of the thirteenth cen- 
tury the Bishop of Toledo incited the 
populace to plunder the houses and syna- 
gogues of the Jews, and himself in person 
directed the lawless operations of the 
crowd. 

In 1212 the Crusaders passed by Toledo 
and perpetrated their usual atrocities. 
The Spanish nobility interfered to put a 
stop to the carnage, but without avail. 

Under James I. they had a respite from 
these cruelties. Raymond of Pennaforte, 
General of the Dominicans, confessor and 
minister of the King and the Pope, used 
his utmost endeavors to bring about their 
conversion, but with a liberality, rare in a 
priest of the time, he adopted toleration 
and education to effect his purpose. 

Alphonso of Castille protected the Jews, 
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and being himself a great lover of science, 
encouraged the learned rabbis to translate 
for him the works of the Arabic astron- 
omers and philosophers, paying them 
handsomely for their services. The pop- 
ulace, intolerant of this favor, rose up, 
and on a perfectly unfounded accusation 
of murder brought up against one of the 
number, commenced a general massacre 
of the Jews throughout Spain. 

James I., king of Arragon, also afforded 
his countenance and protection to the 
learned rabbis ; and the favor which they 
thus enjoyed with the nobles compensated 
to some extent for the indignity and scorn 
heaped upon them by the common 
people. 

In 1320 a portion of that band of Shep- 
herds who had committed such ravages in 
France found their way to Spain, where 
their course was signalized by the same 
cruelties. By a strange perverseness of 
judgment the Spaniards accused the Jews 
of having, by means of sorcery, brought 
this pla^e upon the country; and the 
wretched Israelites, who suffered most 
severely from the fanatical rabble, were 
punished by law. Fifteen thousand, who 
refused to submit to baptism, were put to 
a cruel death. 

Alphonso XI. of Castille fully recog- 
nized the worth and usefulness of his 
Jewish subjects, and commenced his reign 
by showing them so much favor that a 
Jew named Joseph became his treasurer 
and financial secretary. But he also 
yielded to the inveterate prejudices of his 
subjects; and on a report that a Jewish 
child had insulted the Holy Sacrament at 
a certain place, a solemn council was held, 
and the question discussed, whether a sen- 
tence of death or banishment should be 
pronounced against the entire Jewish 
race. 

In 1396, durine the reign of Henry III., 
Martin, bishop of Astigy, by his denuncia- 
tions of the Jews in the streets of Cordova 
and Seville, aroused such a spirit of fanat- 
icism, that the populace of those two cities 
rose up and massacred the Jews without 
mercy; and the same blood-thirsty fever 
extended itself to Toledo, Valencia, and 
Barcelona. John, the successor of Henry 
III., encouraged a continuation of this 
violence. 

In the beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
tury the Anti-Pope Benedict XIII., then 
residing at Arragon, evinced great zeal for 
the conversion of the Jews. In order to 
carry out his design he proposed a con- 
ference between the most learned rabbis 
of Spain and the Christian doctors. The 
Rabbi Vidal was chosen advocate of the 
Jews, and one Jerome of Santa F^, a con- 
verted Jew, defended the Christian cause. 

The Christian records say ^at Jerome 
triumphed signally; the Jewish annals 



say that their rabbis departed "not with- 
out glory " from the encounter. All that 
we know for certain is, that a number of 
Jews embraced Christianity, and that 
Benedict ordered all the extant copies of 
the Talmud to be collected and burnt. 
This decree, as well as another against 
Jewish usury, was annulled when the 
exiled anti-pope's authority came to an 
end little more than a year afterwards. 

About this period a certain Vincent 
Ferrer made himself conspicuous by his 
zeal for the conversion of the Jews, which, 
according to his ** Legend,'' he effected 
by the exercise of miraculous powers. As 
many as 25,000 are said to have yielded to 
his persuasive eloquence and that of the 
Christian crowds which it stirred up. 

The kingdoms of Arragon and Castille 
were at last blended by the union of Fer- 
dinand and Isabella, and the whole of 
Spain became one monarchy. These sov- 
ereigns introduced the Inquisition into 
the country ; it was established with the 
avowed object of preventing such Jews 
and Moors as had been converted to 
Christianity from relapsing into their old 
religion. The queen' s confessor, a Domin- 
ican friar, persuaded her that this falling 
off of converts was an injury to the cause 
of religion, and Isabella induced her hus- 
band to sanction the dreadful tribunal. 

The whole history of the world scarcely 
presents so horrible a picture as this so- 
called Christian court. The Pope issued 
a bull, giving it the sanction of the church, 
and at once all law, authority, humanity 
and justice were subjugated to the will of 
a few raving, arrogant monks. Persons 
suspected of heresy, Judaism, or even 
lukewarm Christianity, were either burnt 
alive, or condemned to perpetual impris- 
onment in loathsome dungeons ; while the 
most excruciating tortures w-ere employed 
to exact confession from the accused. 

The spies of the Inquisition lurked 
everywhere, listening even to the most 
careless conversation, and a chance word, 
which could by any pretence be wrested 
into an heretical expression, was punished 
with death. People were forced to betray 
their dearest friends ; for not to denounce 
a suspected heretic was to expose one's 
self to the same punishment. 

The prime mover in these atrocities, and 
the head of the so-called Holy OflBice for 
many years, was Thomas de Torquemada, 
a Dominican, and it is computed that this 
ruffian caused 8,000 people to be put to 
death, and 90,000 to perpetual imprison- 
ment during his term of office. 

One strange feature in these dreadful 
persecutions is, that a large number of 
Jews, nominally converted, but in secret 
true Hebrews, held high office both in the 
Church and State, and were even found 
amongst the judges of the Holy Office 
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itself. No doubt the number of Christians 
who thus perished on the charge of heresy, 
to satisfy Jewish hatred, equalled that of 
the real Jews whom the Holy Office con- 
demned to suffer for their religion. 

For some time the horrors of the Inqui- 
sition affected only the professed Chris- 
tians; in 1492, after the conquest of the 
Moors and their expulsion from their last 
stronghold, Granada, came the turn of 
the Jews themselves. 

An edict was issued commanding them 
all to embrace Christianity, or leave the 
kingdom within four montiis. The Jews 
endeavored to induce the king, by a bribe 
of 90,000 ducats, to alter his decision. But 
while Ferdinand hesitated to decide, the 
queen made a sneering speech against 
them, while Torquemada boldly advanced, 
and, with crucifix raised in the air, 
shouted: ''Behold Him whom Judas sold 
for thirty pieces of silver. Sell ye Him 
now for a higher price, and render an 
account of your bargain before God I ' ' The 
superstitious sovereign bowed to the will 
of the church. 

This forced exodus of the Jews was 
attended with the usual cruelties and 
hardsMps. No less than a million souls 
were, without warning or preparation, 
deprived of homes and property, and 
thrown destitute upon the world — where 
every people hated and despised them. 

Many of the poor exiles perished by 
shipwreck, others died of the plague which 
broke out amongst them. Some reached 
Fez in Africa, but the inhabitants refusing 
to admit them they were starved to 
death outside the town. Some, again, 
reached Genoa; this town was at the time 
suffering from a scarcity of provisions, and 
when the famished Jews sought for shel- 
ter and food the Genoese refused both, 
except on the condition of their immedi- 
ately embracing the Christian faith. The 
poor wretches who had given all that they 
held dear to preserve tJieir ancient religion, 
thus found their sacrifice at last of no 
avail, and yielding to the pangs of 
hunger consented to be baptized. 

How divine must be that Christianity 
which could survive such horrors as were 
pei'petrated in its name I 

King Ferdinand did not reap so much 
benefit as he had looked for by his tyran- 
nicaJ measure, for the facilities which the 
Jews possessed of removing their wealth 
to other countries by the system of letters 
of credit, thwarted him of the greater 
portion of his expected booty. His short- 
sighted policy was strongly reprobated by 
many of the other European powers, and 
the Pope himself, Alexander VI., offered 
an asylum to many of the exiles. 

Portugal was naturally a tempting 
region for those whom Spain thrust forth, 
especially as the king, John II., had 



already shown signs of toleration and 
enlightenment by emplo3ring Jews on im- 
portant geographical missions, and his 
navigators had been materially assisted 
by them in their voyages of discovery to 
the East Indies. 

He was not, however, proof against 
cupidity, and only allowed the fugitives to 
enter his dominions on condition of their 
paying an exorbitant poll-tax and under- 
taking to quit the country after a certain 
time, promising then to fiunish them witli 
vessels for their safe-conduct ; but,a]thoug]i 
the king may have acted in good faith, his 
subjects disregarded his commands, and 
many who embarked on board Portuguese 
vessels threw themselves into the sea 
rather than suffer the horrible indignities 
and persecutions to which the soldiers sub- 
jected them. Their compatriots, taking 
warning at their fate, preferred staying in 
the country, although they knew that Siey 
must be sold into slavery. 

Emmanuel II., his successor, at first 
treated them with humanitv and consider- 
ation. Unfortunately for mem he desired 
to espouse the daughter of Ferdinand and 
Isabella^ and the bigoted queen would not 
hear of a son-in-law who suffered tiie 
*' Enemies of God " to remain in his king- 
dom. 

A day was therefore appointed for their 
departure; but the king secretly ordered 
all the Jewish children under fourteen 
years of age to be seized, dispersed through 
the country and brought up as Christians. 
The secret transpired before the day 
named, and was hurriedly put into execu- 
tion lest the parents should conceal their 
children. A most harrowing scene then 
took place, and mothers threw their chil- 
dren into wells and rivers rather than see 
them torn from dieir arms to be brought 
up in a strange faith, and amidst a strange 
people. 

Even this was not the end of their 
troubles, for Emmanuel suddenly refused 
to allow them to embark at two of the 
ports named, and the consequence was 
that a great number were thrown back on 
Lisbon, and thus made to break their 
contract and become amenable to the law. 
Of these, some were shipped off as slaves, 
while others consented to be baptized, on 
condition that the government should 
restore their children and let them remain 
in peace for twenty years. But before 
half that time had elapsed, the populace 
had seized upon some trifling pretext to 
rise and murder most of the converts. 
The ringleaders were punished for this 
outrage when the affair came to the king's 
ears. 

The same accusations were laid against 
the Jews in Germany as in other countries, 
and led to the same persecutions. They 
were suspected of encouraging the incnr- 
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sions of the hordes of Mongolian savages^ 
who overran Europe about this period, 
and at Frankfort, Haguenau in Lower 
'Alsace, and at Munich, Wurtzburg, and 
Berne, many were massacred by the pop- 
ulace on the old charge of crucifying 
Christian children. 

Li Lithuania they lived in comparative 
security, under the equitable reign of 
Boleslas, but in 1267 the Council of 
Vienna imposed a heavy tax upon them, 
and ordered the demolition of a fine new 
synagogue. As the civil authorities did 
not carry c)ut the arbitrary ecclesiastical 
acts, and the German princes even openly 
offered an asylum to fugitive Jews, the 
clergy at last threatened to excommuni- 
cate all who should show such toleration 
for the future. 

While the two rival emperors, Adolphus 
of Nassau and Albert of Austria, were 
struggling for the pre-eminence, a fanat- 
ical peasant, named Eaind Flaisch, gave 
out that he had been sent by Heaven to 
exterminate the Jews, and continued to 
instigate the people of Nuremburg, Rotten- 
burg, and other towns to massacre the 
Hebrew inhabitants. The Emperor Albert 
could not at first stop these enormities, 
lest the populace should side with his 
rivals ; but as soon as he was firmly estab- 
lished upon the throne, he compelled the 
inhabitants of Nuremburg to pay a heavy 
fine for the damage done to the town by 
fire during the disturbances. 

The Council of Vienna, convoked by the 
authority of Pope Clement V. against the 
Templars, issued some severe decrees 
against the Jewish usurers, and declared 
any one a heretic who should countenance 
them. These denunciations did not pre- 
vent M^nicho, bishop of Spires, from 
declaring that no one should persecute 
them in his diocese. 

The appearance of the Flagellants in 
the 14th century, was a frightful calamity 
to the Jews. The black plague had rav- 
aged Germany, and, as usual, the Jews 
were accused of being the authors. In the 
midst of the general excitement and mis- 
ery, bands of monks and peasants, raving 
mad, passed through Germany, with a 
crucifix at their head, and scourging their 
naked bodies as they went along till the 
blood streamed forth. This discipline, 
they averred, was to express their con- 
trition for the sins of the Christians of the 
age, the worst of which was harboring the 
Jews. 

This lunatic enthusiasm, the revival of 
the old charges of crucifying children, 
poisoning wells, and outraginsr the Host, 
and, still more, the rapacity of the mob 
which followed in the Flagellants' wake, 
ended in the murder and pillage of the 
unfortunate Hebrews atSpires,Strasbourg, 
Frankfort and other places. 



In Bohemia affairs were little better, and 
Venceslas the emperor, who had made 
himself odious by his vices, hoped to con- 
ciliate the people by the persecution of the 
Jews. He issued a proclamation releasing 
his Christian subjects from all debts 
which they had contracted to Jews, and 
this license led to excesses more horrible 
still. 

About the year 1434 the Council of 
Basle ordered all bishops to appoint spe- 
cial preachers for the instruction of the 
Jews in their dioceses, and to compel them 
by severe penalties to listen to the sermons. 
They were also prohibited from residing in 
tlie neighborhood of the churches, were 
obliged to wear a distinctive dress, and 
were cut off from all social intercourse 
with Christians. 

Louis X. Duke of Bavaria banished all 
Jews from his dominions, confiscated 
their property, and erected public build- 
ings with the proceeds. 

In the year 1499 they were finally ex- 
pelled from Nuremburg, ostensibly on tbe 
old accusations, but really because of 
their wealth and the hereditary hatred 
against them. 

The children of Israel were not them- 
selves without credulity and fanaticism, 
and in 1500 a certain David Leimlein, 
calling himself chief of the armies of 
Israel, predicted the speedy coming of the 
Messiah, and established himself at Lis- 
bon, where he and a young convert to 
Judaism soon became famous, the former 
for liis fasting and other discipline, the 
latter for his learning and eloquence. So 
thoroughly did these impostors deceive 
their co-religionists, that, in anticipation 
of presently eating unleavened bread in 
Palestine, the Jews of Italy and Spain 
destroyed their ovens and gave themselves 
up to absurd excesses. At last the gov- 
ernment interfered, and both David and 
his disciple were thrown into prison where 
the latter was put to death. 

While the Jews suffered so many perse- 
cutions from clergy and laity, the popes 
themselves for the most part discounte- 
nanced such injustice, and set examples 
of toleration. Gregory the Great is a not- 
able instance. In the 11th century, Alex- 
ander II. opposed the bigotry of Ferdi- 
nand, and endeavored to moderate the 
mad fury of the Crusaders ; later on, Greg- 
ory IX., though himself a firm supporter 
of the Crusades, used the most stringent 
measures to protect the Jews from their 
violence. In his letters on the subject to 
Louis IX. of France, and other potentates, 
he denounced this religious fanaticism as 
a mere pretext for lawlessness and 
robbery. 

In 1247 Innocent IV. also raised his 
voice to protest against the persecution of 
the Hebrews. 
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The Jews of Trani, capit&l of the king- 
dom of Naples, had become rich and pow- 
erful, and the king, to recompense Uiem 
for some important services, treated them 
with great consideration, and at his death 
specl^ly reconunended theia to the favor 
of tile state. Instead, however, of allow- 
ing them the free exercise of their religion, 
the government began to use every effort 
to procure their conversion. 

In order, by seeming compliance, to 
avoid a persecution, the Jews professed 
themselves wiJliug to embrace Christian- 
ity, provided they were allowed to con- 
tract marriages with the highest families 
in the kingdom. To their astonishment 
tiiis oSer waa accepted, and they were 
obliged to hold to their baigain ; and many, 
having succeeded in contracting advan- 
tageous alliances, were baptized, while 
those who failed to make such matches 
quietly subsided back into Judaism. This 
aroused the anger of the clergy, and a 
certain monk of Trani succeeded, by reit- 
erating tlie old charges, in raising the 
passions of the populace, and bringing 
altout a, general massacre of the Jews. 

Asimilar attempt was made at Naples; 
but the nobles of that city interfered, and 
offered an asylum to those Hebrews whose 
wealth or position exposed them more 
particularly to the fury of the mob. The 
Pope, Alexander IV., also interposed his 
authority on their behalf. 

In the 14th century, Clement Y., who 
had established the seat of the Papacy at 
Arlgnon, protected the Jews from the i 



fury of the fanatical "Shepherds;" he 
also labored strenuously to convert them 
by legiUmate means, and established pro- 
fessors of Hebrew in the various univer- 

John XXII., his successor, was less 
tolerant, but bis zeal was directed rather 



against the literature than the persons of 
the Hebrews, and he destroyed all the 
copies of the Talmud upon winch he could 
lay hia hands. Presently he banished 
the Jews altogether from the states of the 
Church; but the exiles having sought 
refuge at the court of the King of Napfes, 
contrived to purchase the revocation of 
the edict. 

Clement VI. also treated the Jews with 
great humanity, and did them especial 
service by shielding them from lie vio- 
lence of the Holy Office. 

In 1304 the Jews of Italy had attained 
such influence and prosperity that they 
were enabled to build a magnificent new 
synagogue at Bologna, the Pope, Boniface 
IX., lending his countenance to the under- 
taking. 

Towards the commencement of the- 
fifteenth century Pope John XXIII. com- 
menced an active persecution of the Jews, 
inciting other governments to follow the 
same course. Under bis successor, Nich- 
olas v., their lot was slightly ameliorated, 
but in 1472 Seitufl IV., naving canonized 
a certain Simou, said to have been massa^ 
cred by the Jews of Tretite 200 years 
before, the popular hatred again burst 
forth, and a massacre of the Israelites in 
Trente and Venice was the result. 

Those Jews whom persecution had 
driven from Spain and Portugal found a, 
ready asylum in Italy. The Christians 
of that country were indeed kinder than 
their own co-religion ista, for the Jewish 
authors themselves confessed that the He- 
brew Consistory of Rome- 
offered a thousand ducats to 
the Pope (Alexander VI.) to 
refuse theii' brethren permis- 
sion to settle within his terri- 
tory. The pontiff indignantly 
rejected this selfish proposal, 
and even compelled the peti~ 
tiouera to make way for the 
) new-comers by quitting the 
, states themselves. The Con- 
l sistory were obliged to pay a 
i heavy sum to purchase the 
t revocation of this decree. 
i Many of the refugees from 
:. Spain and Portugal fled to 
J Naples, where they were ex- 
' posed to the terrible cruelty 
of the Inquisition, and at last 
venture<i to revolt. The vice- 
roy banished them from the 
kingdom, and shortly after 
dedared the Holy Office to be 
no longer necessary. Charles V. in 15S4 
approved of his viceroy's act, and refused 
to tolerate the presence of Jews In the 
kingdoms of Naples and Sicily. 

In 1538 the favor which the Jews en- 
joyed with the Pope, Paul III., so excited 
the jealousy of the Cardinal Sadolet that- 
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he ventured upon a publit 
declaring that the entire patronage of all 
dvll and ecclesiastical ofliceB was in the 
handa of the infidels ; his protest, how- 
ever, hod but little effect. 

In the thirteenth century the poaltlou 
of the Jews iu the East was changed con- 
siderablv for the worse. En Nasir !i-din 
illah, caliph of Bagdad, issued a peremp- 
tory order that all Jews should embrace 
Mohammedanism or quit the Babylonian 
territory. Many preferred exile, but a 
few submitted to make avecbal profession 
of the Mohammedan creed. In Palestine, 
although the wars between the Saracens 
and Crusaders had left the country in a 
very unquiet state, the Jews had contrived 
to maintain a foothold, and possesased 
8ynag(^ues and schools, which produced 
many learned rabbis. 

The Eastern Jews, particularly those of 
Babylon, suffered severely by the Tartar 
invasion, but they enjoyed an interval of 



Shah Abbu. 

repose under Ai^un Khan, who appointed 
a Jewish physician named Saad-ed- 
Dauleh as his prime minister; but on the 
death of the prince, the Moslems, jealous 
of the vizier's influence and partiality for 
his countrymen, accused him of having 
poisoned bis masler; on this charge he 
was put to death, and a general 
of the Israelites followed. 



The irresistible march of Tamerlane 
ttiroufth Asia swept away the prosperity of 
the Jews of Media and Persia, and when, 
a little later on, they began to recover 
themselves a little from these disasters, 
the appearance of Ismail Sufi, founder of 
the Sufllte dynasty of Persia, involved 
them in fresh evils. The astounding 
rapidity of this prince' s conquests induced 
the ever-oreduloua Hebrews to regard him 
as the true Messiah, particularly as he 
himself declared that he was a prophet 
sent to reform the Moslem faith ; they 
accordingly hastened tu offer him their 
homage, but the monarch, who had con- 
ceived a violent aversion to the Jews, 
rejected their advances and treated them 
with exceptional rigor. 

Shah Abbas, on his accession to 
the tlirone of Persia, found the coun- 
try well-nigh depopulated, and to re- 
store, if possible, the prosperity of his 
kingdom, he accorded unusual privileges 
to all strangers who chose to settle 

The Jews were among the first to avail 
themselves of this offer; but their skill In 
commerce, and the subsequent rapid in- 
crease of their wealth, excited the jeal- 
ousy of the other Inhabitants, who laid a 
complaint l>efore the Shah. 

The monarch was unwilling to exercise 
a severity which mlglit prove fata! M his 
policy of encouraging emigrants; but he 
was at length Induced to offer the He- 
brews a choice between Islamism and 
death. The edict was never carried into 
effect, but the principal Jewish doctors 
were cited before the Snfi tribunal, and 
ordered to give an account of their belief. 
Their expectation of a Messiah was par- 
ticularly distasteful to a Moslem, who 
held that Mohammed was " the seal of 
the prophets"; "but nevertheless," said 
theShah, "fix now a time for the appear- 
ance of your Messiah, and I will tolerat* 
until the fulfillment of such term; 
if your long-expected Messiah ^ain 
fall you, you must either embrace the 
religion of Muharamed, or lose your goods, 
your children, and your lives." 

The poor rabbis, grateful at the chance 
thus afforded, fixed the period ai 



better terms with his successor. Abl>as 
exacted an exorbitant price for these years 
of respite, and a treaty was drawn up, 
and signed and registered by either party, 
in which the Jews of Persia were bound 
either to embrace Islamism or suffer death 
at the end of seventy years, unless the 
veritable Messiah should have appeared, 
in which case all Persia should become 
converted to Judaism. 

In the continual wars between the 
Persians and the Turks this strange con- 
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ventioQ was f orsotten, but oi 

of Shah Abbas IL the old treaty was dis- 
covered, and the Shah, animated by 
mingled fanaticism and cupidity, instantly 
proceeded to put it into force. In the 
dreadful persecution which followed some 
aoaeiit refuge among the Turks or in 
India, while others purchased safety by 
outward conformity to the Mohammedan 
religion. It was shortly discovered that 
the proselytea continued to practice their 
own religion in secret, and the Sbah was 
ultimately induced to restore to them 
their ancient privileges. 

The Jews of Palestine durii^ all the 
revolutions whidi distracted that country 
enjoyed a comparative immunity, and the 
school of Saf^, in Galilee, continued to 
flourish and produce many learned men. 



CHAPTER XV. 



In the Ottoman empire, and especially 
at Constantinople, the Jews were very 
numerous, and although regarded by the 
Turks with scorn and hatred they con- 
trived to acquire much wealth and influ- 
encu. Among the Jews of the Levant, in 
the middleof the seventeenth century, one 
of the most Hurprleing movements on 
record took place. 

A certain youi^ man, named Sabbatliai 
Levi, tjie son of a poulterer at Smyrna, 
had displayed so much aptitude for Icjirn- 
li^ that at the age of eighli 



already ordained a rabbi, 
honors inflamed his am- 
bition, and he conceived 
a project for passit^ as 
tJie Messiah ; to tliis en<l 
he began to practice long 
and rigid fasts, anil 
spent the greater portion 
of his time in bathing 
in the sea; these morti- 
fications, his remarkable 
beauty, and his imusual 
eloquence gained for lilm 
a number of followers, ' 
aiid he was at length '- 
bold enough to appear - 
in tlie synagogue and 
openly announce him- 
self as the son of David, ; 
even daring, in token of ; 
his divine mission, to . 
pronounce tlie ineffable ' 
name of Jehovah. j 

The rabbis denounced i 
bim as a seditious blas- 
phemer, and he was com- 
pelled to seek safetr in 
flight to Saloni. This 



curly 



I, successively, to Egypt and Jerusalem, 
making on his way a convert of a certain 
Nathan Levi of Gaza, as clever and design^ 
inganimposter as himself, who henceforth 

Eilayed the part of his precursor. After a 
Qng residence in Jerusalem, he ^aiu 
ui^d bis pret«nslons, was once more 
driven out by the rabbis, and this time 
returned to his native city of Smyrna. 

Here the rabbis, as usual, denounced 
him; but the populace warmly espoused 
his cause. One Anakia, who was partic- 
ularly active in opposing him, happened 
that night to be overtaken by a sudden 
death, and the superstitious crowd at once 
attributed his fate to the rejection of the 
Messiah; this, for liim, lucky accident 
gave greater and more speedy currency to 
his pretensions than he himself could have 
hoped for, and in a short time he was 
strong enough to assume royal pomp, while 
the fame of his reputed miracles and 
prophecies wpiit forth throughout the 
world. 

At length nothing would please his 
deluded pailisatis, but that he should re- 
pair to Constantinople and confront the 
sultan in order by his presence to strike 
awe into the heart uf that potentate. 
When he did arrive in the capital the 
sultan was absent, but sent instructions 
to the Grand Vizier to detain the impos- 
ter; Sabbatliai was in consequence kept In 
a kind of honorable captivity in the castle 
of Sestos, whence he continued to issue 
manifest!^, and sustain his rather difficult 

All went well, until one day he was 
imprudent enough to attempt to punish a 
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respectable but incredulous rabbi of Con- 
stantinople with death, for having re- 
mained unconvinced of his divine char- 
acter. The unbeliever sought the pro- 
tection of the Moslems, who barely saved 
him from the fury of Sabbathai's followers. 
The sultan, feeling, perhaps, that the 
affair had gone quite far enough, peremp- 
torily summoned Sabbathai into his 
presence. 

The Grand Seigneur expressed his 
determination of testing his prisoner's 
miraculous powers by shooting three 
poisoned arrows at him, promising that if 
he proved invulnerable he would himself 
acknowledge his title; if he refused to 
submit to this ordeal there was still left 
him the alternative of death or Islamism. 
The wretched creature uttery lost his 
presence of mind, and without hesitation 
embraced the Mohammedan faith. The 
sultan bestowed upon him a dress of 
honor, the title of Capidji Basha, and dis- 
missed him. 

Strange to say, even this defection did 
not end the delusion, and he had still 
impudence and address enough to devise 
an excuse for his conduct, and so well did 
he succeed that even after his death, 
which was caused by colic in the year 
1676, his sect numbered a large amount of 
followers. 

Various imposters have from time to 
time attempted to revive the delusion, 
but none with so much success as one 
Franck, who, in the middle of the last 
century, appeared in Germany, where the 
credulity of his brethren in all parts of 
the world supplied him with the means of 
living in Oriental pomp and magnifi- 
cence. 

Egypt has ever been a favorite residence 
with the Jews, but in 1524 the Hebrew 
community in that country experienced a 
rude interruption to their long pros- 
perity. The governor of Egypt, having 
revolted against the Sultan Suleiman II., 
imposed a heavy tax upon the Jews, which 
they declared themselves unable to pay, as 
his soldiers had already pillaged their 
houses and property. The governor in a 
rage ordered the instant seizure of all the 
Jews in the kingdom, but a conspiracy 
which opportunely broke out against his 
life at this period saved them from fur- 
ther evils. Since that time they have 
been very numerous in the country, espe- 
cially in Cairo, where a large portion of 
the commerce, and especially the banking, 
is in their hands. 

In Morocco, Tunis, and Algeria, they 
have also been always numerous, for, be- 
ing well received by the Mohammedan 
governments of Africa, those countries 
became a natural refuge when driven from 
Spain and Portugal. 

At the commencement of the 16th cen- 



tury the Bishop of Colore banished the 
Jews from his diocese, being supported in 
this arbitrary measure by a convert from 
Judaism, named Victor & Carb^. Not 
long after another convert named Pf epfer- 
corn, counselled the Emporor Maxmilian 
to destroy all the Jewish books, and 
would probably have obtained his desire 
haid not one Reuchlin protested. 

The matter was ultimately referred to 
the Pope ; and Hochstrat, a creature of the 
Inquisition, attempted by 'bribes and 
threats of schism to influence the decision 
of the pontiff. Reuchlin was, however, 
successful, and when taunted and threat- 
ened by tiie monks for his share in the 
transaction, he answered, ** that Martin 
Luther, whose party was already making 
headway in Germany, would soon give 
them too much trouble to leave them time 
to occupy themselves with the Jews." 

The Reformation gave a curious im- 
pulse to Jewish learning throughout Ger- 
many, for as the Protestant ti^eologians 
constantly quoted rabbinical and other 
authorities, the Catholic priests and monks 
were obliged to study the same subjects in 
order to refute them, and the Jews, seeing 
the request into which their sacred lan- 
guage was coming, began to publish 
grammars and dictionaries, and to advance 
their own religion. The Reformation 
wrought wonders for the Jews, as the 
people, when once freed from the tram- 
mels of bigotry and superstition which the 
Romish clergy had imposed upon them, 
ceased to lend credence to the false 
charges so often brought against the 
devoted race with fatal effect ; but against 
Luther himself the Jews entertained a 
strong aversion, as he prevented certain 
Christian princes from receiving them 
into their territories. 

In Poland, as early as the beginning of 
the fourteenth century, the Jews enjoyed 
perfect liberty of conscience, their pros- 
perous condition being due to the influence 
of a beautiful Jewess named Esther, who 
lived as mistress with Casimere the Great. 
Even when fanaticism banished the 
Reformers from Poland the Jews were 
unmolested in the enjoyment of their 
wealth, and in the possession of their 
magnificent synagogues and schools. John 
Sobieski extended unwonted favor towards 
them, but his successor was induced by 
the clergy to put in force an old law of 
Sigismund I. , debarring them from many 
of their privileges. 

But the Slavonic Jews were not exempt 
entirely from persecution ; those of Cracow 
and Posen were from time to time exposed 
to the violence of the populace on the old 
charges, and such outbreaks have occurred 
at intervals even as late as 1811. 

About the year 1660 the Jews obtained 
permission to build a magnificent synar 
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gogue and to found an academy in Vienna ; 
but the empress induced her husband to 
break faith with them, and banish them 
from the country. At her death, in 1673, 
they were recalled, and speedily attained 
to wesdth and distinction ; but their good 
fortune so excited the jealousy of the 
populace that they became the victims of 
much violence and injustice. During the 
war with the Turks, the Jews aided the 
latter in maintaining the siege of Buda, 
and this did not increase the good-will of 
Uie emperor towards them. 

The Jews of Italy in the Middle Ages, 
as we have seen, enjoyed much greater 
tranquillity and prosperity than their 
compatriots elsewhere. In later times the 
same good fortune attended them, though 
chequered by occasional bigotry and per- 
secution. In 1554 Julius III. conceiyed a 
violent antipathy to their favorite Tal- 
mudic work, the Gemara, and burnt 
every copy which he could obtain. 

Paul IV., in the following year, not 
only waged war against the books of the 
Jews, but issued an edict forcing them 
to sell their landed property, to wear a 
distinctive and humiliating costume, and 
to renounce all intercourse with Chris- 
tians, limiting the number of their syna- 
gogues, and imposing other grievous con- 
ditions upon them. There seemed every 
prospect of a violent persecution, as the 
popular mind was already inflamed by the 
accusations of a number of female con- 
verts from Judaism, who pretended to be 
possessed by devils through the sorceries 
of the Jews. 

The Pope himself lent credence to this 
absurd story, and confessed that he was 
on the point of sanctioning a general mas- 
sacre, had not one of his cardinals ex- 
posed the imposture. The women were 
punished with death; and the Pope, 
ashamed of his credulity, declared that he 
would never molest the Jews again. 

Pius v., in 1569, treated them with 
great harshness, banishing them from 
every city in the Papal States except Rome 
and Ancona, where he only tolerated 
them for the sake of maintaining com- 
merce with the East. 

Gregory XIII. added certain other vex- 
atious laws to those already in force 
against them ; but Sextus V. revoked all 
unjust decrees of his predecessors, and 
accorded the Jews perfect liberty of con- 
science and civil freedom. He declared 
that it was their money and commerce 
which made him regard them as such 
valuable citizens. 

In 1593 Clement VIII. partly put in 
force the Bull of Pius V., expelling them 
from the Papal States, but he allowed 
them to dwell at Avignon, wishing, he 
said, to effect their conversion. 

In the Venetian territory, the Jews 



were also suffered to remain without 
molestation, and this indulgence they 
owed to their signal services in the wars 
s^ainst the Turks, especially at the siege 
of Candia. Many learned rabbis issued 
from the Venetian schools, and from the 
Hebrew press at Venice proceeded some of 
the earliest printed works in that lan- 
guage. At Padua, also, they possessed an 
important academy. 

Towards the latter end of the 17th cen- 
tury, the affairs of the Italian Jews began 
to assume a more favorable aspect even 
than heretofore, and when the Venetian 
general, Morisini, returned victorious 
from the Morea, with many Jewish cap- 
tives, the Pope, Innocent XI., used his 
influence to procure their liberation. 

In 1740, Charles, king of Naples, per- 
mitted the Jews to enter his dominions, 
promising them undisturbed exercise of 
their religion for fifty years. Those who 
professed medicine were also honored 
with the degree of doctor of that faculty. 
The clergy were furious at these conces- 
sions ; but the king insisted upon carrying 
out his tolerant project. Unfortunately, 
however, their own misconduct, or more 
probably, the intolerance of the priests, 
brought about a revocation of the law not 
long afterwards. 

I have already related how the Jews of 
Spain were, after terrible persecutions, 
banished from that country. On the ac- 
cession of Charles V., they earnestly 
petitioned to be allowed to return; but 
Cardinal Ximenes employed all his elo- 
quence and influence to thwart their 
request; and Charles V. preferred his ad- 
vice to that of his ministers and the sub- 
stantial argument of 800,000 golden 
crowns, with which the Jews offered to 
back up their application. 

In Portugal, about this period, the Jews 
mixed themselves up in the intrigues of 
the Archbishop of Braga to recover that 
country for the throne of Spain, from 
which it had successfully revolted. The 
archbishop, in the name of the king of 
Spain^ promised them entire liberty of 
conscience i^ they would aid in re-estab- 
lishing him upon the throne. 

The plot was discovered before it could 
be put into execution ; and the principal 
conspirators suffered the extreme penalty 
of the law. Disappointed in their hopes 
of regaining their liberty, the Jews of 
Spain and Portugal (for there were still 
many secretly lurking in the former 
country) continued to exercise their Jew- 
ish religion, although ostensibly profess^ 
ing the Christian faith, and for centuries 
were to be found amongst the Spanish and 
Portuguese nobility and clergy, and evea 
beneath the cowl of the monks. 

The Spanish Jews claimed descent from 
the royal tribe of Judah, and so proud 
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are they of this illustrious origin, that 
they will not allow any matrimonial alli- 
ances with the Jews of any other part of 
Europe. 

The toleration which the Jews met 
with in Holland made that country a 
favorite refuge from persecution. But 
though free from active injury, yet they 
labored under many disabilities, and were 
forbidden to practise the useful arts or 
trades, and were excluded from all honor- 
able and lucrative employments. 

In Amsterdam they were placed under 
the surveillance of syndics, who treated 
them with great ignominy and rigor. The 
Revolution changed their condition, and 
in 1796 the National Convention of Bata- 
via accorded the freedom of the city to 
the Jews. It could not, however, prevent 
private ill-feeling, and they experienced 
for a long time considerable difficulty in 
obtaining the free exercise of their newly- 
acquired rights. 

In Holland the Jews have always en- 
joyed greater religious toleration than in, 
perhaps, any other country in the world. 

The Jews of Amsterdam allowed them- 
selves to be led astray by the teaching of 
Zeighler, a German Jew of considerable 
reputation for learning, who foretold the 
speedy advent of the Messiah. They 
were not betrayed into great excesses by 
their belief in this imposter, but only paid 
for their credulity by pecuniary loss and 
ridicule. 

Of the many learned Jews which Hol- 
land has produced, none, perhaps, has 
had so much influence upon modem 
thought as the celebrated Benedict Spi- 
noza. He was born at Amsterdam, his 
father being a merchant of Portuguese 
origin. He commenced his studies by 
learning Latin from a t^keptical physician, 
and the influence of his early teaching 
was so strong that, after a few years oi 
theolo^cal study, he openly renounced 
his belief in the Jewish religion. He still 
continued, nevertheless, to frequent the 
synagogue. 

At length, an attempt being made upon 
his life by one of his fan atical compatriots, 
he determined to separate himself thence- 
forth entirely from t^e Jewish community 
and profess Christianity; but although he 
assiduously attended both the Lutheran 
and Calvinistic churches, his Christianity 
sat as lightly upon him as his Judaism 
had done. Finding that all attempts to 
reclaim him were vain, the Jews accused 
him of apostacy and blasphemy, and drove 
him forth from Amsterdam. He retired 
to La Haye, where he died in 1677, hav- 
ing published many works on philosophy 
and metaphysics. His system is the un- 
doubted parent of modem rationalism. 

In the time of the Commonwealth the 



Jews once more sought an establishment 
in England. 

A learned physician named Manasseh 
Ben Israel was deputed to present a ]^eti- 
tion to the Protector. Cromwell received 
the embassy with great courtesy, and 
referred the question to a committee of 
two lawyers, seven citizens of London, 
and fourteen divines. The lawyers decided 
upon the legality of re-admitting the 
Jews ; the citizens were divided as to its 
expediency; but the clergy disputed so 
long and so warmly, that Cromwell, weary 
of the controversy, adjourned the question 
sine die. 

Charles II. saw in the new impulse to 
trade, which the re-admission of the Jews 
would give, a means of replenishing his 
attenuated treasury. They were allowed 
quietly to establish themselves in the 
kingdom, where they have ever since 
maintained a hold. 

Under James II., an alien duty, which 
had fettered them grievously m their 
commercial transactions, was removed; 
bnt it was re-imposed under William III. 
In 1753, a bill was introduced for the nat- 
uralization of all Jews who had resided 
for three years in the country, without 
having been absent for any single period 
of more than three months, and passed 
the two houses of parliament, and received 
the royal assent. 

But popular hatred, commercial jeal- 
ousy, and clerical rancor, all combined to 
attack the bill ; and so high did the feel- 
ing run that parliament was obliged to 
repeal the obnoxious Act. It has been 
reserved for the reign of Victoria to wit- 
ness the removal of the last of Jewish 
disabilities. 

By the memorable edict of 1782, the 
Emperor Joseph II. removed all the disar 
bilities under which the Jews of Germany 
had labored, making them liable at the 
same time to military service. A com- 
pany of Jewish recruits was especially 
blessed by the chief rabbi of Prague on 
being enrolled, and was furnished with 
certain religious adjuncts to their uni- 
form, in the shape of a silk cord called 
ziziMf and two leathern bands called 
tephilim, having the Decalogue written on 
parchment attached. During the war 
which terminated in the division of Po- 
land, an army encamped near Warsaw in 
which were five battalions of Jewish sol- 
diers. 

Leopold, Joseph's successor, accorded 
the Jews the right of taking degrees in the 
various faculties and of entering the legal 
profession. In 1791 a Jew was received 
as a doctor in the University of Prague. 

Frederick the Great of Prussia, in 1750, 
published an edict for the regulation of the 
Jews in that country, which in the sever- 



118 



MODERN HISTORY. 



ity of its provisions, and the restrictions 
which it imposed upon them, was scarcely 
less barbarous than the laws of the Middle 
Ages. The father of a family was only 
allowed to find a wife for one, or at most 
two of his sons, the rest being condemned 
to celibacy. Every Jew on his marriage 
was moreover compelled to purchase a 
large quantity of porcelain at the royal 
manufactory. In 1809, these unjust reg- 
ulations were repealed by Frederick Wil- 
liam II. , X . ^ 

The emancipation of the Jews m Ger- 
many was due largely to the influence of 
some of their own writers, who, by enlight- 
ened views and brilliant talents, com- 
manded the respect of th^ir Christian fel- 
low-countrymen. Of no one is this more 
true than of the celebrated Moses Mendels- 
sohn, one of the greatest and best philos- 
ophers which Judaism has produced. He 
began life in the humblest circumstances, 
but his perseverance enabled him to over- 
come the terrible obstacles of poverty and 
ill-health, and while still a young man to 
be recognized as one of the most brilliant 
literary men of his day. 

Unlike Spinoza, he had a simple and 
childlike faith, which kept him safe from 
the whisperings of unbelief, and, although 
his philosophical mind could not brook 
the trammels of rabbinical control, yet he 
remained faithful to the synagogue, only 
tempering his creed with a warmer and 
more Christian spirit. His fame, and the 
high esteem in which he was held by per- 
sons of all ranks and persuasions, excited 
many Hebrews to emulate his example 
and devote themselves to literary studies. 

In Frankfort the Jews had for centuries 
endured the utmost scorn and oppression 
at the hands of their fellow-citizens, and 
although they never ceased to struggle for 
freedom and civil rights, yet as late as 
1826 all the old regulations were in force, 
and they were subjected to the most igno- 
minious restrictions. 

The Jews of Metz retained their privi- 
leges even after the banishment of the 
Jews from France by Charles VI., in 1394. 
In 1566 they were expelled from the city; 
but four families obtained permission to 
return during the following year, and in 
1603 the number increased to twenty-four, 
who obtained letters patent from Henry 
IV., granting them the right of residence. 

When again expelled from France in 
1615 they were still allowed to settle in 
Metz and Bordeaux. In 1718 they had so 
largely increased in numbers and impor- 
tance in the former city as to excite the 
jealousy of the Christian merchants, who 
obtained from the king, Louis XV., a 
decree limiting the number of resident 
Jewish families to twenty-four. 

On the commencement of the great 



French Revolution the Jews seized the 
opportunity of petitioning the assembly to 
grant them civil rights. A long and lively 
discussion followed, which ended in their 
demand being acceded to. 

In 1806 Napoleon I. astonished Europe 
by summoning a grand Sanhedrim of the 
Jews at Paris, and propounded twelve 
questions for their consideration, which 
amoimted to a demand whether they were 
willing to submit without reserve to the 
laws of the realm. As the assembly re- 
sponded in a satisfactory manner to all 
these questions a scheme for the organiza- 
tion of the Jewish conmiunity was devised 
and confirmed both by the Jewish and 
imperial authorities ; after this the entire 
enjoyment of civil rights was conceded to 
them. 

Before concluding this review of modem 
Judaism, I must mention a few conmiuni- 
ties existing in remote quarters of the 
world, which from their very isolation 
have escaped the storms and vicissitudes 
to which their compatriots elsewhere 
were exposed. 

In Yemen (Arabia Felix) there is a 
large number of Jews, as many as 2,000 
residing in San' a, the capital. They 
monopolize the greater part of the mer- 
cantile transactions of the country. 

Amidst the mountains of the Hejjdz 
are several small tribes of Jews known by 
the name of the Beni Kheibar. 

As already stated, the Fellahin of Petra, 
although nominally Moslems are undoubt- 
edly of Jewish origin. 

In the Crimea a curious little colony of 
Caraite Jews exists, occupying a pictui^ 
esque fortress. They number about 1,200, 
and their probity and peaceable demeanor 
has passed into a proverb in that country. 

The Jews began to gain a footing in 
China during tiie Han dynasty, which 
lasted from 600 B. c. to 220 of the Chris- 
tian era ; but the exact time of their settle- 
ment is unknown. At first they became 
numerous and wealthy, and even arrived 
at the highest dignities of the Empire, 
many of them being created governors of 
provinces and mandarins. By degrees, 
however, their prosperity diminished, and 
they dwindled down to a small community, 
inhabiting Kaisong-Fou, capital of the 
province of Honam, 150 leagues from Pekin. 

In 1704, a Jesuit missionary named 
Gozani visited them and obtained some 
interesting information upon their condi- 
tion and belief. They observe the Sabbath 
very scrupulously, and, considering the 
length of time during which they have 
been separated from their brethren, they 
have preserved the rites and ceremonies of 
their religion with great exactitude. They 
have, nevertheless, many usages borrowed 
from the Chinese, such as the worshiping 



THE JEWS IN RECENT TIMES. 



119 



of their ancestors and burning fragrant 
pei*f uuies ; not as tlie Chinese themselves 
4o, before images, but in little censers 
dedicated to their saints. 

When Gozani spoke to them of Jesus 
Christ, he found that they had never so 
much as heard of the Christian religion or 
its Founder, knowing no other Jesus than 
the son of Sirach. 

In various parts of the Indian peninsula 
Jews are also numerous; and a colony 
exists at Malabar who pretend to have 
received certain rights and privileges from 



the ancient kings of that country, and 
show a bronze tablet with an inscription 
to that effect, purporting to date from the 
end of the fifth century of the Christian 
era. They are divided into two classes, 
white and negro ; the latter claiming to be 
the most ancient in origin, but occupying 
an inferior position. 

In the New World they have increased 
incredibly, between 70,000 and 80,000 be- 
ing found in the United States alone, 
while there are large numbers in all ^e 
British colonies. 



